Febriary 6, 1933

Mr. A. Xeo Sctmidt

Devartment of Chemlstry

olle e of the City of New York
Cors ent Avenue and 1L0th Street
New York ity

Dear HMr., Schmidt:

T am very sorry that I can not zive yon any
information on the subject wh'’ch you mention in your
letter of January 2Lth, I rave not invast?zated the
lead content of tobacco althourh T am aware that lead
ig to me found not only Iin cigsrettes “ut *n oractiecally
51l forms of tohacco. So far ac T em aware, the only
tnformation 11 the medical literature refers to the lead
content of snuff, Cases of lead polsoning which have
resulted fatally in a few instances have occurred on the
use of snuff heavily conteminated with lead chromate -
which had bsen smployed in order to ~ive the smuff a
commsercially desirable color. You msy be interested in
some of the references which ocecur in medicsl literature
in th's conneection, Joseph Uttal had an article In the
Journal of tre American iledical Association - Volme 90 -
Pare 298 « 1928, Bauer and Ropes published an article in
the same Jonrnal - Volume 90 « FPare 757 - 1928, UYoth of
these articles give other references,

The amount of lead which 1s in cigarettes 1s not
known to me and I would judge that the guantities -vould
show considerable variation, It %s not a particularly
difficult matter Tor anyone who 's ‘n position to make
use of highly accurate methcds of snalysts, to determine
the lead content of cigserett=s, ‘e rsve no Yud occasion
to 4o so for the reason t'at the provlem does not seem to
me to be especially imucrtant in view of the very much
larger opportunit’es for lead absorption from a variety
of other very common sources., As tc what occ:rs Auring the
amoking of ctgarettes or cigars, I have even less basis for
opintan. My mess 1s that g certain amount of flnely divided
lead would he inhsled and the zgrenter purtion of 1t would be
exhaled., However, this 1s a pure zuess and since I do not
consider 1t seriously myself, i shouldl not wish the opint'cn
to re taken seriously by anyone else. '

9YT N



I can only give you one further sug-estion =
namely, that 1f you ars interested In earrylng out
some experimental work on this subject, it would he
advisable to review with great care the analytical
methods which are now avallai"les In the past few years
several methods have been developed which have a very
high accuracys For the sake of example, the method
which we have used 1s capable of datecting anournts some=
what leas than 03 to Q4 of a milligram. Quantitative
accuracy 18 possitle in the case of amounts in excess of
.03 of a milligrem,

Very truly yours,

RAK:IS
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