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At Ruabon Subject ARGCLORS: TOXICITY

#ir. Beauregard has asked the Medioeal Department bto comment
on your letter referred to above.

fs I am sure you know, Arosclors cannot be considered nontoxie.
The interpretation of the toxie propertiss of a compound, however,
determine whether or not there is any hazard assoeiated with the
specific use of a compound. To my knowledge, there is no hazard
involved in the use of transformere containing Aroclors as a
substitute for other materigls. To my understanding, in the
United States this applicatisn of Aroclors is widely accepted |
and has not resulted in any difficulty from a toxicological j 1
Btandpoint. |

I cannot state whether or net a flash discharge might generate
phosgene. X believe, however, that any phosgene 8o generated
would be in a very small proportion to the fotal smoke and fumes
resulting from the discharges. In instances where Arocler as &
heat exchange medium; has been subjected to fire and high temper-
ature after & leak in equipment, the clouds of breakdown products
have been highly irritating but probably ne more so than one would
sxpest from the burning of any type of industrial oil or chemical.

- I%n sure that Mr. Benignus will answer your guestions relative to
the effect of Arceler bn insulating materials, when he returns
from his vacation next weel,

As you indicated, we are watohing the use of the Arcclors as
plasticizers in emulsion paints. We do not recommend that they

be used in paints which might be applied in confined or unventilated
areas, particulariy if the psints might be used on hested surfaces.
As you stated, this is a case of worrying asbout the exposure of
painters who might apply such materizls day in and dey out rather
than the worrying about thome who might ocoupy the room during or
ghortly after the paint has been applied.

Eéﬁéjﬁeelﬂ'

EPW:8MB

o MONS 095187
wau N Y

DEPOSITION
XHIBIT '

12

WATER_PCB-SD0000007673



