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Date: 1/21/33 Title: Letter Author: Harbaugh Receiver: Cummings Comments:"I as asked to advise you that the Board feels that nothing could be published that is so potentially damaging to the lead and zinc mine operators of this district. The possibilities of its very damaging use in the hands of some unscrupulous lawyers or others who might be interested in stirring up damage suits against the 
mining companies is extremely great at this time. In many states in the union there are now pending suits for hundreds of claims for total disability from occupational diseases. The mining companies now in existence here would have to bear the burden of paying for disabilities to which they were very minor contributors, if such suits were ever filed here."
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January 24 , 1S33

Dr*. Anthony J .  ïn n *«  
k a tr o p o llta n  L l f *  Inaurano# Go, 
N«w York C ity

Dear Tony s

Z a »  « n o ló e la *  a eopy o f a l a t t a r  «b ioh  1 h a r *  re «  
ealwad t h i»  » ó r a l a *  f r c *  Haurbaugh r a la t lT a  to the p u b lic a tio n  
o f .th a  papar which I  r a o a a t ly  e u b n lttad  to you fo r  o r i t i ó l a » .

C b r lo a s ly  the s itu a t io n * «b lo b  o o a fro a ts  tha A sso o l»  
» t l a a  1» P lab or 1» a r a a l  ©na and X wan ap p rao lu ta  th a lr  r#«* 
In a iaao a  to  b aa«  any amoh d a ta  p lao ad  in  tha Hand* o f  un-» 
sorop a lou a  Inw yrr*  ,a r  othara who might nan tha ia fo n m t io a  
a g a ln a t  tha min» sow pan! aa«

Ylaara 1 » ,  hoaaw ar, an o th er aap aa t to th a  s i t u a t io n  
«b lo b  l a  eqw elly  d i f f l o a l t .  I hat»  a e tu a lly  »pent n ea r ly  two 
y e a rs  o f  tiaw and sewerm! thousands o f  d o l la r «  in  aooontsuj&ti'ag; 
tha d a ta  efcieh baa a  ana In to  th aaa  pa p a ra . Tha r i r * t  pap er, 
Tfelah la  the ana under e o n s ld e r a t lo a ,  r a a l ly  ca r ia titu to e  tha 
In tr o d n o t lr »  to  tha a a r ia a  and « 1 th o a t  th la  evidence tha fo llow - 
l a *  papere «ere » o ra  or la a a  «m ln a la a « . In o th er w ord*, tha 
f o l l o a ln *  p a p ar * daaand a t a t l a t l o a l  proo f o f  tha o c n d ltio a »  
brought fo r t h  l a  th a  study and w ithout th la a t a t l a t l o a l  proof 
l i t t l e  or no T a is »  can bo a t t r ib u t e d  to  than.

Va .proposad  p u b lish in g  thaaa papara in  the Americaja 
Sewiew o f  T u b e r c u lo s is , whlah a s  you know hati it a n a l !  e i r -  
e o la t io n  and would not raaoh  tba hands o f any except thorn In- 
te r « a ta d  In  tha aora or la a a  te o h n lo a l aapaota o f  th la  d i s c » * « .  
Moreower* i t  «111  r e t i r e  a t  l a a s t  it y«ar  b e fo re  tha papar can 
tea p laoad  l a  p r i s t  and «  i t h  th a  t l a p a a  o f wash mora tim a tin 
«tody «111 lo aa  sc u a ld e ra b le  r a in a .

fr a n k ly , X b e l l s * »  th a t  your own pu h lieaticm c c *d  
thoaa o f Buyer« and Varlvwthar d la o lo a a  a x a s t ly  tha *a » e  «an d ltlo u »  
aa X h at«  p o in t ad o a t la  mj p ap er. Tha awthed of a n a ly s is  Turia# 
l a  aaah lm stam se, h at tha f a a t s  ara abase« k fta a tla a l. We eanwat 
h e lp  hais fa w l soma ra sant» amt  »war th la  work, fo r  «a» reaiae»«
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No »«o recy  ha* been m aintained In gath erin g  the d ata  an4 every» 
one concerned has known of the work In p ro g re ss . I f  we had con­
templa ted ‘■ his a c t io n  we could have l i t e r a l l y  »awed ou rse lves 
year#  o f time and thouaanda o f d o l la r *  In expen d iture . * *  fe e l  
th at to  hare allow ed tt»e work to be completed and then to have 
re fu se d  i t *  f in a l  p u b ftc a tlo n  has been most u n fa ir  and * ocewhat 
d is c r im in a t in g .

Ï am th e re fo re  ap p ea lin g  to  you fo r  your advice In th is  
s i t u a t io n .  X have o ffe re d  to  In corporate  In the paper every 
p o s s ib le  exten u atin g  circum stance with regard  to  the d i s t r i c t  
I t s e l f  and X have pointed  out th at the b a s ic  fa c t a  In 1930 do not 
d i f f e r  ms t s r l a l l y  tram thoae p rev io u sly  pub llahed . Co«» i t  not 
•# 4M f a i r  that th is  a e r ie *  be allow ed to  be pub lish ed  In the 
American Review o f T uberouloaisT

You u n d erstan d , o f  co u re s, th a t we d id  not a p p ré c iâ t«  
wbmn we en tered  .upon t h is  In v e s t ig a t io n  the fa c t  th at i t  ou st be 
approved by the In d u stry  a s  w ell a s  by the M etropolitan  I l f s  
In suran ce  Company and the 0 .  3 . Bureau o f M ine*. Me were a l t o ­
g e th e r  s a t i s f i e d  with the n e c e s s ity  o f complying with both your 
w ishes and Dr. S a y e r s 's u g g e s t  io n s , but had we kr.own th at I t  must 
a l s o  be approved by the a s s o c ia t io n  i t s e l f ,  X am quite  confident 
th a t  the work would never have been undertaken .

4a a a a t t e r  o f  f a c t  X d id  not a p p re c ia te  t h i s  r e s t r i c t !  
whan X was in  Chicago s in c e  i t  was not u n t i l  my return  that Dr. 
S ay ers  informed me o f t h is  n ecessary  a p p ro v a l. I  th erefore  sub­
m itte d  p a r t  o f  t h i s  sv id en ce  l a  Chicago and i t  Is b e in g . Incor­
p o ra ted  l a  the r e p o r t  o f  th a t co n feren ce . I e h a l l  w rite today 
in  an a ttem pt to  d a le te  t h i s  Inform ation  from the record , but X 
suppose th a t i t  i s  a lre a d y  too la t e  and th a t I »h u ll  f ind  myself 
I n v e s t ig a t in g  s i l i c o s i s  In the rock p i l e s  in the Federal 
Penitentiary in  A tlan ta  w ith in  the course  of the next few months. 
Such a study would probably  be in t e r e s t in g  but X am a f r a i d  my 
fam ily  would o b je c t  to ay undertalcing I t  a t  the present tim e.

11th ay very  b e a t  r e g a rd s , X an ,

Yourei t r u ly ,
^ 0 0 ,UC£0
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