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BWC Division of Safety aad Hygiene
400 3rd.Strect SE, 2ud Flvor
Caxton, Ohio 44702-2102
Apnil 16,1997
Hiil & Griffith
29 Depot Street
Burbank, Ohio 44214
Mike Lawry
On March 17,1997 atyourmquesganmdusmalhygxmnuveywuscmﬁmedatymrfammy Your staff's
cooperation and support wag grestly appteciated. ,
This report includes:
1} An exequtive summary;
2) Noisc Infonmation: Mcihods, Exposure Standards, Control Measures and PPE, Appeadix A.
3) Hearing Conservation Surmmary, Appendix B,
4) Table I - Air Monitoring Results;
5) Air Sampling Methodology/Exposure Limits, Appendix C.
ORBJECTIVE
The abjective of this evalustion was to dctermine employee time-weighicd average (TWA) exposures to noisc and
(0 Respirsble Silica Dust. The resalt were compared to the OSHA requireruents addressed in their Ocoupationat
Noize Exposure Standand, 29 CER, 1910.95 and 10 29 CFR 1910.1000,
The dzta fromm 3 one-day industrial bygtene survey are not defimitive md caution must be excroised when
imterpreting them. Individual exposires can vary for manty reasons and this inter- and intraday variability mmst be
coasidered when imterpreting any sxposare data.
RESTLTS and PISCUSSION
For both types of monitoting (Naise and Respirable Sifica ) exposuaes appear lo &l well within acceptable
expusare Jovels, .
Noise dosimeters with a dual 90 dBA and 80 dBA. theeshold level were used. The high 90 dBA threshold level
defermines compliance with the OSHA PEL of 90 dBA. The low $0 dBA thieshold love!l dotermines the nced for g
Hearing Canservation Program at 85 dBA of higher. The high threshold measurement beging measuring woise at
90 dBA and the low threshold measurement begins measuring at 80 dBA. Since the low thregshold measurement
inciudes noize from 80-90 dBA, a5 well gs atiove 90 dBA, it will always be greater than the high thteshold
mcasurement. The need to manitor twve thresholds sesalts from diﬁ'cm:g requirements for the OSHA. Action Limit
and PEL, .
All equployees exposed to noise levels at ar sbove 85 4BA nust be placed in g Hearing Conservation Program.
This includes annual audiometric tests, the availability of hearing protection, 2 tratning program, ind
rccardkecping.  Anyone with 2 demonstrated cocupational hearing loss is required to wear heating protection at 85
dBA or above.
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OSHA docs sot mandate hearing protection unless noisc Itvels exveed $0 dBA. However, tho American
Conference of Gavernmental Industriat Hygicnist (ACGH) and the National Instinste of Occupational Safety and
Health (NTOSH) reconunend that heaging protection be used at or abave §5 dBA.

The OSHA naise standard requircs cmployers to usc engineeting or sdminisirative controls to reduce employce
expasure 10 90 dBA or below. When this is not feasible, OSHA. requires cmployers to provide and eroployecs to
wear hearing profoction.

CONCLUSION

From the resuits found it appears as though very Little additionsl procautions reafly need to be undertaken at this
time, 1 would still saggest that employees do wear some type of an appraved respirator when dusty conditicas arise
from 2 particular insk they raay be performing. The sanie suggestion is also recommended for ear protection that
car protection be worn for high notse aregs or particulyr kigh noise jobs. '

1t was a picasore to meet with you, and the courtesy extended was very much appreciated. 1 we can be of farther
assistance {0 you, please fect free to contact the Northeast Regional Office a1 1-800-828-1723 or (216) 573-7200,

Sincesely,

n z?«cza,v
Ron Kouchan

Industdal Hygienist
Enclosures

Tabic of Resalts (Tables [&£2)

Appendix A « Noise bvformation: Methods, Exposure Standards, Control Measures, and PRE.
Appendix B ~ Heazing Conservation Simnmary. ) o
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