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The S afety  C om m ittee of the Council convened a t  9:30 A. M. 
A pril 2, 1969. P re s e n t  w ere :

H a rry  H. H ow ard (C hairm an)
Lloyd B ee rs
G. M. B ryan
John P . C arey
V ernon Duke
John F . F itz g e ra ld
David A. L av a le tte
W illiam  F . M etts
H aro ld  J . M organ
Lloyd J . P ic ein
M. P . B edford
Linwood T em ple
G. P . W alls
Edwin M. Hood, P re s id e n t 
E dw ard  P . Ruddy, S e c re ta ry

B eth lehem  S teel Corn.
B ath Iron W orks Corp.
Ingalls Shipbuilding Div. /L itto n  
Bath Iron W orks Corp.
A labam a D ry  Dock & Shipbuilding 
Jack so n v ille  S h ipyards, Inc. 
G enera l D ynam ics/Q uincy  
N ew port News SB & DD Co. 
G enera l D yn am ics/G ro to n  
Sun Shipbuilding k  DD Co.
N orfolk Shipbuilding 8c DD Co. 
B ath Iron  W orks Corp.
M aryland Shipbuilding k  DD Co.
S h ipbu ilders Council of A m erica  
S h ipbu ilders Council of A m erica

W hile the  follow ing s ta tem e n t w as m ade by a m em b er o£ the 
C om m ittee la te r  a t the m ee tin g  i t  was p e rtin e n t to a l l  su b jec ts  d is ­
cu ssed  and, th e re fo re , re p o r te d  a t th is po int. The m em b er of the Com­
m ittee  sta ted :

"T he m oney involved in the su b jec ts  d isc u sse d  a t the 
* A ccident P rev en tio n  Com m ittee* m eetings go fa r  beyond 
th a t involved in p ra c tic a lly  ev e ry  o ther co m m ittee  that is 
function ing  w ith in  the C ouncil. T h e re  is  nothing th a t is 
d isc u sse d  by o th e r groups th a t r e a l ly  ap p ro ach es the po­
te n tia l c o s t to sh ip y ard s of A m erica  like th a t involved in  
the su b je c ts  d isc u sse d  by th is  C o m m ittee ."
At the in v ita tio n  of C om m ittee C hairm an  H ow ard, the  P re s id e n t 

of the Council opened the m eetin g  w ith b r ie f  com m ent on se v e ra l item s 
of c u rre n t in te re s t :
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CHANGE OF NAME TO "ACCIDENT PREVENTION COM M ITTEE"
M r. Hood noted th a t the Council had adopted re v is e d  By- 

Laws w hich, am ong o th er th ings, m ade changes in the C ouncil's  
co m m ittee  s tru c tu re  including a reco n stitu tio n  of the "Safety  Com­
m itte e "  as  the "A cciden t P rev en tio n  C o m m ittee ."  This change, 
su b jec t to B oard  ap p ro v a l, is to  take p lace  in  June. R eac tion  of the 
C om m ittee m em b ers  was unan im ously  favo rab le  w ith com m ent by 
s e v e ra l p a r t ic u la r ly  en d o rs in g  the elim ina tion  of "Safety" fro m  the 
C om m ittee n am e .

ASBESTOS FIB E R  HEALTH HAZARDS IN SHIPYARDS
The C om m ittee  had b efo re  i t  p re s s  clipp ings w hich pointed 

up a p o ten tia lly  se r io u s  p ro b le m  involving a sb es to s  f ib e r  h ea lth  
h a z a rd s  in  sh ip y a rd s . A pparen tly  re c e n t m ed ica l s tu d ie s  am ong ‘ 
a sb e s to s  w o rk e rs  of the incidence of a sb e s to s is  and a type of lung 
c a n c e r a sso c ia te d  w ith  exposu re  to a sb e s to s , had led  to re co m m en d a­
tions th a t the accep tab le  "T h resh o ld  lim it"  be red u ced  f ro m  5 m illions 
of p a r tic le s  p e r  cubic foot to 2 m illio n s . Also, th e re  has been wide 
p u b lic ity  of au to p sy  find ings of "a sb es to s  bod ies" in  the lungs of a 
high p e rc en ta g e  of the g en e ra l population. The im p lica tio n  was that 
a sb es to s  f ib e rs  a r e  becom ing an  im p o rtan t po llu tan t in the g en e ra l 
a tm o sp h e re  (See a ttach ed  a r t ic le  f ro m  the WASHINGTON POST dated 
D ecem ber 4, 1968).

