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2nd October, 1958.

The Under Secretary Tor Mines, e s DT g et et
Treasfey Building, .
PERTH« "

Pr. Fing has peferred your letter toc me.

In reply:~ The ¥ine Workers! Reiief Aot
shoxld be mmended to cover workers suffering from Ashbetie
tosin.

s mba

Enswers to specific queries are «

{e) This year 254 vorkers employed in the
asbheatos industry at “ittencom had chest xwrays.
8 of these vers dliagnosed ss suffering frowm Asbestoeis.

(v) The effect on the workers as in Silicosis,
depends on three anin factors.

(1) Duration of exposurs.

{2} Concentrations of asbestos fibres, especially

the larger oncsda.
(3) Individual variation in response 1o exposure.

The time of onset From Lirst exposure 1s alse
larpeRly dependent on these fsetors. TPerhaps an
“average’ time could e guoted as & years, dbut 1t might
be mach earlier or much later than this,

The chlef effect on the worker is Ancreasing
breathiessnesss The end result of this wvaries in a
similar way to that of Silicesis: 2.e. there are

- vayying Seprees of incapacity; Trom bresthliepshess o0
Hf : conslderable exertion to breathiessness at complete
rest, Rirht iicart Tailure moy cupervine in advance -
Cases.,
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A8 @ generaiisation, I should say that
Astestosis 1s more incapscitating than Silicosis.

The incidsnce of tuherculosis in associa-
tion with Asbestosis, ig conslidered by mosi
suthoritiea not 1o he increased. However, mogt
suthorities agree that ihe incidence of cancer
of the lung le higher in patiepta sufferdng from
Asbestogis, Thiz umually has not dbeen msnifest

“for many years after the onset’of Asvesitats -and~-

does not appear to apply to agbestos workers
overall, put only to those sufrering from
Asdestoslis,

() The dleebility is progressive and can be
ssseaged BY x-~ray chenges together with c¢linicel exsmina-
tion. Specinl lung function tests may =iso help in
apsessments - : i

The z=-ray sppesrances, though different
from thone found in Silicosis, dc lend themselyes to

' the clasusification sdopted”for the*latter, f.e. esrly™

Asvestosins and advanced Asbestosia,

it 35 o be borne in nind that there nmay de
a cotdined Silicosie snd Asbestosis hezard and a vorker
may suffer from both of these condltions.

Yours faithfally,

(D. fetham)
PHYSTCIAN

DYPATTHENE _OF PURLIC HrArfi.




