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nr. .H. {etham,

Physician,

Department of Pubklic Health,
57 Murray Street,

PERTH.

Near Dr. Letham,

Midoet—-Tmpinger.

T would not claim that the Midget-Impinger ia the
best instrument For use in dust—counting in the mining industry,
but in so far a&s the Asbestos industry is concerned it appears
to be 2 great imprcvement on the Konimeter.

Mr. Brisbsne wrote me a fartastic letter, the gist
o which w=s that the Konimeter was the meost practical intrument.
Pust-counting was mainly of probagarnda value and accurate esgtimations
of concentratisn- were impossible to obtain, This attitude may

expl=in the significant failure or the Kkines Department to reduce
the incidence of silicosis.

Yours faithfully,

g

J.McNulty
Chest Physician

PLAINTIFF'S
EXHIBIT
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6th October, 1960 . ..
e, D. Do Lethaud,

rhysician,

Public Health Department,

57 Hurray Street,

PERTH

Dear Dr. Lethac,

The Senior Inspector
e a copy of hils findings at Wittenooii.

of dust in both +he mill and the uanderground workings is shocking.
~he amount of dust falling on the lawn outside the mill office
would not compare favourably wiih conditions underground in some
g0ld mines. Silicosis 1= probably 4 mach greater hazaerd than we
had imagined and this probabl

of liines has kindly given
Briefly the concentration

v explains why a1l the men who have
develogped abnormal chest x-Tays appear to have 2 mixture of sili-—
cosis and asbestosis. ’

There was 1ittle correlatio
ings of the Hidget-Impinger end the KanimeteT. The Konimeter
generally 3Iave rmuch higher +atal particle counts and the Inpinger
higher fibre counts, but the resadings were too jnconsistent to
give & wortrwhile comparison. The Inspector sugzested that in-
experience with the Impinger may have been the cause and he feels
that i% is & socd instrument for vse at TWittenoow.

n between the read-

The Senior InspectoT of Wines has made many
recaommendaticns +o he Company apd the Blines Department have +the
power, under the ining acts, to see that the dust hazard is
eradicuoted. I+ rewains for us to keep hammering the health aspect L.

meintoin the sense of urgency regquired.

« prelininary review of
si.ouc how urgens the problea is.
but I Teel that

+he Wittenoom films,

It is %tco early to commit myself,
the -eneral piciure 1s worse than ever.

on conpletion ct
he u =nod idez 1O send & copy of
for %heir inforumation.

+ne rewview 1 tnink it would
411 the resulis %o the Comp&ny

Yours faitrfully.,

PLAINTIFF'S
EXHIBIT
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Daar QOpaise,

: I regret to advise that your resant chant slicweas
changes very sugissiive of tndustriuel dlséane, protably &n gdarly
stuz@ GI Assbestcoats, coaplicated by =1lisomis,  You praobatly
plassd snis up in cerliaek Jeauss whil: Y. Wara cores iutilamtely

I was 4 bit svapicious l.nt
Yyaupr, but tha changes wers t00 indurinite und we gon'®t usauslily
ussoolote Tunagerial stuf? with 1nd.sirisld chust disacas,

Ho final degision hes Lean ayde und you will nut
recelive forual no ice frow the loncuruble Yinister for Lines
until your oondision has Duen Iurtiics invuatiganted, I you will
be in ¥Ferth in the newr futura clewsec 1ut wo knaow and I will arr.n <&
for you $0 have Further X—tays,lung fucction und sputuan teste a8 un
out-putient, ot she Ferth Chest Houwpital. 7 will not be 1in Pastl
unt1l Februsry 1951, but you cgould oconsult Pr. Lethaa mt the Public
Hoalth Depurtiwent - he 1s fully in the platise and ¢ould udviss you.

Thers 18 no iu-ediste need for aocneern, but neturally
you should avoid further espusure Lo hurosrul dust like the pluSua
until your ochest cgonittion hdas baen couplutely tnvepgtizated,

I¥ you have any gucitlious or nead aky dvice, ploaae
wirita,

Youre slnc«rqly,

F.B.

1t will tekeo maoas tiws Lo
couglets sy raview of the X~ruys
of your workers, but I wma not
too hupyy wmbout the genaral WPuld.
P TaiEy weDIC. L i EGKE,

Copy: Dr. D. D, Letham.

SNOVIS
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Mx, 0. A, Allan Gl ,z‘b(‘-wx") (4 14
Lionager, ’ J ;

~\ Australizn Dlue Astestos Lid.,.
g WITTS00N,

Dear Os5,

The lung function and other tests carried out at the Chest

(?f;c Hospital, confirm that your lungs have suffered some carage attributablie

1~\~/ - to tke inhzlation of askestos dust and that the ¢amage iq not severe,
In fac&, apart from what can be shown by X-Ray, lests etc.,

vour health
(: " caniiot be ccrsiderEd ta be adversely affccted.

Tou will app“ec%i‘e thai ocur CVQerichcc of chest dlsease
’ caused by asbestos is linite =4 infieed the various inte

rational exnerts
e

putlishing articles on 1t do rot seem to know much Tore. This lessens
N -~ : oo

) the value of anvy ndvice which 1 can give, Unfortunately,

with the numbers
of men involved in a very few years, 1 shzll soon he an expert on

all the
. course and prognosis of the disease. There arc a few salient points on

! which I can eniighten you.
1. There 13 no immediate treatment.

(qE. Turther exposure te asbestos or o

t n cust must cease {other than
—_— J : that experienced during short 1ns

ion trips to the mill and mirne?
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1 be wvisgiting VWilttencom aga2in afier the Mobille Untit

- Septembter and look forward to secing you,

ch arny fur<ther information, please write

. Kind regnrds, Sod.  Jim McXulty,
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