M r. Hood re p o r te d  th a t a m em b er of the C ouncil's  Board 
a t i ts  M arch  m eeting  had sta ted  h is  opinion th a t the F e d e ra l  sa fe ty  
ru le s  and reg u la tio n s  on th is su b jec t now being co n s id e red  fo r  adoption, 
p ro b ab ly  co n stitu te  one of the m o st im p o rtan t a r e a s  fo r Council a c t i ­
v ity . The B oard  m em b er had p roposed  fu r th e r  th a t the sa fe ty  and health  
p ro b lem  of a s b e s to s is  (and a lso  in d u s tr ia l d ea fn ess) m ight b es t be dea lt 
w ith by the C ouncil on an in d u s try -w id e  b a s is .  In o rd e r  to be effective 
the B oard  m em b er suggested  th a t the Council co n sid e r e s tab lish m en t 
of a h ighly  sk illed  te c h n ic a l and m ed ica l group to cope w ith  th ese  p ro b ­
le m s .

M r. Hood re p o r te d  fu r th e r  th a t the B oard  had a g re e d  the 
m a tte r  should f i r s t  be rev iew ed  by the Safety C om m ittee w ith  a view 
t© subm itting  i ts  reco m m en d atio n s to the B oard ,

C ouncil P re s id e n t Hood noted th a t David Swankin, D ire c to r  
of the B ureau  of L abor S tan d a rd s , had d isc lo sed  an in ten se  in te re s t  
in the in d u s try 's  handling of th is  po ten tia lly  se rio u s  h ea lth  p ro b lem  and 
had pinpointed a s b e s to s is  as an a r e a  to w hich he  hoped the sh ipyard  
in d u s try  would d ire c t  c lo se  a tten tio n . H is b as ic  thought ap p eared  to  be
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a d e s ire  th a t a s itu a tio n  such as the re c e n t ’’b lack  lung" controversy- 
in coal m in ing  be avoided .

One m em b er of the C om m ittee re fe r r in g  tc  the p ro p osa l 
that th is  p ro b lem  be d e a lt w ith by the Council on an in d ustry -w ide  
b as is  by' m eans .of a highly  sk illed  tech n ica l and m ed ica l group 
suggested  th a t com pan ies having th ese  ta len ts  am ong th e ir  em ployees 
should appoint them  to  such a group. To get th ings s ta r te d , he p ro ­
posed that a th re e -m a n  group, including two tech n ica l m en f ro m  the 
in d u s try  and one f ro m  the C om m ittee re p re se n tin g  the m anagem ent 
a r e a  be appoin ted . The th re e -m a n  group would study the situation  
and re p o r t  back to the C om m ittee w ith its  su g g estio n s. H ow ever, su b ­
sequen t d isc u ss io n  d isc lo sed  a lack  of c la r i ty  as to how se rio u s  the 
p ro b lem  re a lly  i s . and a lso  that som e y ard s a lre a d y  have stud ies under 
way to d e te rm in e  the s itu a tio n  both fro m  the standpoin t of in d u s try  u se  
of a sb es to s  and as to the m ed ica l p ic tu re . A dditionally , L abor D e p a rt­
m ent in d u s tr ia l  h y g ien is ts  w ere  re p o rte d  to have approached  se v e ra l 
sh ip y ards to d e te rm in e  w hat ac tion  is being taken by in d u s try . T here  
was m ention  th a t D r. Irv ing  Selikoff nam ed in the WASHINGTON POST 
a r t ic le ,  has a lso  con tacted  som e y a rd s .

D r. Selikoff was re p o rte d  to be D irec to r  of E nv ironm en tal 
M edicine a t M t. S inai H osp ital in New Y ork and a p a r t  of a jo in t v en tu re  . 
betw een Mt. S inai, Joh n s-M an v ille  C orp. and the In te rna tio na l P ipe 
C o v ere rs  and R e fr ig e ra tio n  W orkers Union. O thers m entioned as having 
an in te re s t  included  the In te rn a tio n a l Office of A sbesto s W o rk e rs , Aetna 
In su ran ce  and the A rm stro n g  Company.

‘A fee lin g  w as ex p re ssed  by s e v e ra l  m em b ers  of the C om m ittee
th a t i t  is  unw ise fo r the y a rd s  to re fu se  a c c e ss  by th e se  in te re s ts .

»

In th is  con tex t, a tten tio n  of the C om m ittee w as draw n to an 
a r t i c l e  in  the W ALL STR EET JOURNAL dated  M arch  17, 1968, which 
d isc lo se s  th a t H ill & Knowlton, Inc. , national public re la tio n s  f irm , 
is now re p re se n tin g  Johns-M an  v ille  C orp. on h ea lth  p ro b lem s connected 
with a sb e s to s is  and o th e r d ise a se s  w o rk e rs  develop fro m  inhaling  a sb es to s  
d u st.

