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Aitlions Infecie

Dy Huck Lyman
1 A Jacmber of the Statl
W's Sunday misrning, time for & Liltle quiz.
What do the fuliowing people have in com-
mon?
. @ Your uncle who was 2 shipbuilder dur.
; Ing World Wart,

® Your sunt who washed hus clothes

@ Your sister who visited them en week-

N e

Y © Your father who worked, even if only
¢ for oneday leng ago, v an wisulalion factory.

) @ Your hrother who grinds and fits his
awn brakee linings.

® Your child whe goes te school in an old
bucng wherg the insulation is lakeng off.

8 You, just for bewng around the rest of

Giveup?

Okn, - Shan .

Q

AS

First ol.Three Articlas

-~
L TR LR T U S Y S

Well. federal officials say they ol* share a
risk much higher than the average person of
develaping either asbestosts—alse kngwn s

v .

PR

"while lung*'—ar cancer of the lungs, rectum,

¢alon or stemach, .
Asbeslos is Lhe key ingredient hérs. Ay

thortics are convineed that it can be danger-
ous—can even kill.

Federal officials this year cstimated that

A3 many as 5.8 mullion workers could die from

cancer or other disease as a csrect result of
expesusre lo asbeslos,

And it's 3 crued and unusual killer, they
charge, berause (he discase docsn’l even
oW up unyl anywhere from 15 to 40 years
after axpesure. A person could breathe asbes
tos fibers and decades Later develop a tumor
ar & lung ailmenl

1t can happen, scientists say. 1t's happea-

Ing sow. ta hundreds of thousands of Ameri-
canx

Although there is unammity in the belie?
that exposure to 2sdesias coa coalnbute to
the later development of cancer and asHes.

. tesis, some sewentists and incugtry elficlals

disagres wath tse alamming government sta-
. o Soe ASBESTOS oa Page 13

-—

-—

v Asbestos Resirictions Too Late for Many -

Cootlsned From Page 1A
tistics,

There are ton many factors in the
development of o cancer o suigle aut
asbestos s the prumary cause, they
s2y.

Covernment 2and industry officials
behieve they have miost of the prodlem
enees control—{or the futire. Asocse
las 1« ng longer hesng widely used as an
wradetar, and most of (s current ap-
plcitiens are considercd safe because
e (ibirs ere eifc-tiveiy sealed and
€'t s3cape, fluat around aid end up
i your lungs.

But thers ara fears trat proSlems

* wifl cron up fram its pase use. Milions
of praple who were expeed to the li-
bers before thewr danger was widely
kaawn are anty now entering the ¢criu-

rdevelop.

the lungs of workers, shoppera and
schooletuldren. —

Asbestas 1y described by the Nation-
3l Safety Councu as 2 **hydrated mag-
nesiwm sdicate w:n fibrous form,"
Among loxic substances it i3 classifisd
as & ‘“pneumanocomuosis-producing
dust,"

That means the tny asbesios {ibers
ledge 1n the lungs and remasn there
facever, grinding away at the lung tis.
sue. They can scar the turgs, causing
aspestosis, or lhey can increase the
bady's suscepubtity o cancer. Res
cendy 1Chas been shown that the fibers
also gan iodge in the stomach oF 1ntes.
Lines, or pass thraugh the bloodstream
and lodye 1n the body s inner liung.

In cach case, asiesios is a studbarn
meriace, refusing o deteriorate or
pass away and sipaficancly inereasing
tha r:ak of cance~, accarding o sever-

‘The National Institute of Occupa-

o] ey q 1
:3 riod when the itlacss is most ke A research studies.

n thousands of huildines that da
hdve askestos nselatrun—consiructed
Eack when 17 wat eonsidered sale dd

Lrotidl—a, g now stariing la c'eldrn
fale. Tioy particles of  asbxotos.
Daksest awaw from the Lllding’s navu-
laton g gty dhesine correles, are
(atiy info the stmvspliere and lulo

Lional Safety and Health (NIOSH) say4e
iery 13 Vconciusive evidunce that ex-
paaure 10 a:batos (ICrs causes can-
cor and 1sbestosis o7 man.””

NIOxH. an acency within the De.
partient of Henjth, Frlueatun and
nelfare that does recrarch on work.
related lssues ol saleiy ang health,

— -

also concuded that Lhere is po such
thing s a “safc™ level of asbestes fi-
bers.

The Asbestos Workers Unioa, head-
quartered in Washinglorn. hzs long
been aware of what it considers to be
the dangers of ashestos. They charge
that the asbestos industry alse kngw of

the dangers 23 long as 50 ycars ago.,

and covered them up untd conclusive

medica) reseirch wis celeased tn 1964,

The union now I1s seekuss nalonal
legistation bannung 2sbestcs. charging
that safer alternatines are readity
avail2ble. The union alse ts batting to
force the asbestas industry to aud
workers who have been sitrigken by
cancer of asbestosis,

Hundreds of lawsuits have been {led
by lormer wmshestos workers, now

SITICKEN. WU 38¢k COMPENsation of .

aid 10 paying their mecieal bils. At
least one class.action suitis askung the
court to farce an asbeslus company Lo
relinquish evecy gont of prolit it has
evee made on ashestos.

For thewr pact, indusury Chicials say
they uere aware of some evidensc of
health risks over the Covadvs=<but no
cunclusive merical  evidence  was
avaukbir, Now that {he cvidence has
sutlaced, altecnative {orms of 1raua-

tion are being produced. The asbestos
being produced and sold teday w1 well
within federal regulations, they say.
salely preveated {rom escaping into
the atmosphere by alayer of sealant.

While asbestos has pot been out-
lawed, 3 number of regulatons now
governils use.

The Eonvironmental Protaction
AgencCy has rules specying what pre-
cautons niust be taken when an eld
buiding containmg asbesios lnsula.
tion s torn down——i0 prevent the wind
from cafrying the deadly {ibers into
thelungs of passeesby.

Also, the EFA has ruled that the Jev.
¢l of astresios in ¢ensiructon materi-
ats musl be lower than § petcent,

The Mood and Drug Admumsstration
doesi'l want_lo see 2sbestoy showlng
upn {acd.

' The Consumer Product Salety
Commission has banned 3t feast (we
products that coatained asbesios—a
fdler used to reparr cracks and ¢hips
in plaster ar dry wall and asbestos.
treated Gireplace logs.

Manday I'nThe Stars A Lriel bistacy of
whesi und wliere aslicaiss hss beeon
used, when the flest sipne of health
harards appeared and what the inéee-
Tening yeors of fescarch have showa
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