‘February 8, 1943

Sk

AIR MATI,

Mr. R. E. Rowley,"

Bureau ¢f Light and Fover,

222 South Hill Street, -
Les Angeles, California.

Dear Mr. Rovley:s

I have received information through Mr.. C. D. Lowry, Jr., of
Universal 0il Products Company, of Chisago, to the effect that
army troops training in the California desert-are heving diffi-
culties in burning leaded gasoline in theilr cooke-stoves. Inas-
much as this problem is developing elsevhere, it is of consi-
derable importance that the facts be clsarly established, and-
therefore, I should like to take advantage of this opportunity
to follow the matter up.

I think there is no secret in the fact that a special stove has
teen designed for the use of the Army vhere only leaded fuel

can be had. If such stoves are not avweilable, unleaded fuel
should be used. Howvever, 1f the circumstances are such that
leaded fuel has been used in ordinary stoves, we should learn

as much as possible about the difficulties, s$ince there is no
doubt that this situation will have to be met both by our armed
forces and those of our allies. (I rely upon your judgment as an
army consultant to exercise such discretion as may be necessary
in the use of any information I may give you that has not been
senerally released. It may not be possible to supply stoves of
apecial design within this country. I believe they are intended
primarily for outgoing unita, in the anticipation that unleaded
fuel is availadble throughout continental U.3.A. I should nct
wish to precipitate a demand for equipment that may not be had.)

I particularly want to know something about the following points:
What technical édifficulties have occurred, and what has been
done sbout them? (b) What length of time has been involved in
the use of these stoves with leaded fuel? (c¢) What have bLeen the
conditions with respect to the. exposure of individuals and groups
of persons, to the fumes or to contaminated food, - that is, what
provisions have been made for ventilation to carry away fumes,
and vhat precautions, if any, are taken to prevent the contamina-
tion of food from direct or indirect contact with the combustion
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(a) Has there been any fear of being poisoned on the
sxposed persons, and have there been any cases of illness

soused suspicion of poisoning?
‘ ﬂxi;éhlize that these gquestions may be unfair in relation to your

éxperience, but they ara questions that are bound to be raised
“4n this connection 8nd we should obtain. the answvers if possible.
" With the idea in mimd that you may wish to aid or be ailded in

' the investigation of these matters, I am sending a copy of this

" letter of Mr. S. M. Wagner, Division Mangger of the Ethyl Cor-

“ poration:im Los Angeles, asking him tc get in touch with you and
, / to give you every assistance 1ln obtaining-this information. It
O 7+ should be possible to make such arrangements &s will provide un-

P © - leaded gasoline for use 1f necessary. I think Mr. Wagner ecould
. "+ be helpful in this connection. But it should also be possible to
77" capitalize on this situation as & source of guidance for the
/ future. I shall appreciate greatly any a&ssistance or information

/ you may be able to give on this highly important matter. -

- Very truly yours,

'\\‘

S Robert A. Rehoe, M. D.
~ RAK ef

c- c-' HI‘.ASV, M. W&gne!',
Ethyl Corporation, ;
977 W. 8ixth Street, B
Los Angeles, California.
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February 8, 1943

AIR BATL

. Mr. R. B. Rowley.

S Buresy of Light and Pever,
o0 222 South Hill Street, -
Los Angeles, California.

Deer Mr. Rowvley!

I have received information through Mr. C. D, Lowry, Jr., of
Universal 0il Products Company, of Chicago, to the effeet that
army troops training in the California desert are having diffie-
culties in dburning leaded gasoline in their coock-stoves. Inas-
much as this problem 1s developing elsevhere, it is of consi-
derable importance that the facts be clearly establighed, and.
therefore, I should like to take advantage of this opportunity
to follovw the matter up.

I think there is no secret in the fact that a specisl stove has
been designed for the use of the Army where only leaded fuel
can be had. If such stoves are nol available, unleaded fuel
should be used. Howvever, if the circumstances are such that
leaded fuel has been used in ordinary stoves, we should learn
&8s much as possible about the difficulties, since there is no
doubt that this situation will have tc be met both by our armed
forces and those of our allies. (I rely upon your judgment as &n
army consultant to exercise such discretion as may dbe necessary
in the use of any information I may give you that has not been
generally released. It may not be possible to supply stoves of
apecial design within this country. I believe they are intended
rrimarily for outgoing units, in the antlicipation that unleaded
fuel is avallabdble throughout continental U.S.A. I should not
vish to precipitate a demand for equipnment that may not be had.)

I particulerly want to know something about the following points? -
(a) What technical difficulties have occurred, and what has been
done about them? (b) What length of time has been involved in

the use of these stoves with leaded fuel? (c) What have besn the
conditions with respect to the exposure of individuals and groups
of persons, to the fumes or to contaminated food, « that is, what
provisions have been made for ventllation to carry avay fumes,

and vhat precautions, 1f any, are taken to prevent the contaminae
tion of food from direct or indirect contact with the combustion
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products? (d) Has thers been any fear of being poisaned on' tha
part of exposed persons, and have thers teen any cases. ot 1.1,11:938
that aroused suspiscion of peisonting? B
I realize tuat these queations may be unfair in relatien to’ yemr
experience, hut they arec gueaticas that are vound to be ra.isod Q¥

. in this connection and we should obtaini the ansvers if. possible.
With the f{dea in mind that you may vish to aid or be aided!'in -
the investigation of these matters, I am sending a copy of thts’
letter of Mr. S. M. Wagner, Division Manager of the Ethyl Core
poretion in los Angeles, asking him to get in touch with you 2nd.
to give you evor{ sasiatance in obteining this information. It |
should be possible to make such arrangements as will provide une
leaded gaesoline for use if necessary. I think Mr. Wogper could
_be helpful in this connection. But it should also be pcasibla to
capitalize on this situation as & source of guidance for the !

- future. I shall appreciate greatly any sssistance or infomation
) you ll.y be able to give on this highly important mttox'.; . A

Very truly yours, \

.m“ I T | SRR O
0 G. Mr. 5. M. Vagnor, 2N o L
N ,‘Ethrl ‘Corporation, < - Sy

0 977 W. 8ixth Street, . s ARt
. Los A.ngolea. caurcmm. S o A

s
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