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Section I- INTRODUCTION 

PURPOSE OF THE INSPECTION 

Sierra County Regional WWTP 
Inspection Date Oct 19,2018 

Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) Region 6 inspectors Magda Dallemagne and Amy 
Andrews arrived at the Sierra County Regional Wastewater Treatment Plant (WWTP) (the 
Facility) at 10:05 am MNT on October 19,2018, for an unannounced inspection. We met with 
Brian Bulage, City Maintenance Supervisor, and Takoda Newberry, City Maintenance Assistant. 
I presented my credentials to Mr. Bulage and informed him that this was an EPA inspection to 
determine the Facility's compliance with their National Pollution Discharge Elimination System 
(NPDES) permit and the Clean Water Act (CWA). The scope of the inspection is to evaluate the 
compliance of the facility's laboratory and sampling with NPDES operating permits. The 
Facility's laboratory personnel, Marcus Ortega, Laboratory Technician (full time), and an 
employee of the New Mexico Rural Water Association Paul Chavez, Wastewater Technician 
(part time, as needed), were. not available at the time of inspection. A conference call was held 
between the two laboratory personnel and myself at 9am CST on December 3, 2018. The 
inspection was conducted under the authority of the NPDES permit program, in accordance with 
the CW A. Samples were collected by the New Mexico Environment Department (NMED), in 
accordance with the NMED's Quality Assurance Plan, ofthe Facility's effluent and influent. 
This report is based on information supplied by facility representatives, observations made by the 

EPA inspectors, and records and reports maintained by the facility and the EPA. 

FACILITY DESCRIPTION 

The Facility is not accredited under National or Private programs. The laboratory has one(!) 
laboratory technician undergoing training from an employee of the New Mexico Rural Water 
Association to receive his first and subsequent wastewater certifications fi·om the State of New 
Mexico. The employee of the New Mexico Rural Water Association provides training and onsite 

technical assistance part time, as needed. The laboratory performs pH and Fecal Coliform (E. 
coli) testing under their NPDES operating permit. The remaining required testing is sampled on 
site and sent to a contract laboratory, Aqua Environmental J:esting Laboratory, in Las Cruces, 
New Mexico, to satisfy the permit requirements. 

Section II - OBSERVATIONS 

The inspectors reviewed the equipment and instrumentation available during the on-site 
inspection and took Total Residual Chlorine (TRC), Total Suspended Solids (TSS), Total 

Coliform (TC) I E. coli samples, including duplicates and blanks, from the effluent and TSS 
samples from the influent. Further discussion detailed the processes for testing and sampling per 

their NPDES permit during the conference call. 
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Appendix 1 
Photograph Log



UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 
Photograph Log 

 
Photo No. 1 

Location: Effluent: 33.15572, -107.23076 
City: Sierra County Regional 
WWTP County/Parish: Sierra County State: New Mexico  

 

 

 
 

 



UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 
Photograph Log 

 
Photo No. 2 

Location: Effluent: 33.15572, -107.23076 
City: Sierra County Regional 
WWTP County/Parish: Sierra County State: New Mexico  

 

 

 
 

 
 



UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 
Photograph Log 

 
Photo No. 3 

Location: Effluent: 33.15572, -107.23076 
City: Sierra County Regional 
WWTP County/Parish: Sierra County State: New Mexico  

 

 

 
 

 
 



UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 
Photograph Log 

 
Photo No. 4 

Location: Effluent: 33.15572, -107.23076 
City: Sierra County Regional 
WWTP County/Parish: Sierra County State: New Mexico  

 

 

 
 

 
 



UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 
Photograph Log 

 
Photo No. 5 

Location: Effluent: 33.15572, -107.23076 
City: Sierra County Regional 
WWTP County/Parish: Sierra County State: New Mexico  

 

 

 
 

 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Appendix 2 
Results of Inspection Sampling taken 10/19 /2018 and  

Chain of Custody





















Scientific Laboratory Division EPA: 141001-20 EC E IVE D
1101 CamlnodeSalud,N.E NOV 0 5 2018Albuquerque, NM 87102
(505) 383-9000 SURFACE WATER

QUALITY BUREAU

Submitter: NMED - Surveillance Program
Surface Water Quality Bureau
P.O. Box 5469
Santa Fe1 NM 87502

Submitter Code:
Collector:

User Code:

82
JENNIFER FOOTE

55910

CC Recipient(s):

Sample Location:

COC Initiated:

Condition of Seal:

SIERRA Co WWTPI EFFLUENT

Yes

Not Present

Sample 1:

Sample Type:

2018029954

Water

Date Collected:

Date Received:

Date Reported:

1011912018

10/1912018

1012412018

Sample Note:

Lab: WC

SM 2540D Total Suspended Solids - TSS

FRDS# Analysis Date: 1011912018 14:52 Result

1930 Total Suspended Solids 5

Final

LIMS Report 6: 457216 Request Id: 2506733

Units MRL Dilution Factor SDL Analyst Data Qualifier

mg/I.. 3.0 1 3 LM

Sample #: 2018029954



Definitions

MRL - Minimum Reporting Limit (lowest concentration that can be reported).

