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President y
sican Acsdemy of Decupstionsl Nedicine

¥ would 1tke 2o share wy concern with you: about s series of arti-

cles now apperring in the New Yorker magazine. These sriicles
#re entitled, ™Annels <f Industry -~ Cayvalties of the Workplace™.
The suthor {3 Paul Brodeur. M, perceprion of Brodeur's purpose
in writing this sevies of srifcies 1S that he desired that the )
readcr conclude that any errors, delays, inepness, which he gould
associate with the case of fittsburgthsrning in Tyler, Texas,
&re slsto sssogiaved, in Jeneral, with the field of otcupations)
bealth 35 the United States. In order to achieve this purpose,
which i3 not explicizly stated buy rather skillfully implied,
Brodeur Stresses those contributions of she prefessionsls which
tan be faulzed or at Icast guestioned. He has By provided a

complete record of efforts in the case.

The ariicles take the position associated with the unisn involived,
aaxmely that "industrial workers sre the yvicetims of 3 <onspiracy
designed to suppress knowledge of cccupational healdth hazards and
to delsy the passage snd enforcement of 1aws to vope With them™,

The articles depicy the Tyletr Pisat of Pitishurgh Corning Corpor-
stion, n the words of a unioen officisl, a3 the “epitowe of whnf

1y wrong with the way cur countey was desling with the problem of
industrial dise;;t“. In &y opinion, this position is supported
only by stretching the tyuth and in some TAdes altering eor ositting

‘ the vecord,
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The articles sllege that the Tyler Plant from its bt;inninf has 7
2ro53ly excaeded the asbesto: dust standards in most xll of %ts
operrations. On thebasis of rerultys of surveys of airborne dust
in the Tyler Plant prior to 1959, this was not true. There was
evidence that extessive dus? eXpOSUTES scLurred eﬂly at selected
piant sites and that these excursions in sirborne concentrations
of dust were not consiztent. The same surveys suggested permis.
sibie exposures {as calc#iaied by then existing standards) at most
sarpling sites. It was only in 1969 when the Walsh-Resley Stane-
ards changed the entire -oncept of the standard from § MPPLF in

& 2auple tollected by iopinper to 12 fibers per cubic cemtineter
collected by filter that concentrations were deemed sxcessive
throeughout the plant, Ay y*u Xnow, Jate 4n 1973 the uskgx:as

dust stancard was further lowered by the U3HA Temporary Esergenty
Standard for Asbestos o 5 8=Eaﬁéh§h1/éc

-

The aé:iczes 1028 The yeader to believe that the scientifis world
has known the bigslogicel response to all forms of psbestoes since
at least 1864, On the contrary, the eiffects of Amosite with reypecs
to luyng canter aad mesothelioms were not reported until Septesber
1972. Azvsite is the type of asbestos used in “Unibestos’™, Pives-
burgh Cbrniug Corporation's ssbestos -containing thersal pipe insu-
tatian. The facts are thst in 1965 a study reported on miners
expoted 10 ApD3ite in the Transvaal Region of South Africs, where
the apesite used in Unjdestos canme fron, showed po evidence of
either Iung cancer or mesotheliome being ¢aused by axposure to

. ascsite dust, This study suggested that amosite might be & safe

87 01462.170
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type of asbestos that could be used in place of other asbestss
that 222 been shovn to be associsted with melignancies, 7§c;e

facts %3y have had an influence in the greater demand for ames.

ite that was experienced. Further facts are that it wes in Septen-
bey, 31972, severa) months after Pittsdurgh Corning Corporaticn had
closed i{; Unibestos manufacturing operations thar Seiikoff pub-
lizhed the £, <3t paper which sujgested & relationship berweesn aros.

ite asbdestes and malignanck?s. Selikoff states in this azticle

that "there has beern no evidence concernisng whether the anesite

variety i3 carcinogenic”.

It i3 because of zy concern ms a Bosrd Certified Specialist in O:z-
cupationsi Nedicine, not bacause happen to be oxe of the severss
targets of these articles, that I f2el & peer review is essentisl
41 this tase to determine whether or not the professicnals imvolved
and the st¢tions taken by Pittsburgh Cornizg Corporation were in the

best interest of workmen invelved in the manufacturing process and

alse the workmen using Unibestos. Our profession is deing 1ibelously

attacked in the srticies and serchow the record should be set straight.
1, therefors, invite the Acadexy to make an in-depth study isko the

Piztsburgh Corning Corporation’s bandling of the health aspectis of
Ur bestos. ) '

For the convenience of those who will conduct the review, I have
provided an annctated time yequence snzlysis of Unidestos dealth

considerations, whick 45 a synopsis of recommendations made and
It i3, of course, snderstood that ay complete files

_actions taken.

" -
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. BT Svallable for rcv!ew sgain at the conveniznce af the rnvicwers. -~
I have provided & written sumssry of the zainklng that accaupnéi#é o
the Yecommendations and the actions, As you note frm this record,
Pr. Morton Com, Professor of Industrial Health and Air Engineering
at the Craduste School of Public Health, Dn-hersity ef Pirtsburgh,
provided, av my request, industrial hygiene se}vices te Pittsburgh
Corning., Dr. Corn has agreed to cocperate fully with such a review

either pearsonsily or by aiiing his records availabie,

The Management of Pitisdurgh Corning and wyself are Teady to assist

in mny wey possible the Acadery's veview ¢f this matter,

Very truly yours,

Lee B. Grant, M.D.
 Medical Directoer

a7 03462.172
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Novesder 9, 1973 | e

« Pr. Mortem Cora
Poiversicy of Pitrrburgn
Ctuuate School of Puhlic Realth
Pirexiurzi:, Pennmylivanas 15212

T8

Attacred 1% 20 ancorsred time sequecce asalyely and the £opter of tée
AUrriated WATerizin, ALSO Attsehed is Lhe wummary of fthe siipkiac

»

Begroianed Vith vrecsowendations and sctiims. ¥ rarticulatly weuld
1ike wour comments and guggesced ismprovements un Che Sumtary,

Very eruly yours,

4z

Lae £, COrans, %.D.
Medseal Directnr
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