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Address all communications until further notice to

T H A M E S  H O U S E , M IU L B A N K , UONHOW , S .W . l
Inland Telegrams: Ethylport, Sotvest, London Telephone: Victoria 1802 (i-lincs)

11th December, 1939.

Dr. R.A. Kehoe,
Dept, of physio logy, 
College of Medicine, 
U n iversity  of C incinnati,  
C in c in n a ti,
Ohio, U.S.A.

Dear Dr. Kehoe,

I am sending you herewith some cop ies o f correspondence which I 

have received  from Alan Tully  regarding Dr. de P r ies te r ’s medical supervision 

of the A s ia t ic ’ s p lant a t Tandjong Priok. Java. I  th ink you w i l l  f ind  th is  

correspondence to be qu ite se lf -ex p la n a to ry . I am also  enc losing  a copy 

of my rep ly to T u lly .

I would be in te rested  to  rece ive your observations on th is  matter 

in  due course. With kind regards,

Ki  0 013 3 7 u

Yours s in ce re ly ,

N14871
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l l t h  December, 1939.

:ir. A.0 . f u l l y ,
C/o. N/Y. de Sataafsoke Petroleum Mij.» 
Handalszaken,
D o c ia te itss t r a a t , 
ourabaya,

Dutch East In d ies.

Dear Alan,

Many thanks fo r  your l e t t e r  o f  the 6th November, w ith  which you sent 
me cop ies o f correspondense which you hare had w ith Dr. fi© P r ie s te r . To be 
q u ite  frank I do not know i f  w®, as laymen, are ju st i f ie d  in  adv ising  our 
medical con su ltan ts oa the purely medical aspects of th e ir  work. I know  
that many o f our doctors q u ite  d e f in i te ly  w ish  to  sake urine examinations 
purely fo r  con tro l purposes. Dr. de P r ie s te r ’ s suggestion  th a t he would 
l ik e  to  carry out a complete urine a n a ly s is  once a year would appear to  me 
to  be p e r fe c t ly  reasonab le. I ce r ta in ly  th ink we should pay Dr. de P r ie s te r 
fo r  th is  p a r t icu la r  examination which Ik s  been ca rr ied  out.

I am w r it in g  to  Dr. ICehoe on t h is  matter and I have no doubt that 
he w i l l  ge t in to  d ir ec t  touch w ith  Dr. da P r ies te r  as to  h is  own w ishes on. 
the m atter.

Yours s in ce re ly ,

H. F03SETT.

K£ 0013.3?;
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November 6 th , 1939

Mr. B. F o sse t t ,
The A ssociated S thy l Co. L td ., 
Thames Ecu se ,
M illbank. S .w .l

j r e c e i v e d

23HGV1939

Dear Hugh, .

Je have had cer ta in  correspondent's^ ! 
whom we re ta in  in  Tandjong Priok , Java, regi 
he on h is  own in i t ia t iv e  had m d e, and regardini 
deb it ing  us fo r  the expenses a ttach a^ 'thb rsto .

A N S D .1

Dr. de P r ieste r 
cer ta in  t e s t s  which 

ch he i s  now

I am en c losin g  cop ies herew'lthr dt  our correspondence on the 
sub ject and you w i l l  see that^ I-iiave tr l^cN to e s ta b l ish  the fa c t  that 
urine a n a ly s is  i s  not necessary 'U n less i t \ is >  suspected that lead 
poisoning a c tu a lly  e x is t s .  V \ \

I an just won’SeM.ng v/h^her^or not in  Dr. Eehoe’s in stru c-  
t.ions to Dr. de PriesteFNsfSir a t t i tu d e  in cer ta in m atters such as th is 
was c lea r ly  explained » X u  n ftfcu  na t  e l y , some o f these doctors who do 
not speak English very w ^ is^ iijL  sometimes m isin terp ret in s tru c t io n s
and, th ere fo re , I b e liev e Eight be w e ll i f  you would re fe r  t h is
matter to Dr. Kehoe and leave i t  up to  him ’whether he thinks fu rther  
in stru c t ion s to  Dr. de P r ies te r  would be b e n e f ic ia l .

As regards the b i l l  which Dr, de P r ies te r  has subm itted, you 
w i l l  note that I  have not accepted i t ,  nor have I ac tu a lly  refused 
payment and t h is  again I would l ik e  to  o f fe r  fo r  your opin ion; Do you 
consider that i t  would be b e t te r  fo r  u s to  pay the b i l l  and ob ta in  the 
goodw ill o f Dr. de P r ie s te r , or would the settlem ent o f h is  account 
e sta b lish  a precedent which might bring about recurrences o f th is  sort 
of th ing  in  the future? -

During my next t r ip  to  B atav ia , 1 sh a l l  endeavor to  have 
fu rther d iscu ssion  w ith Dr. de P r ies te r  and to  in v ite h is  co-operation 
in  f a l l in g  in  l in e  w ith  our ideas on m edical exam inations. Prior to  
th a t, I  t r u s t  that I  w i l l  be ab le to  hear from you and th a t your sugges­
t io n s  w i l l  be o f considerab le help  to  me.