MDL - Method Detection Limit (lowest concentration that is differentiated from zero with 99% confidence)..

MCL - USEPA Maximum Contamination Level for SDWA regulated analytes and parameters.

SOL - Sample Detection Limit (Dilution Factor x MDL (organics) or Dilution Factor x MRL (inorganics)).

Un

mgIL - milligrams of analyte in a liter of water.

giL - micrograms of analyte in a liter of water.

mglkg - milligrams of analyte in a kilogram of soil, sediment, or solid.

glkg - micrograms of analyte in a kilogram of soil, sediment, or solid.

ppbv - parts per billion by volume air.

Data Qualifier codes L - Regulated parameter value equals or exceeds the
EPA SDWA Maximum Contamination Level.

A - See note/comments.
M - Regulated parameter value equals or exceeds the

B - Analyte was detected in the laboratory blank. EPA SDWA Action Level.
N - Insufficient sample to verify results.

C - Spike recovery is within method acceptance limits.
0- Method internal standard(s) not within method

D - Spike recovery is not within method acceptance acceptance limits when analyzed undiluted.
limits.

P - Sample rejected/voided at laboratory.
E - Analyte value exceeded calibration range.

Q - Sample submitted to laboratory past holding time.
F - Sample matrix interference suspected.

S - Relative percent difference between
H - Sample was analyzed in duplicate, duplicates greater than 10% (waters).

- Sample was analyzed in triplicate.
T - Relative percent difference between

J - The analyte was positively identified; the associated duplicates greater than 30% (soils).

numerical value is the approximate concentration of U - Analyte was not detected in this sample
the analyte in the sample. above the method’s sample detection limit.

K - Holding time was exceeded at laboratory.

Final
Sample #: 2018029954



Scientific Laboratory Division
1101 Camlno do Salud, N.E.
Albuquerque, NM 87102
(505) 3834000

LIMS Report#: 457217

EPA: 141001-2017

Request Id: 2506734

Submitter: NMED - Surveillance Program
Surface Water Quality Bureau
P.O. Box 5469
Santa Fe, NM 87502

Submitter Code:
Collector:

User Code:

82
JENNIFER FOOTE

55910

CC Recipient(s):

Sample Location: SIERRA CO WSVTPI BLANK

COC Initiated:

Condition of Seal: Not Present

2018029955 Date Collected: 1011912018

Water Date Received: 10119i2018

Date Reported 10/2412018

SM 2540D Total Suspended Solids - TSS

FRDS# Analysis Date: 1011912018 14:52 Result

1930 Total Suspended Solids <3

Final

SampleS:

Sample 1p.:

Sample Note:

Lab: WC

Yes

Units MRL DIlution Factor SDL Analyst Data Qualifier

mgIL 3.0 1 3 LM

Sample #: 2018029955



Definitions

MRL - Minimum Reporting Limit (lowest concentration that can be reported).

MDL - Method Detection Limit (lowest concentration that is differentiated from zero with 99% confidence)..

MCL - US EPA Maximum Contamination Level 1r SDWA regulated analytes and parameters.

SDL - Sample Detection Limit (Dilution Factor x MDL (organics) or Dilution Factor x MRL (inornanics)).

Units

mgIL - milligrams of analyte in a liter of water.

igIL - micrograms of analyte in a liter of water.

mglkg - milligrams of analyte in a kilogram of soil, sediment, or solid.

j glkg - micrograms of analyte in a kilogram of soil, sediment, or solid.

DDbv - parts per billion by volume air.

Data Qualifier Codes

A - See note/comments.

B - Analyte was detected in the laboratory blank.

C - Spike recovery is within method acceptance limits.

D - Spike recovery is not within method acceptance
limits.

E - Analyte value exceeded calibration range.

F - Sample matiix interference suspected.

H - Sample was analyzed in duplicate.

- Sample was analyzed in triplicate.

J - The analyte was positively identified; the associated
numerical value is the approximate concentration of
the analyte in the sample.

K - Holding time was exceeded at laboratory.

Final

L - Regulated parameter value equals or exceeds the
EPA SDWA Maximum Contamination Level.

