Dr. J. . Gartsr

Heal th GcmmiSSiener
Clermont Gounty

District Board of Health
Bataviu, Onio

Dear Tootor Carter:

I hzve vour letter of
April lst concerning & case of a man whe died, on
whem & dlagnosils of lead polscning had been madee.

e lsad centent of the
varnish, ad Eivan in this instance, ls Loo lcw to have
caused even Low grade lsad poiscning, end 1% certeinly
could noi have producaa facal lead yoigon¢n It is
concsivable, of course, that the man had sorie other
“exposure to lead in the course of his o cupztion, out
1f his work consisted solely or primarily of woriking
with varnish under tiie conditions desrrlbea in your
letter, i viink it is falr ic say thui occupational
lead poisoning was not responsible for his death. Une
wonders what the actuual condition was and whether in this
instance the man couid have Deen exposad to toxic vapors
from the solivent, such as, {for c¢xample, bPenzol. Benzol
is not ordinariiy used in this way, so that benzol polson=-
ing would be a comparatively improbable cause of the death.
On the cother hand, 1f it seems reasonably certain that the
man developed an 1llness from his job, it would be necessary
‘to examine carefully into any and all possible exposures
in order to determine what was the cause of his 1llness.

I repeat that if the information which you have given me

is correct, it could not have boen lead poisoning, and

in the absence of adequate clinical data, it would be
difficult to arrive at g diagnoais. Wrist drop, as the
expression 1s frequently used, may mean a variety of
things. The expressicn "swollen blue gums" does not

convey the idea tnat there was a lead line. "Blue nall
beds" are an indication of cyanosls and suggest either

some circulatory difficulty, or the absorption of some
material which, like aniling produces a general cyanosis.
If sny more information on this case is available, I should
be glad to give you my bast judgment concerning its meaning.
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Ag to the variations 4in the lead
intake of different people, and 1ts pcssible relation-
ship te lead poisoning, I may say that lead poisoning
' in adults in the, genérsal population 19 exceedingly

~ rdre, and it is’ quite unlikely that any non-occ pational
i Ltion, with re: pect to‘ ead exn ure, co produce
lead pois@nxng.- 8

If it seens probable that this man
dled of some polsdoning which arose out of his occupation,
it would be wise to. 1nvestigate the conditions under which
he worked, and to find out in as great detdll as possible
Just'what he was doing and Just what sort of met erials he
handlsd. The only aaternative to ‘thisg, go far as I can
see, 1f the question of Leadwpoisoning an really be
seriouﬂly considered, is to zhume  the body and make
gnalyses which will demon ate the distribut¢on of the
quantiities of lead in the ¢ ‘eSw

Sincersly yours,

RAK:1s Robert A, Xshoe, H.D.
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