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Shs Jefferson  lled ioal College of HxLladelpltia
1025 ITalnut St ree t  '

Dopt* of Itrevontlve IJodioine 
D ivision  o f In d u st r ia l lixiicit te

June 17, 19h9

Dr* Manfred Basditch  '
D irector  o f D ealt : and Safety
Lead In du str ies JUss eolat ion
bZO Lexington Avenue
Hesr Ycris r .  '

Dear Doctor Bcavditca:

I  have read with great surprise in  Doctor Fisher *s le t te r  of Hay 17, ±9h9t 
that, the authors of papers en poison in g cine to  the 'ingestion  o f ■ »ax crayons isave 
called  th is type of pcdsrasiag HaaiHnoH poisoning. As a matter of fac t , not 
an ilin e hut parsurttranilino and henuidino ycHoi? IB faro  been d iscucsed as possi­
b le ton ic agents by us as t r o ll as by oth ers.

vid lo Doctor Fish er  i s  absolu te ly  r igh t  in  caaplaoiainc t liat  the prc&Leni Tilth 
•ijiiich t t q are  ocnfrojtiod i s  th at  of a  orsaMonn of the fin ish ed  dyes and of ro~ 
foan ing in to iaed iatec, ho stated  errcneonsly th at  feedin g c f ilia crayons or p igusn ts 
in  quest ion  to oain ala "fa i le d  to  shew t o x ic  sy ^ t c cs .” d l i c i  c t  a l .  could not pro­
duce n etl'jcsa^lobiaeaia in  r a t s , dogs and c a t s, and -so, too, iiavc not seen aethemo- 
glob in eaia in  dogs or rabb its* llonevei’* dogs and i*abbits do nab react  oaaily  t o 
:cotliosoglobin«fooi:iing ccapounds, and Doctor Isr ael B, .Dicex*, -.mo ir indly offered 
to  feed crayons unci piyTorrtu to condit ioned cat s, ixas ..iron  d e fin it e  proof of nethe— 
noglobin  feroafcica ( J.  r e d ia t ., 33* 733,  l?i;G).

V/o have n ot deserved th e form ation  o f I^S in  acid  stomach flu id , and methc- 
moglobin bat  not otilfliaaogloh in  v m  found spectrcph otoactaLcaljy in  the blood o f 
the cat s mentioned above and in  th e c l in ic a l cases* Doctor Iehoe*a statem en t th at  
th e formation  of sulfhenx>i5k>biri occurs a t t a r  death  i s  gen erally  accepted^ Hgs does 
not cczxbino w ith  Im oglcbin  in  v ivo , fh e cyanosis in  severe IIpS poison in g i s  nob 
due to  the fo aaat ioa o f a sp e c ific  hemoglobin compound hurt to  aap l^ d at ieo  by r es­
p iratory  p a r a ly sis.

I  aa a t  a lo ss to  imderatand hoar absorpt ion  o f lith opaao can p ossib ly  produce 
th e type o f poison in g observed* 1 a lso  wonder whether lith opon c i s  p rese t* in  red , 
red-orange and other crayons, 4

I  am en closin g a carbon copy of t h is le t t e r  in  ease you want to  send i t  t o  
Doctor F ish er . X am a lso  en closin g a  rep r in t  o f several papers on carbon d isu lph ide 
which have ju st  been f/ublished. *

I f  I  can be c f any fu r th er  assistan ce  to  you, fe e l fr e e , p lease, to  w r ite to  use*

Sin cerely  you rs,
i

‘ / s /  II* Dxiegcr

. If. Br ioger , LI. D.
V lr  0 0  1 A 7 r> r» Associate P rofessor and D irector
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