M - Regulated parameter value equals or exceeds the
EPA SDWA Action Level.

N - Insufficient sample to verify results.

0- Method internal standard(s) not within method
acceptance limits when analyzed undiluted.

P - Sample rejectedlvoided at laboratory.

Q - Sample submitted to laboratory past holding time.

S - Relative percent difference between
duplicates greater than 10% (waters).

T - Relative percent difference between
duplicates greater than 30% (soils).

U - Analyte was not detected in this sample
above the method’s sample detection limit.

Sample #: 2018029955



Scientific Laboratory Division
1101 Camino do Salud, N.E.
Albuquerque, NM 87102
(505) 3834000

EPA: 141001-2017

Submitter: NMED - Surveillance Program
Surface Water Quality Bureau
P.O. Box 5469
Santa Fe, NM 87502

Submitter Code:
Collector:

User Code:

JENNIFER FOOTE

55910

CC Recipient(s):

Sample Location:

COC Initiated:

Condition of Seal:

SIERRA CO WNTP! EFF DUPE

Yes

Not Present

Sample Note:

Lab: WC

SM 2540D Total Suspended Solids - TSS

FRDS# Analysis Date: 1011912018 14:52 Result

1930 Total Suspended Solids 26

Final

LIMS Report#: 457218 Request Id: 2506735

82

Sample 1: 2018029956 Date Collected: I OIl 912018

Sample lp.: ter Date Received: 10!19I2018

. Date Reported: 1012412018

Unite MRL Dilution Factor SDL Analyst Data QualIfier
mg/L 3.0 1 3 LM

Sample #: 2018029956



Definitions

MRL - Minimum Reporting Limit (lowest concentration that can be reported).

MDL - Method Detection Limit (lowest concentration that is differentiated from zero with 99% confidence)..

MCL - USEPA Maximum Contamination Level for SDWA regulated analytes and parameters.

SDL - Sample Detection Limit (Dilution Factor x MDL (organics) or Dilution Factor x MRL (inorganics)).

Un

mgIL. - milligrams of analyte in a liter of water.

giL - micrograms of analyte in a liter of water.

mglkg - milligrams of analyte in a kilogram of soil, sediment, or solid.

j.gIkg - micrograms of analyte in a kilogram of soil, sediment, or solid.

ppbv - parts per billion by volume air.

Data QualIfier Codes L - Regulated parameter value equals or exceeds the
EPA SDWA Maximum Contamination Level.

A - See note/comments. M - Regulated parameter value equals or exceeds the

B - Analyte was detected in the laboratory blank. EPA SDWAAction Level.
N - Insufficient sample to verify results.

C - Spike recovery is within method acceptance limits.
0- Method internal standard(s) not within method

D - Spike recovery is not within method acceptance acceptance limits when analyzed undiluted.

limits. P - Sample rejected/voided at laboratory.
E - Analyte value exceeded calibration range.

Q - Sample submitted to laboratory past holding time.
F - Sample matrix interference suspected.

S - Relative percent difference between
H - Sample was analyzed in duplicate, duplicates greater than 10% (waters).

- Sample was analyzed in triplicate. T - Relative percent difference between

J - The analyte was positively identified; the associated duplicates greater than 30% (soils).

numerical value is the approximate concentration of U - Analyte was not detected in this sample
the analyte in the sample. above the method’s sample detection limit.

K - Holding time was exceeded at laboratory.

Final
Sample 2018029956



Scientific Laboratory Division
1101 Camino do Salud, N.E.
Albuquerque, NM 87102
(505) 3834000

EPA: 141001-2017

Submitter: NMED - Surveillance Program
Surface Water Quality Bureau
P.O. Box 5469
Santa Fe, NM 87502

Submitter Code:
Collector:

User Code:

JENNIFER FOOTE

55910

CC Recipient(s):

Sample #

Sample 1pe:

Sample Note:

Lab: WC

Sample Location:

COC Initiated:

Condition of Seal:

SIERRA CO WSVTPI INFLUENT

Yes

Not Present

SM 2540D Total Suspended Solids - TSS

FRDS# Analysis Date: 1011912018 14:52 Result

1930 Total Suspended Solids 136

Final

LIMS Report#: 457219 Request Id: 2506739

82

2018029957

Water

Date Collected:

Date Received:

Date Reported:

10/1912018

1011912018

10/24/2018

Units MRL Dilution Factor SDL Analyst Data Qualifier
mg/1 3.0 1 3 LM

Sample #: 2018029957



Definitions

MRL - Minimum Reporting Limit (lowest concentration that can be reported).

MDL - Method Detection Limit (lowest concentration that is differentiated from zero with 99% confidence)..

