Qctober 292, 19WD

¥r. Leon T. Sewell
Hughes, Little & Sewell
welnwright Bullding
Bute and Duke 3treets
Yorfolk, Virginie

Dear Yr. 3ewell:

“e have gone over Or. Hartin's report and would like to
corrent as follows with reference to the case of

¥e have seen a number of cages of tetroethyl lead
intoxication with zncephalopathy, but have uot seen any that
nave suffered rermanent daomege., Elght or ten weeks may be
reguired for recovery in severe cuses, Mt no residual symptons
or evidences of damege have been saen In any of the men that
wa gtudied. ITn fact we have data on a group of fourteen
retients thet were poizconed vwith tetrsethyl lesd in 1925, since
which time they hzve ocontinued ot work ir ths rmanufacturing
oreration and have besn under ronthly mediczl supervision since
the time of their poisonlng, =28 have =211 the other men in the
plert, In this group there wss no evidence oFf subnormality
or »hysicgl damage at any tiwve sianca 1325.

—%e are therefore of the opinion that while recovery from
tetraethyl lead poisoning may require two or three months, the
recovery from acute 1llness is not 8ssociated with any evidences
of permanent demege or persistent symptoms. On the other hand,
cach casge must be considered individually ond if persistent
symptoms and physicel findings like these seen during the
gocute illness ere found, they may be considered to de adeguate
evidence of residual damege. Unfortunately, in Jordon‘*s case
there are no persistent physical findings, there being only
mental symptoms which are releted to the original intoxication.
Furthermore, there is present a hypertension and s noteworthy
degree of znemia. Since soute lead intoxication is known to
ceuse anemia, and In the sbsence of &ny other informuation, nay
be considered to have coused anemia in the cuse of Jordon, this
should be treated 8nd furthermore, Jordon should receive treat-
ment and care for hls high bvlood nressure. All of our past
experience leads us to bvelieve that if a little rore time is
allowed and proper treatment is glven, this man's symptoms will
disappear, if they are related ot all to his previous lead
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intoxication. On the other hand if they do not disappear,
some*other ceuse should be ssarched for.

'I‘here is no question about— having had acute
leed intoxiocetion for which he should be compensated, but it
would be improper to sward him compensation for symptoms which
ney be due to other causes and which may be permenent in
- character. The imrortant point here, therefore, is to decide
whether or not these specific symptoma can be directly related
to the Iintoxication and this we would be in a much better
position to give an answer to after we had examined the patient
ourselves. This we will be julte willing to do for you. We
bveligve, however, it would be better to make some arrangernents
for Jordon to have treatment for his anemla and hypertension
and allow a little more time to elapse under treatment. If
at the end of that time Dr. liartin is not satisfied with his
progress, if you will let us know, we will make some arrange-
ment to ses Jordnn.

Very truly yours,

Wivr Willard Machle, M. D.
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