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yction company to give back
y plus interest to five workers
were fired when they re-
to work in unsafe condi-

wn in response to a petition
@'\Jhe Occupational Safety and
alth Administration. An OSHA

= ddown by the courts.
2 The Occupational Safety and

wpose themselves to danger-
us conditions if an employer

nt of national labor archives.
One of the long-range objec-
Wes of the federation’s Studies
lenter is the establishment of
0or archives at its new cam-

-The United Farm Workers re-
ortedly has surged ahead of
e Teamsters in its bid to repre-
ent California field hands.-

Since a state law requiring
eCret balloting went into effect
n August 28, the UFW has won
135 elections and the Teamsters
1, a recent tally shows. Results

n, Neb., has ordered a con-

éppear to bear out a recent
statement by AFL-CIO Vice Pres-

ident Paul Hall that if the state’s

new farm labor law is conducted
fairly, votes would go to the
UFW.

Hall, president of the Sea-
farers, was chairman of a special
panel the AFL-CIO Executive
Council sent to California for a
first-hand look at farm ilabor
election practices. The AFL-CIO

Consumer Prices

The U.S. Consumer Price In-
dex (1961 = 100), for September
1975 was 163.6, a 0.5 percent
rise over August’s figure of 162.8
and a 7.7 percent increase for the
12-month period since Septem-
ber 1974.

Periodically, after an index fig-
ure becomes tod large, govern-
ments reestimate price increases
beginning with a new base year.
The percentage *increase, how-
ever, from one year io another is.
not affected; the index number
only will appear lower. Statistics
Canada reports a revision of the
base year for Canada’s CPI to
1971. Thus Canadian statistics
now are measured against what
$100 would buy in 1971.

- Statistics Canada reports the.
September 1975 CPI (1971 =
100) was 141.5, a slight 0.2 per-
cent increase over Augusts figure
of 141.2. This amounts to a 10.6
percent increase for the 12-
month period since September
1974. Canada’s CPI had been
increasing at an annual rate of 11
percent or more.

co'nvention in San Francisco re-
cently renewed the federation’s

" commitment to the UFW, ®

W QOrganized labor urged the
National Safety Council. to
spearhead a campaign against
occupational diseases, the silent
killers which take the lives of
moré than 100,000 workers each
year. ,

William W. Winpisinger, vice
president of the Machinists, told
a session of the Labor Confer-
ence at the council’s annual Na-
tional Safety Congress in Chi-
cago that up to now the stress
has been on accident prevention
—the “dropping hammer” syn-
drome.

But “the primary threat to
workers today is constant ex-
posure to toxic substances,”
Winpisinger said. “Workers wind
up selling not labor, but years of
their lives to employers.” He
noted that 97 percent of mate-

rials workers handle are un-

tested for their long-range dan-
gers to health.

Meanwhile, a revised federal
job health stahdard to reduce
worker exposure to cancer-caus-
ing asbestos fibers was being
proposed by the Labor Depart-

. ment, along with new exposure

fimits on lead, beryllium and 13
additional toxic chemicals.
Other toxic substances in the
proposed standards are toluene,
trichloroethylene, p-tert-butylto-
luene, cumene, ethyl, benzene,
alpha-Methyl styrene, styrene,
vinyl toluene, cyclohexane, cam-
phor, mesityl oxide, 5-methyl-3-
heptanone, and ozone, #
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