MCL - USEPA Maximum Contamination Level for SDWA regulated analytes and parameters.

SDL - Sample Detection Limit (Dilution Factor x MDL (organics) or Dilution Factor x MRL (inorganics)).

mglL. - milligrams of analyte in a liter of water.

t gIL - micrograms of analyte in a liter of water.

mglkg - milligrams of analyte in a kilogram of soil, sediment, or solid.

glkg - micrograms of analyte in a kilogram of soil, sediment, or solid.

ppbv - parts per billion by volume air.

Data QualIfier codes L - Regulated parameter value equals or exceeds the
EPA SDWA Maximum Contamination Level.

A - See note/comments. M - Regulated parameter value equals or exceeds the

B - Analyte was detected in the laboratory blank. EPA SDWAAction Level.
N - Insufficient sample to verify results.

C - Spike recovery is within method acceptance limits.
0- Method internal standard(s) not within method

D - Spike recovery is not within method acceptance acceptance limits when analyzed undiluted.
limits.

P - Sample rejected/voided at laboratory.
E - Analyte value exceeded calibration range.

Q - Sample submitted to laboratory past holding time.
F - Sample matrix interference suspected.

S - Relative percent difference between
H - Sample was analyzed in duplicate, duplicates greater than 10% (waters).

- Sample was analyzed in triplicate. T - Relative percent difference between

J - The analyte was positively identified; the associated duplicates greater than 30% (soils).

numerical value is the approximate concentration of u - Analyte was not detected in this sample
the analyte in the sample. above the method’s sample detection limit.

K - Holding time was exceeded at laboratory.

Final
Sample 2018029957



Scientific Laboratory Division
1101 Camlno do Salud, N.E.
Albuquerque, NM 87102
(508) 383-9000

LIMS Report 8: 457220

EPA: 141001-2017

Request Id: 2506740

Submitter: NMED - Surveillance Program
Surface Water Quality Bureau
P.O. Box 5469
Santa Fe NM 87502

Submitter Code:
Collector:

User Code:

82
JENNIFER FOOTE

55910

CC Recipient(s):

Sample Location:

COC Initiated:

Condition of Seal:

SIERRA CO EFFLUENT #2

Yes

Not Present

SM 2540D Total Suspended Solids - TSS

FRDS# Analysis Date: 1011912018 14:52 Result

1930 Total Suspended Solids 941

Anal

Sampte# -

Sample l,p.:

Sample Note:

Lab: WC

2018029958

Water

Date Collected:

Date Received:

Date Reported:

10119f2018

10I19f2018

1012412018

Units MRL Dilution Factor SDL Analyst Data Qualifier

mg/L 3.0 1 3 LM

SampleS: 2018029958



Definitions

MRI. - Minimum Reporting Limit (lowest concentration that can be reported).

MDL - Method Detection Limit (lowest concentration that is differentiated from zero with 99% confidence)..

MCL - USEPA Maximum Contamination Level for SDWA regulated analytes and parameters.

SDL - Sample Detection Limit (Dilution Factor x MDL (organics) or Dilution Factor x MRL (inorganics)).

Un

mgIL - milligrams of analyte in a liter of water.

i.gIL - micrograms of analyte in a liter of water.

mglkg - milligrams of analyte in a kilogram of soil, sediment, or solid.

,.gIkg - micrograms of analyte in a kilogram of soil, sediment, or solid.

ppbv - parts per billion by volume air.

Data Qualifier codes L - Regulated parameter value equals or exceeds the
EPA SDWA Maximum Contamination Level.

A - See note/comments.
M - Regulated parameter value equals or exceeds the

B - Analyte was detected in the laboratory blank. EPA SDWA Action Level.
N - Insufficient sample to verify resuIts.

C - Spike recovery is within method acceptance limits.
0- Method internal standard(s) not within method

D - Spike recovery is not within method acceptance acceptance limits when analyzed undiluted.
limits.

P - Sample rejected/voided at laboratory.
E - Analyte value exceeded calibration range.

Q - Sample submitted to laboratory past holding time.
F - Sample matrix interference suspected.

S - Relative percent difference between
H - Sample was analyzed in duplicate, duplicates greater than 10% (waters).

- Sample was analyzed in triplicate.
T - Relative percent difference between

J - The analyte was positively identified; the associated duplicates greater than 30% (soils).
numerical value is the approximate concentration of u - Analyte was not detected in this sample
the analyte in the sample. above the method’s sample detection limit.

K - Holding time was exceeded at laboratory.

Fina’
Sample#: 2018029958



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Appendix 3 
Sierra County Regional WWTP Data 
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