7  Suffolk Cl/oséup

Under us all in America are millions
" and millions of slowly-exploding time
bombs—PCBs. For 48 years the man-

made substance, suspected of causing '

cancer and other ilinesses, has been
mapufactured in the United States. In

lahdfill sites across the country lie an”

estimated 100 miltion pounds of PCBs,

- Isaching into our ground and

waterways as what It was contained in
rusts and corrodes away.

The problem, which is not expected
by the Federal Environmental Protec-
tion Agency Lo go away for 60 years or
more—even though the sole US.
manufacturer of PCBs plans to stop
making the toxic chemical in October—
is particularly scute for Suffolk,

We geot our water supply from the
groundwater below, like no other
major populated area. Poisons put
into dumps leach out into our water
supply. This is an island with a strong
fishing bass, much of it involving
striped bass and bluefish, two species

" notably prone to PCB contamination.

Loss of Reveawe
Last year New York State Com-
merce Commissioner John Dyson was
complaining about loss of revenue to
the State If two General Electric plants
which spewed PCBs into the Hudson
were forced to close. Instead, tho

mass poisoning, but here in ths U.8.
government was still talking about
what to do last year. The charge by Mr.

Downey was that, the sols maker of
PCBs here, Monizﬂw Chemicals Co.
and big users like GE, were “fighting
tooth and nail against banning it.”

Finally, public concern built to & high
point. “We have identified a mad dog in

PCBs and it'e time to got rid of it.".
declared a Maryland Con.-nnmn in:

arguing for the Toxic Substapces
Control Act. Politicians had & “moral
responsibility . to -the people,” said

California Representative Ron Dellums.

Widespread Use

The Alplnbot soup designation of
PCBs might r not strike & responsive
chord. In fact, PCBs have been and still
are in wideapread use in this country—
despite their toxic qualities and despite
the Japanese incident nearly a decade
ago.

They've been a basic ftem in the

great plastic boom of the post-World .

War Two years, used as a plasticizer
and in paints, for carbonleas copy
paper, hydraulic fluid, soap, even
printing ink.

Inert and fire resistant, they're .
central in many el
dovlcn Every ﬂuonmnt li(ht fixture
PCBs.

Hudson was closed to most
fishing, ONf our shores, bluefish und
striped bass, some of which spawn in
the Hudson, bring in $688,000 yearly to
Suffolk fishermen.

And pow Island {lshermen, who've
had & hard enough time trying to eke
out a living faced with fleets of foreign
“factory” ships, fear sconomic disaster
snew this time from the products of
domestic factories if new Federal
standards lowering the permissible
level of PCBs in fish take effoct.

General Electric, under , pressure,
found a substitute for PCBs. 8o did
Japan, a nation not noted for environ-
mental sensitivity, after ten died and &
thousand came down with serious
{linesses, including cancer, after eating
rice oll containing PCBa leaked from an
eloctrical device.

Ofl Derivatives

On a visit to Suffolk last year,
arranged by Representative Thomas
A. Downey of West Islip, Korishi Baito,
s Japanese government official in
charge of watchdogging the country's
chemical industry at the time of the
1908 incldent, said mineral ol deriva-
tives were put [nto use—non-toxic
substances which break down in nature.

'I'bny 're in tv sets, air conditioners and
especially In large industrial trans-
formers and capacitors. AUl this stuff
wears out or is discarded, is thrown in
dumps and breaks down—but not the
PCBs.

The full mmtﬁ polychlorinated
biphenyls, a chlorinated hydrocarbon

quite similar to DDT. And like so many :

of the organic chemicals developed in
the past decades, it'e not readily
biodegradeable. It nesds incinerath

at s umpontm higher than 2,700
degrees fahrenheit to be eliminated.:

Food Chaia

Heavier than water, it sinks to be .

ingested by micro-organisms and be-
comes part of the food chain, tending to

accumulate in longer-Lved animals. It

secks fatty tissue.

PCBs are not alone. Bome 1,000
other new chemical compounds are
crested each year in the U.S., accord-
ing to the Environmental Protection
Agency, and until the Toxic Substances
Control Act was passed there was no
government control. Now, Industry
wlll have to M chomicals they

for Whether Industry

The J banned production or
\lmpoml.hn of PCBs soon after the

AR A

will police ftself b debatable. GE last
year conceded findings it provided on
PCBs contamination In the Hudson
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Nature, through eons of time,
created a system in which everything
breaks down and life rises again, &
continuing eirele. Modern man bas
thrown a monkey wrench inte this
system and one of nature's reactions
has been cancer, all but becoming a
modern plague. This barvest of

, will not be eliminated in our lifetis} -/
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