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Dacrahicr 30, 1947

Mr. lvan Saocurin
Re: I1.H.F. Survey
Quebuc

Dear lvan:

Hugh Jackson and I have ruvtgweé the coudunsation of the survey winich
you senl us. We have noted deletion of all rofurences Lo Lnc association of
asbostosis and lung cancer in this condeitsation. While we believe that this in-
formalion is of great scicatific value, we can understand the desire of the
Q.A.M.A. to cmphaciza Lho exjiosurc of the agbestos miner and not Liie caces of
rsbentosis. We also are in agreement with the deletion of the reference to
smoking and lunyg cancer.

1t must Le recugnized, nowever, that this report will be subjucled Lo
¢riticiam when publiczned bLecauvae all other authores Loday correlate lung cincer
ang cases of astestosis. 1 we ure Lo restrict this cundensation to asbezstoa
minera, preater emphasis chould be placed on Lhe choice of words used in defin-
ing the conort. The fact that all members of the cohort had S or hore yzars of
expesure Lo astestus snould bo reiterated. .

Fullowing are cumments on certain paragraphs of the condurisation.
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we believe the [irst sunhcncc in paragraph ¢ should read "Perhaps no
une hay written so extengively - - - =",

Lage il

Ia the third sentunce of paragraph 2 the definition of cohort should Le
expabded Lo emphasize Laal nen-cxposed personnol were nut included in the sample.
This mipht ve dono Ly auding a ssnlenco similar Lo thu following: "uffice and
vther nunecxpesed personnal, repacdluss ol length of employment were not included
in e cunort”. '

Puge ld

To further cm.nasize Lhe exposuro aspect of Lie miners tita secund

“sentence  of paragraph ? might read, "All workers with mure tnan § yearc of ex-

frogurc were placed in one of three categories®.

I might bo advisable to add another senlence at the end of thiy para-

graph, "As previcusly noted workers with no expogure w=ore not included in Lho data'.
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In the Ceurtn guntence refecence ig mado Lo "the %% )evel of viun;fi-
cnneg”.  Thie phease vag explained clenrly and tharouphly on Papes 2) Lo 25 in Lho
roclion on Statistical Nethods of the oripginal survey. Becanse Lhia whole suction
was daleted in ko condensalion wa feel it aight be advienble Lo caplata by Foul-
not the meamdng af "the 995 level of wignificance®.

Wo feel Lhat the fifth zentunce might be made sirongor by Lhe follewing
change. "liowever, hav1nr found just 12 cases, wo arce nut sbove Lhis level, and
therefure the hypothesis thal uasbestos nincrs do not have a highar mortxle) from .
lung cancer than dess tha peneril pupulation cannot bc rojocted”.

Fape Ll

Tho table in the cwuntor of the page shows a rate of 271 in tho LS - Sb
age rroup. In the original survey this rate was 27.
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In the last senlence of the first paragragi wo vould like to cupgest the
gubstitution of the word "undcrlakea" for the word “"commissionod". '

In the second sentencw of paragraph ) we would like to sugprst that the
“elamants of the cobort definitiun be repeated. "A cohort wac deflinud as a groun
of aszbestous miners naving at least S years of uxposure in the indstry and who wore
in the industry during 1950, Only thase workers who met these criteria were in-
cluded in thoe study™.
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In the last sentence of varagiioh 1 wo would like to sugpest the dele-
tion of the plrase "winich bave vesn explained in somz2 detail" since ,uch axplanation
w35 deleled 1n the candensation.

: Tnis publication should form the baaiu for futuru‘surveys and reports.
Lr. Uriun shoula be astked to establish the framawvork of reporting for [loctors
CGrainger and Cartier so that cach year tho astatus of every member of the original
cobiort could be roported to tho lndustrial Hypglene Foundation and the continuing
study be analyzed Ly thelr experts. Ve caanot cmphucize this point Loo strongly
bocausn novncre in the litoratura today is thare roported a atudy which in se

valuabile und vialch approximatoes Lhis magnitude. ' )

Vie agrey with Uoctors (Gartior and Uraua Lhat a coertain nuaber of wackers
probably have soae anbeglotic Cilrugis whleh cannot Lo diagnosud Ly x-ray. Un-
fortunitely, vo cancot take lunz biopsios on all workers and we have ne olher
- means ol making a diagnoais bclu.c thiery are x-ray changes. Therelfory the anmal
study of all exposod asteston workers becomes increasingly important.

We foel thav Dr, Braen and his avtaff aro Lo Le congratulated heartily
fur W15 vory valuadlo comtribution to aur medical knowledps. We Liust thai thoir
efforts =il da rewarded in the near future by the pnblxgyuion of this work in a
recognized journal. .,
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