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/Amazi'ng Mineral

Poses Deadly Threat

Asbestos and s dangers have
raised guestions over the last few
years, Here are a low facts about the
tnsulatar itseif.

» Whai {x mabeston?

It is 2 naturally farmed muneral fi.
ber. The warld's great asbestns depos-
ita were {ormed rutlians of years aga
when gaps th Lhe earth's erust (iled
with munteral water, Ip those gaps. sev-
eral dufcrent kunds of muncrais
formed mle fivers—not plant foer,
like collon, bul a ouneral hiber formed
from rock.

& Yhat good s 1T

1t has mony uses. Mast umpoertant is
that the filxT2, wnen jotnes together 1
a tind of munera) textile, have enor-
nious ressstance to heat, acsds, alks-
bnes and othar yroitants, They arealso
very steong and can be cleaned by fire.
it's said that the Emperor Charles
magne owned 4 tahlecloth made af as
besias fibers, and he would amaze ks
denner puests by Uwrowing the clath
ints a raging fire, then pulling ot out
unbarmed and spanlung clean.

® \Whea 4od man stat Bsing 17

The movdern age of asbestos use be-
gan 1 1879 waes g huge Coposit f the
fibers was found 1n Quebse, Camada—~
2 deposil 70 rmules fong and &x ruics
wide, Asbestos minas also  wese
opened in Verment. Anzenz, Cilar-
tia, Marth Carglina and Oregen. The
distovery of these North American de-
pasits resulled in a surge of domand
far the fibers and a tlurty of new pred-
uets Lubzing thermn

* What kinda &f producte was It
osedin?

Asbestoy woat into almas: 2nyihing
that nevded 1asulation {rom heat ar
sther imtants, I was used 1t bulding
and ship insulation, coats for firelight-
ers, floor and calng tucs, papesr.
bruke liunps, paints. adresives, fad-
Mes thepier curiains, awnuwngs, ¢on-
-veyor belts, cluteh (zeings, wallboard,
gus bwmers, waler papes and fur-
naces.

& laltdangereus?

--blany solentists are convinced that it
iz aad they've coavinced the Rovern.
meat The Nationa Instatul e fae Ocey-
pitional Safety and Heatth (NIQSH)
has deterrnuned thur suflicient evi-
dence 15 gvailable to conclude there s
3 ditcct Lok between exposure {o
asbestos fibers and (he develogment,
$ 1o 4) years gier, of caneer asd 23«
bestogis,

Kansas City is believed to be relatively
{ree-ot suck pollution.

® Is all asbesios barmlul?

Apparently mot. SCicnusts belleve
that it’s oqly harmiul waen Lhe iidera
1re ailowed to float inte the ar and
into 2 person's lungs. I's still u<ed in
firefichung gear, bt the fibers are
salely sealed and can't escape Loto Lhe
atmosphere. It's aisa used in waler

.

pipas, but it s encased tn coucrele and *

goverarmest ocficials beizeve the usa ia
safe.

& Are any quireat uses of mshoszae
drngerous?

Otfficizls aren't sure, but they think
so. There s certainty a danger if prop-
er precautions aren !t taken at a plast
that 19 still using asbestos i its prod-
ucts, Also. the Asbestos Worker's
Uruon estymates that 75 percent of the
asoestos ever auned 13 shll out in the
world somewnere—n 1nsulation 1o old-
er buildings. 1 fioor lies, in the Liv-
ings on your car’s brakes. .

@ Doct any of this asbentos wronn
pase 3 threat?

1t deperds on how much there is and
whether tne fipars arc able to come
loase and flgac mte e atmasphere.
NIOSH bas getermuned that therets ao
such trung as a “safe”’ fevel of ashes.
tes, but tne Occupationad Safety and
Health Admurusiration is currently en-
foccing a4y asbestos standard that
makes it allepal {6 a workers to be
exposed o mrare than an average of 2
ashestos fibess sipaller than S microns
per cubie ecntracter i an exght-hour

pened
* Haw can thls old aabeslos harm

N34 .