E nsuing  d isc u ss io n  convinced the C om m ittee that th e re  a re  
a lo t of th ings going on and th a t a t th is tim e  ra th e r  than  appointing the 
rro u p  of tech n ica l people th a t had been p ro p osed , i t  would be adv isab le  
to f i r s t  develop fu r th e r  in fo rm atio n . _ The consensus was th a t the p ro b lem  
needs c lo se  w atching  w ith  coor d ination  of_ the .availab le  in fo rm atio n  and 
£ F o m ô F ^ tio m “ '>̂ rh F ^ o m m itte e  lîg reê d  th a t the Council should im m ed ia te ly  
take step s to develop  w hat is  taking p laqe in the v a rio u s  a r e a s ,  catalogue 
a ll of them , and d e te rm in e  w here  the Council can co o rd in a te  and f it  into 
the p ic tu re .
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As one step  the  C om m ittee ag reed  the Council should 
ask  a l l  m em b ers  to p rov ide  any in fo rm atio n  they  m ay have such 
as stu d ie s  being m ade, v is its  fro m  re s e a rc h  groups and so fo rth .

C oncern  was ex p re ssed  both as to the a sb es to s  and the 
h ea rin g  p ro b lem  th a t the A m erican  M edical A ssoc ia tion  seem s to 
be le f t out. M ention w as m ade th a t a D r. Howe, who heads up the 
In d u s tr ia l M edicine D iv ision  of AMA, -is the p ro p e r p e rso n  to 
ap p ro ach  fo r coo rd in a tio n  w ith th a t group.

M r. Hood ag reed  th a t he would e s ta b lish  lia iso n  w ith the 
H ill and Knowlton concern  to fu r th e r  develop the a c tiv itie s  under 
way and that the AMA would be contacted.

D uring  the d isc u ss io n  th e re  a lso  was com m ent th a t so 
long as a sb e s to s  is  used in in d u stry  it w ill p re se n t a h ea lth  p ro b ­
lem  and th a t a t le a s t  fro m  the sh ipyard  in d u s try  point of view 
the eventual so lu tion  m ay lie  in  the use of su b s titu te s . One p ro p osal 
w as th a t reco m m en d atio n s be m ade to the Navy, M ar Ad and the sh ip ­
ow ners that a sb e s to s  containing p roducts not be specified  fo r vess'el 
co n s tru c tio n . It w as re c a lle d  th a t in  sandb lasting  the sa fe ty  and 
h ea lth  p ro b lem  had led to su b stitu tio n  of shot b lastin g  and sy n th etics.
The thought was e x p re sse d  th a t th e re  m ay  be a su b s titu te  fo r a sb es to s .
In any event, the u se  of m ask s w as recogn ized  as quite objectionable ” 
fro m  a w ork er effic iency  standpoin t.

C om m ittee d isc u ss io n  ind icated  a lso  th a t the  p ro b lem  has not 
a r is e n  suddenly  and th a t re c e n t public ity  has re su lte d  fro m  suggestions 
fo r su rv e y s  by the lab o r un ions.

It w as re p o rte d  that a p ap er onthe p ro b lem  is  scheduled to be 
p resen te d  a t  the N ational Safety  Council m eetings in N e w  Y ork on 
A pril 16th.

F u r th e r ,  as to w hether the a sb es to s  p ro b lem  is  new, it  was 
pointed out that as long ago a s  1964 th e  Council had re ce iv e d  a le t te r  
fro m  the then  D ire c to r  of the B ureau  of L abor S tand ard s, A rthur M otley, 
lis tin g  a num ber of item s of th is  n a tu re  w hich the B ureau  in tends w ill, 
as a m a tte r  of evolution , lead  to som e re g u la to ry  action  in the fu tu re .

F u r th e r  C om m ittee d iscu ss io n  of v a rio u s  b its  and p ieces of 
in fo rm atio n  led  to a reco g n itio n  th a t b a s ica lly  a national r a th e r  than 
a sing le  in d u s try  p ro b lem  is  involved and th a t a t th is  point the Council 
would not be ju s tif ied  in ra is in g  a fund to m ake a study on behalf of the 
sh ip y ard  in d u s try .
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The C om m ittee  reco g n ized  th a t the sh ip y ard  em p lo y er i s  at 
a p a r tic u la r  d isad van tag e  because under p re s e n t le g a l p rin c ip le s  the 
la s t  em p loyer is  being held re sp o n s ib le  fo r a ll dam age to  a w ork er 
even though h is  exp o su re  m ay have been during p rev io u s  em ploym ent 
p e rio d s . The leg a l s itu a tio n  ap p ea rs  to be quite lik e  th a t in  the h e a r ' 
ing c a se s .

