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In reply to your letter of December 3rd, regarding my work in the
7imken Laboratory, prior to my obtaining permission to lezave for

the purpose of going to Ford lHospital, Detroit, for examinastion,

diagnosis end trzatment, being aav1sed to go there by some of the
Limken officials, who hdd been there for examination.

Iy work was to machine test bars about 6" long~ varying widely in
5rinell hardness. I would center the bars on the drill press,
tcen put white lead on the center, and insert the bar in the
lathe., Because of the varying degree of Brinell hardness of the
different bars, it was often necessary to renove the bars from the
latne, cool them off and epply more lead and return to the lathe

& number of times during the machining opemation, The pieces had
to be the same size when finished- working to .001" to .002"
accuracy in ordsr to obtain an accurate tensile strength test.

It was necessary that the lathe run very slowly to do the cutting
and tze bars would bscome so hot that the lead would burn, causing
smoke and fumes to rise from thenm, and some of the lead would
spread on the bars. P

I would then have %to remove the bars, often let them cool, then
put more lead on the bars and return them to the lathe. 1In the
removal of the bars from the machine, reapplying lead and insert-
ing them in the mzachine again, end in short- in handling the bars
during my work, getting lead on my hands was almost unavoidable.
in my opinion it is necessary to use more lead on this type of
work then any other type of work done in a machine shop.

To sum it up, it is not correct that I oniy applied lead just
before inserting the bars in the lathe., It was necessary to
remove the bars and reapply lead a number of times during the
macihining of each bvar,

In answer to the next to last paragraph of your letter, there
were windows on the one side of the laboratory, but they could
not be opened easily. During the Fall and Winter, although

- there were steam pipes in the laboratory, my shop was so far
away from the heating plant that by the time it reached my shop
there was no heat in the pipes. I complained to the sieam fit-
ters and others in authcrlty but they said thet on account of
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wine Gistance awey from the heating plent, the trouble could not
ve remedied. I had a little platform bullt to stand on while at
tr.e work I was doing, to endeavor to keep my feet warm. The
buillaing was so c¢old thet I could not have the windows open for
ventiiation. T have proof of this., I had to wear woolen under-
wegar, wool shirt, sweater vest, and ‘wopolen sweater unaer mwy
overall jacket on account of the cold.

if there are any other matters you desire me to explaln, plsase
aGvise : ST : :
Yours very truly,

(Signed) HARCID D. MGJOK?ELL
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