'['Ee asbestas fibers were put in place
with some sort of adhesive, As the
bulchngs or stups g2f old. the adhesive
corTodes and the rucroscopie Divers
are released nto ine almosphere.
Alsg, it's possible for fbers Lo be re-
leased when old buildings are torn
down, altheugh federal reguiatons
specfy how sucn demoliion jabs
should b completed to prevenl such
an ccqurTence.

» Where 1s all this asbestos?

1n sehoots. hospieals, nussing homes,
shops, factones. shups~in RIMcst any
type of huildag conmructad doore
word got out zhal ashesios can be dan-
gerous. .

® [3 aabextos polsoacas?

Na. The prablem is that the askestas
Livars get s the lings and digestive
tract and juss stay thers forever, They
are coarse ané hard and ey jear un
human Lssue Ashoslosis 5 poIhp
more Lban the roselt of having asies-
tos fibers ralthng arcund 3 person's
ehest {or many years. scarring th=
lung ussue For some reason ool tedal.
ly clear to scatmilis 5. Stuckes sfow that
the presence of asbesios fibers also
wezkens the iy to an extent that the
parsan bacomes much more sussepi-
blg to cancer of the lungs, stermach,
coloa, reetum and body Leung, How
ugruficantly they ingrase ne nsk of
CANCED 35 A mIiter of same debale i
The medical community.

® liow iz ore these fibersT

Mieroseepie. The most d=ngerous of
them s smalier across than § mucrons,
They can’t < swen except w1th the ad
of a powerful elevtron muctuscape.

* Isasbesion silll being used?

Yes, but nat neasly as much as it
Was 20, 30 ¢r 40 yoars 320, In I8 the
first o 2 series of medical roponts
cane out Lnking asbesios t¢ cancer, [n
the ntervening years, indusiry bas
drewn back s use of most kinds of
asbestos, gauticularty n s most dan-
geraus apphoatians, Howoves 1 15
atl] used n brake hrungs, (nguon
polats. pants and maony sther prod-

. vcts In all, asbiestos 15 uwed ; mare
= than 3,500 prosicts. Alsa, most AMRen-
L Sancimies have varying ameunts of *(1-
L O pefiuuon™ Just alNg Aroucd
-

S

* ¥h kout people who have beea
exposed? T

Pecpls who believe they may have
bers expased to ashesios fibers, even
as long 25 50 years ago, are advised o
Nep sueking wnmedately, Thers i
overuneMing evidends Lhal andkess
who have betn exposed 1o asdes!ss
over zlong oenod o Lme ren 2 senoes
nisk of lung canger. Fersons weo be
Leve gy mtay have been exposed also
are advised by medical and govers-
ment experts Lo regulacty viail toge
cdoctor aed be checked [or atsesioss
©r cancercus funars. Speaificaly, the
govezrnment 1S tryng o lrack coAn toe
3 milten Americans who workec i
smpyards dunng World War IL, It is
believed that the amoont of asbestos 1o
which they were exposed posts 3 5e- |
s theeal tother Uves,

* How many Amencans bave beea
exponsed Lg asbestos? .

1t isn’t known- The government et 1
mates that as many as 11 quthon waek-
es Fave been exmosedewdut tnn,
doesn's incluce the wives wha washeq,
tbae asbestos<oated clothes, toer:
chuldren, (nair ne1ghbors or e pevpr |
Who usad {hetr procucts. i

® tlow scrious e the dxreat of ;
deaty? }

Secrctary Joseph Califano of e
U.S. Depariment of Healih, Eduealca
and Wellare has estimated that =ore
than 5.6 mullior Amencans wil die 25
a direet resull of therr expasure Lo 25
bostos fibers. There 1s some queasion
about the valiaty of that Hgwre. on
there 1s stle argument tnat e thnesl
of Jeath 15 senous encdgh L Cesarve
same sors of action.
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