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aubaeCt: alc Concentrations in Compownding Room

On February 20 and March 6, 197k we smypled the campounding room operetor to
assess concentrations of talc as fiders and total dust. On December 21, 1973
an asbestos-free talc (Beavervhite 200-=Cyprus Mines Corporsticn) replaced
Desert 51 talc {an asbestos contaminated talc) in production operstions. The
memmimuocammmw% alth Act (OSHA) requive-
ments imposed cn this area based on past smurveys ecould .
chenge of talc.

1. Concentration of total tale excesds sy spplicable OGHA stendard. Operator
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the coampounding roam by previous surveys‘'-/. Concentration of talc fibers
found snd evidence of simllarity of health oonsequences between talc (2.3)
and asbestos exposures, load us to this-emclusion. '

Rlscussiocn

On December 21, 1973 production began using Beavervhite 200 insteed of Desert 5l
talc in the compounding roam operation. The change was to eliminate mebestos from
production operstions. It was hoped that this revision would out-date OSHA
n@mﬁimsedmmwtm#nmummmmmc
Desert 51) wvas in use. This survey was to evaluate concentrations of Beevervhite.
dust and fibers) to vhich the compounding room operator is exposed.

Concurrently with environmental saxples, dbulk Beavervhite samplss were sent to
two different laboratories for fiber content smalysis.

The enviroumental smxples taken for "fiber detemination” comprise just one cycle
of the cperation. The sample for "total dust” represents a much longer period.
e feel that these ssuples are representative of eonditicns to which the operator

samnled is exposad. me—
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