At the conclusion  of the  C om m ittee d isc u ss io n , C ouncil P r e s i ­
dent Hood s ta te d  he would con tact H ill and Knowlton and in fo rm  the C om ­
m ittee  as to h is  find ings.
SAFETY ADVISORY COM M ITTEE MEETING - F e b ru a ry  24, 25, 1969

M r. Ruddy re p o rte d  th a t the P re s id e n t of the C ouncil, as a 
m em b er of the new  Safety  A dv iso ry  C om m ittee to the B ureau  of L abor 
S tandards had a ttended  the f i r s t  day  of th a t g ro u p ’s tw o-day  m eeting  in 
la te  F e b ru a ry  and th a t he (M r. Ruddy) had attended  the second day in 
p lace of M r. Hood. He re p o rte d  th a t a good p a r t  of the m a te r ia l  m ade 
ava ilab le  to the a d v iso ry  group a t the m eeting  had been  a lre a d y  r e ­
produced  and d is tr ib u te d  to the C ouncil’s C om m ittee and th a t he would 
continue th is  p ro c e d u re  to keep the C om m ittee in fo rm ed  as to the ac tiv itie s  
of the A dv iso ry  C om m ittee .

M r. R uddy re p o rte d  th a t one im p o rtan t re c e n t outgrow th of the 
g en e ra l in d u s try  expanding dialogue on sa fe ty  m a tte r s  h as been an in ­
te r e s t  by the U. S. C ham ber of C o m m erce , the NAM and s im ila r  n a ­
tional b u sin ess  g roups in  the  L o n g sh o rem en 's  and H arb o r W o rk e rs  C om ­
pensation  Act, One re fle c tio n  of g en e ra l in d u s try  co n cern  w ith th is  law  
is  seen  in  the schedu ling  by the N ational A sso c ia tio n  of M an u fac tu re rs  of 
a sym posium  fo r  high le v e l policy  m a k e rs  on the pending B urton  B ill 
w hich p ro p o ses  to in c re a s e  the benefits  u n d e r th a t A ct fro m  $70 to $105 
p er week . The NAM sym posium  is  scheduled  fo r  la te  A p ril and M r. Ruddy 
p ro m ised  to r e p o r t  b ack  to the C om m ittee  in due c o u rse  as to the outcom e 
of the d isc u ss io n s .
HAZARDOUS MATERIALS DATA SHEET

The C o m m ittee  w as in fo rm ed  th a t th is  fin a l reg u la tio n  is  expected  
to be is su e d  by th e  B ureau  of L abor S tandards in  a m a tte r  of days and when 
ava ilab le  co p ies w ill go to the C om m ittee m em b ers  and a ll y a rd s . W hile the 
fin a l tex t has n o t been  d isc lo se d  to in d u s try , i t  is  expected  th a t the re g u la ­
tion and the d a ta  sh e e t w ill fo llow  the fo rm a t ag re ed  to by th e  C ouncil's  
Safety C om m ittee  som e tim e ago.

The m em b ers  of the C om m ittee ag reed  th a t i t  would be u se fu l if  a 
s tandard  fo rm  of t ra n s m it ta l  l e t te r  i s  developed fo r u se  by the y ard s in  
fo rw ard ing  the data  sh e e t to th e ir  su p p lie rs . M r. Ruddy ind ica ted  he would
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co o rd in a te  such  a developm enta l e ffo rt if C ounsel fo r the Shipbuilders 
C ouncil ag reed  th a t th is  is  a p ro p e r ac tiv ity .

HANDLING OF POTENTIALLY EXPLOSIVE SHIPS 
BY U. S. R EPA IR  YARDS

The C om m ittee  had b efo re  i t  a re q u e s t by the C ouncil's 
B oard  th a t it  rev iew  the ship  re p a ir  in d u s try 's  o v e ra ll  po licy  as to 
hand ling  v e s se ls  th a t a r e  in a po ten tia lly  explosive condition  w hether 
due to th e ir  not being gas fre ed  o r because  of o th er fa c to rs . The • . 
b as ic  thought w hich p rom pted  th e  B oard  to d ire c t  th is  rev iew  was 
th a t if y a rd s  continued to handle th ese  tan k e rs  it  would be only a 
m a tte r  of tim e b efo re  a m a jo r c a ta s tro p h e  o c c u rre d  w ith lo ss  of life  
'and p ro p e rty  both in the sh ipyard  and env io rns

