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situation in industry, before arriving at
any conclusion as to what the hazard
may be, if any, and then translate it
o writing terms. -

“By the same token, we can never as-
sumne that because potentially dangerous
substances are used in manufactutring
processes .a hazard veally exists. This
has been ithe foundation for what we
have previcusly called ‘missed business. ™

Prevention thoe Keystone

The speaker then called attention to
the need for special adaptation of the
industrial physical examination to occn-
pational disease probtems and said that
the results of such examination should
always be interpreted in the light of the
possibility of industrial environmeéne af-
fecting the exposed employe,

Prevention was hailed by Dr. -Sapping-
ton as the keystonec of all occupational
disease work and far more significant
than any other phase in the field of in-
dustrial medicine and hygiene., He drew
comparative analogics between the evo-
lutionary processes of occupational dis-
eases and those of fire insurance and of
accidental injuries, and then said: “If I
am nol very snuch mistaken we shall
probably have to learn the same Jessons
in orvcupational discases that have been
previously taught to us regarding fires
and accidental injuries.”

Dr. Sappington in closing macde the
following suggestions which hc believéed
couid be made the basis for improving
the present enipmatic and puzzling oc-
cupational disease situation: :

Six Suggestions

1. That an advisory board on occupational
disease risk§ be appointed in each insurance
company, this board to consiat of represestatives
of the underwriting, compensatinn, inspection
and engineering, and legal departments, together
with 1 competent representative of the medical
profession who is able to interpret in under.
standable terms the nature of a given indus-
trial hazard and ita effects unon the humacn
bady., This board should have regular and peri-
odic meectings for exchange of infarmation Ly

Intelligent Middle Ground
The spirit behind Dr. Sappington’s
approach to his subject was appreei-
ated as he set himself up as rneither
optimistic nor pessimistic in discuss-
ing the occupational discase enigma.
Furthermaore, he saw no need for
eithetr hysteria or for smmugness and
complacency in approaching this prob-
lem and said: *“T have this faith in
the insurance fraternity, and in the
engineering and medical professions:
that such a degree of interlocking and
reciprocity of effort will be attained,
that stabilization will result. I believe
that there is an intelligent middle
ground.” -

its members and come to - definite conclusions
regacding specibe examples of industrial under.
writing.

The institition of regular and periadic lec-
tures mand informal discussions, separately for
the medical men, engineers and inapectors, and
for the underwriting and compensation experts
in each company.

3. The regular publication of a question-and-
answer column in insurance company papers.

4, ‘The gradual building up of a rating sys-
fem in which the rating, compensation and un-
derwriting departments shall correlate informa.
tion with the cngineering, inspection and medi-
cal groups, the objective being a rating plan
which can be intetiigently applied to under-
writing. -

5. The continuous amassing of all possibie
information regarding scientific measurement of
industrial exposures of various types and co-
ordinating snd integrating witl: this the medical
findings, so that as & background for intelli-
gent underwriting, these cause-and-effect rela.
tioastiips can forin an invaluahle "body o‘ data
useful for years to coihe.

6. Tinally, the preparation of standard files
of procedure for each department concerned in
this work, which may grow into manuzis ef in-
structions, an eventuality contingent upon rath-
ering a great body of data which will form the
hasis for abstract canclusions which can be set

. down for gnidance.

F. R. Jones’ Legislative Report

The annual report of TF. Robertsou
Jones, as secretary-treasurer of the In-
ternational Association of Casmalty &
Surety Underwriters, a carefully pre-
pared digest of the legislative activities
of the past years as aifecting casualty
and surety interests, was available to all
at the convention. Mr. Jones confined
his eomments largely to surety, taxation,
workmen’s compensation and financial
responsibitity  for automobile accidents.
He has never seen a legislative ycar
which equaled that of 1935 for intensily
and he described it, in fact, as the worst
within his experience, not because of the
number of legisiative sessions but by
reason of thc number of bills pending
and their importance. He said:

“Spome conception of the size of the
task may be had from the fact that, to
date, we have prepared and distributed
3,528 memoranda on bills affecting our
business, as compased with 3,121 on the
same date in 1933—thc last comparable
year.” R

Security Funds An Innovation

An innovation in the field of work-
men’s compensation, he said, was the in-
troductian of bil's providing for the crea-
tion of security funds for insclvent in-

surers and he said: "In general they re-
quired contributions from solvent com-

panies ta pay the compensation awards
against any company that failed or pro-
vided for the creation of state funds for
the eame purpose. Ten hills were intro-
duced in seven states, viz, Maryland
Minnesota, New Jerscy, New York,
North Carolina, Pevnsylvania and Wis-
consin. They became law in Minnesota,
New Jersey, New York, North Carolina
and Wisconsin.

“In Kansas, New Hampshire, New Jer-
sey, Oklahoma and Peunsylvania, bills
were introduced proposing a complete
vevision of the warkmen’s compensation
taw, but all failed. Bills proposing a
compensation law  were introduced in
Arkansas, Flerida and South Carolina
and were enacted in Florida and South
Carolina. Only two states remain with-
out & compensation law, viz, Arkansas
and Mississippi”

Wide-Open O.D. Coverage

The outstanding devclopment in the

compensation field, Mr. Jones reported,”

was the renewed agitation for so-called
“wide open” occupational disease cover-
age. He gave the following review of
. the sitnation, explaining the work of a
special advisory committee on occupa-
tional diseases which has done pood
work since its appointment January 9,
1934- Rills proposing either outright
“wide-open” coverage; or the equivalent
by loose definition of the diseases to be
covered ; or that were othcrwise so in-
adequately drawn as_ to invite enlarge-
ment by intcrpretation that rendered
them equally objectionable—were intro-

duced in_Alabama, Delaware,
diarnta, Maryland, Massachnse
gan, Minnesota, Migsouri,
NewgHampshire, New Jersey,
QOklahama, Pennsyivania,” Rl
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With characteristic thorou
Anderson, vice-president,
Casualty, gave the White [
ventioners on Wednesday
better appreciation of the T
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“Surety. companies with th
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to plan such reforms. Staw
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must be raised, and surety
non-partisan risk selection,
political influence, can do :
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