001337 o N14871.02



- 2-

3OS CO U jlN S S3'.,

MELHOUBNW Cl

Mr. H. F ossett November 6th., 1939

With reference to the proposed t r ip  through the E ast, i t  appears 
quite p o ss ib le , due to  the noraial con d it ion s in  that area, that I sh a ll 
be ab le to  get a ;ay about the middle o f becember, and as soon as my 
i t in e ra ry  i s  complete, I  sh a l l  forward such inform ation so that you may 
advise the companies concerned. The short n o tice  v/hieh I  can g ive you 
i s  due to  the fa c t  that a ir  l in e s  e tc .  are l im ited  in g iv in g  out d e f in ite  
inform ation regarding schedules and, th ere fo re , i t  may be b e tte r  i f  as I 
proceed on my t r ip ,  I contact 'with my next stop by w ire adv isin g  them of 
my a r r iv a l which i t  i s  qu ite p o ss ib le  might be s l ig ht ly  d if fe ren t than the  
date which appears on the it in e ra ry  w ith  which I  w i ll  fu rn ish  you, th is  
of course being due to  i r r e g u la r i t ie s  in  serv ice  over which we have no

O riginal by sh ip  m ail  
Copy by a i r .

K£ o o i 3 3 ? y
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ACT:GB

November 6 th , 1939
Lr. AF. de P r ie s te r ,
Teeboulevard 13,
TALLJPEG Pf ilOZ J ava.

Dear i r .  da P r ie s te r ,

X w ish to  acknowledge your le t t e r  o f October 27th, 
a lso  the rece ip t of four routine m edical reports in favor o f  B.P.A. 
employees a t  Tandjong Prick .

Pith fu rther reference to <<&r d iscu ssion  regarding 
the urine t e s t s  for  the presence o f lead , I iks to  adv ise that
none of our doctors Tinas i t  necessary to pr&e$efc rd th  u r ine te s te  u n less 
he is  qu ite sure that the ind iv idua l has other s$wpv<aas of lead poisoning.
As a r e su lt , your a c t io n  in  t h is  mattex^tSs^ather uVd^e and, un fortunately ,
I do not have the au thor ity  to  increase ^aaA fe e s  un ites  a sp ec ia l request 
i s  f i r s t  made by us fo r  you to  incur abdiM-Oftal expenses.

,ith  fu rther vrbforoncfe\tV th is  n a t te r , vjould you 
k ird ly  oxanins the forni t i l l  vih^JKjN^uNise foV rou tin e  medical  reports? In 
the body o f the rep ort, you wil£\s&^'<!lh . Cases of I l ln e ss  where lead might 
be suspected, fu r ther  obswi^ationX.ar»' required (to  include r e su lts  o f  to s t 
fo r  haemoglobin a , &tip$l£a$Kof rod’S&Siis, load in  u r in e , e t c . ) , From th is 
entry in our report fo r ^ ^ p u  w e ll assume that extra te s t s  need only be 
m de where an ind iv idual W KbVsk su ffe r in g  from some i l ln e s s  to which you 
attach the presence o f lsaoV  i d cases such aa t h is ,  n a tu ra lly , we would 
require and request you to  maSaTa more p a r t icu la r  examination, out as long 
as the- men shew no signs of i l l n e s s ,  that th e ir  health  appears qu its normal 
ana that they have no obvious symptoms o f lead  poisoning, then complicated 
t e s t s  such as lead in  urine need not be resorted  to. As a matter o f  fa c t , 
ur ine a n a ly s is  for  lead poison ing must be carr ied  out in a lea d -f ree  laboratory 
otherw ise the r e s u l t s  are not dependable, We are aware that the average 
doctor whom we engage as our consu ltan t does not have such a laboratory, and, 
th ere fo re , i t  i s  to  be assumed that providing u r ine te s t s  are required by us 
we should be responsib le fo r  the charges thus made necessary.

I f  you s t i l l  f e e l  th at wo are vosponsib le Tor the 
expenditure incurred w ith  u r ine t e s t 3, w i l l  you k ind ly  l e t  me know and I sh a l l 
make advances to  our London o f f ic e  fo r  settlem ent?

I t r u s t  th a t t h is  information w i l l  be h e lp fu l and t hat 
everyth ing w i l l  prove mutually sa t is fa c to r y.

Very tr u ly  yours.

N14871.03
Cony by a ir  m ail  
O riginal by ship

; ; R epresen tative, The A ssociated Ethyl Go. Ltd.


