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They a l s o  v in d ic a te  th e ICEF’ s  p o s it io n  in  regard  to  E t e r n i t 's  o p e ra ' 
tsions in  p a r t ic u la r  and th e use o f a sb e sto s  in  ge n era l.
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R ep resen ta tiv e s o f  the ICQ1 Permanent World Council fo r  E te r n it  met 

w ith in te r  n a tio n a l management o f the carp any in  Ju ly  1976. As a r e s u l t  o f  
d is c u s s io n s  a t  th a t  t in » ,  the ICEF expressed  i t s  opinion th a t  E te r n it  and 
o th er lead in g m u ltin atio n a l companies m snufaeturing a sb e sto s  products were 
w e ll aware o f the dan gers to  workers from a sb e s to s ,  but were sirrp ly  p lay in g  
fo r  tim e in  f ig h t in g  trad e  union re p re se n ta tio n s  on the q u e stio n , teah w h ils , 
a s  th e l a t e s t  even ts prove, these companies ware v igo ro u sly  seek in g  means 
t o  move away from  a sb e sto s  by developing s u b s t i tu te s .

E t e r n i t 's  d e c is io n  c le a r ly  in d ic a te s  th a t  the company hae now developed 
a l te r n a t iv e s ,  even though i t  con tinues to  operate  f a c i l i t i e s  in  I t a ly  and- 
Canada and to  rec e iv e  a  portion  o f i t s  raw a sb e sto s  from th e  USSR. The com­
pany has continued to  adopt the common lin e  o f other a sb e sto s  m an ufactu rers.
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C ir c u la r  L e t te r  No. 88/81

TO ALL ICEF AFFILLIATEO AND 
ASSOCIATED ORGANIZATIONS 
AND MEMBERS,OF THE ETERNIT 
WORLD COUNCIL

Geneva, 15th O ctober, IS 81

O sar C o lleag u es;

ETERNIT BEGINS RETREAT FR

The a sb e s to s  cement m enufactoring group, E te r n it ,  has J u s t  announced 
th s c lo su re  o f three a sb e sto s  mines in  Zimbabwe and the s a le  of i t s  sub­
s id ia r y  a sb e sto s  mining company, A sbestos Investment L im ited , in  South A fr ic a .
These moves c le a r ly  s ig n a l  thB company's in te n tio n  to  phase out i t s  depend- W r n l m  
ency on a sb e sto s  in  i t s  v ariou s products a s  su b s t itu te  m a te r ia ls  become :
a v a i la b le .



there «fluid be the danger of simply substitutinp a wall known hazard by a 
iasa yell-definae nos, which may repeat the irafir, pattern of asbestos as 
the industry continues to  modify i t s  ¡oroducSifle tschniqtm as l i t t l e  awl 
es chsaoly as^posaibls-

the/present move by E ter s i t  i s  further evidence. Of the need fen* 
negotiations ta  tea caened at intarnational she local levels to discuss the 
future of the industry and of i t s  workfor® In a plfltsneas end responsible

Yours fraternally
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