■t

The C om m ittee w as in fo rm ed  th a t a t its  m eeting  on M arch 5 
m em b ers  of the B oard  had ind ica ted  th e ir  ag reem en t w ith  the p rinc ip le  
th a t no v e sse l should be handled in  a sh ip  re p a ir  y a rd  un til i t  has been 
gas freed  o r o th e rw ise  re n d e re d  sa fe , and th a t i t  w as the ap p a ren t sen se  
of the B oard  th a t th is m a tte r  should be rev iew ed  by the Council to d e te r ­
m ine w hat should be done to e lim in a te  po ten tia l d a n g e rs . As a f i r s t  
s tep , the  B oard  had a g re ed  th a t the Safety C om m ittee should consider 
the p ro b lem  a t  i ts  m ee ting  A pril 2, 1969, and subm it i ts  reco m m en d a­
tions to  the B oard .

Subsequent to the  B oard  m eeting  the  P re s id e n t of the Council 
re ce iv e d  a confirm ing  le t te r  on the su b jec t w hich s ta te s , in  p a rt:

' 'As  you can a p p re c ia te , the c o s t and tim e involved 
in gas f re e in g  a tan k er can  be an im p o rtan t co st 
fa c to r  to a sh ip  o p e ra to r , and as  a 'consequence, th is 
q uestion  of gas fre e in g  becom es a p a r t  of the co m p eti­
tive  a tm o sp h e re  su rround ing  the p ro c u re m e n t of sh ip  
r e p a ir  w ork. As I ind ica ted  a t the D ire c to rs  M eeting, 
i t  is  not in  our m utual b e s t  in te re s ts  to in je c t safe ty  
co n s id e ra tio n s  of th is type into the com petitive a re n a  
and you w ill r e c a l l  I p roposed  to m ake ou r position  
c le a r ,  on an ind ividual com pany b a s is , to  the C oast 
G uard and the D ep artm en t of L abo r. P r io r  to taking 
th is  ac tio n  and as a  r e s u l t  of the d iscu ss io n s  and a s s u r ­
ances th a t the Council would co n sider th is m a tte r  in  
som e dep th  and take reaso n ab le  p ro m pt ac tio n , I 
ag reed  to d e fe r m y ap p ro ach  to the governm ental 
a u th o ritie s  on th is  su b je c t."
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STANDARD UNIFORM STATE SAFETY LAW
One m a jo r su b jec t being c u rre n tly  d isc u ssed  w ithin  the 

D epartm en t of L abor and w hich has been taken up w ith in d u s try  and 
lab o r on the agenda of the A dvisory C om m ittee , is  a p ro p o sa l fo r a 
S tandard  U niform  S tate Safety  Law. M r. Ruddy re p o rte d  that the 
sp ecific  p ro p o sa l fo r a u n ifo rm  ac t b efo re  the A dvisory  C om m ittee 
had been rep rod u ced  and fo rw arded  to the C om m ittee fo r th e ir  r e ­
view .

A fter b r ie f  d iscu ss io n , it was decided th a t a ll leg is la tio n  
dealing  w ith the f e d e r a l  and State W orkm en 's C om pensation  and Safety 
law s including the F e d e ra l  O ccupational Safety and H ealth  Act a re  
m a tte rs  that can b es t be handled by the L egal C om m ittee and that the 
S e c re ta ry  of the C ouncil should take w hatever ac tion  .may be re q u ire d  
to bring  th ese  m a tte rs  to the a tten tion  of th a t C om m ittee . T h ere  was 
ag re em e n t th a t the C ouncil should te s tify  b efo re  the C ongress ag a in st 
the in c re a s e s  in the lev e l of benefits being p roposed  in the B urton 
B ill, H R -6949.

GEAR CERTIFICATION
M r. Ruddy re p o rte d  th a t no com m ent had been  rece ived  fro m  

m em b ers  of the C om m ittee on the B ureau  of L abor S tandards regu la tio n , 
P a r t  1505, G ear C e rtifica tio n , published in the FED ERA L REGISTER, 
M arch  4, 1969 and fo rw arded  to the m em b ers  of the C om m ittee fo r final 
com m ent on M arch  12th. The assum ption  is  that f ro m  the view point of 
the sh ip y ard s , th is  regu la tio n  is accep tab le . T here  w as som e d iscu ss io n  
as to w hether sho re  side c ran es  now re q u ire  c e rtif ic a tio n . No action  
was taken .

ADJOURNMENT
The m eeting  ad journed  a t 3:00 P . M.

t . t 7 .  £ - * •

E dw ard P . Ruddy 
S e c re ta ry


