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F uiir.Ji.u ..:i r .ic ts  is a m onth ly  n e w s - le t te r  issued  
to  ¡ricliistri.il co n cern s  hold ing  m em b ersh ip  In 
In d u s tr ia l H ygiene F o u n d a tio n . Trie F o u n d a tio n  
is  a  no n -p ro fit a sso c ia tio n  of in d u s tr ie s  fo r th e  
a d v a n cem e n t of h ea lth fu l w ork ing  cond itions .

August, 19^9 No. 8

M.E. Coyle o f G eneral Motors t o  Keynote Annual Meeting 

Conferences to  Inc lude one on A ir and Stream  P o llu tio n

M.E. Coyle, E xecutive V ice -P resid en t o f G eneral Motors C orp ., w i l l  d e l iv e r  
n o te  address opening the  ll+th annual m eeting o f I n d u s t r ia l  Hygiene Foundation 
.on I n s t i t u t e ,  P it tsb u rg h , on November 17 . Mr. Coyle w i l l  speak on su b jec ts  
id in te r e s t  to  in d u s t r ia l  management, as co rp o ra te  a c t i v i t i e s  and th e i r  in -
• on the  N atio n al economy.

Besides the main m eeting fo r management re p re s e n ta tiv e s ,  four p ro fe s s io n a l
¡nces w il l  be held  here on November 16----- ( l )  M edical, (2) Chemical & Toxico-
L, (5) Engineering and (L) L egal. These ro u n d -tab le  se ss io n s  a re  being 
id by th e  re sp e c tiv e  p ro fe s s io n a l committees jn  th e  Foundation and th e  agenda 
t announced soon.

November 18, th e  day a f t e r  th e  main m eeting, w i l l  be devoted to  a con- 
•j on the  A ir and Water of I n d u s t r ia l  Communities, w ith emphasis on a i r  p o llu - 
The membership voted 3 to  1 in  favor o f such a  conference which in  e f f e c t  w i l l  

sn tin u a tio n  o f th e  main m eeting. The agenda w il l  cover su b jec ts  o f in te r e s t  to  
¡nagement and te c h n ic a l  re p re s e n ta tiv e s .

The M edical Conference on November 16, th e  main m eeting on November 17 
» " a i r  and w ater" conference on November 18 w i l l  a l l  be h e ld  in  the  main 
•ium a t  Mellon I n s t i t u t e .  The o th e r conferences (November l6 )  w i l l  a l l  be 
i th e r  a t  the I n s t i t u t e  or nearby a t  s i t e s  to  be announced.

H o te l re se rv a tio n s  should be made now. Both th e  H otels Webster H all and 
?y, n ea r Mellon i n s t i t u t e ,  p ’̂ m5se f u l l  co o p era tio n , as do th e  downtown h o te ls  
; P ittsb u rg h  Convention Burea-’ .

More d e ta i l s  l a t e r .............

I-H-F in  American Can Company's Annual R eport

The l* *7th annual re p o r t  o f th e  American Can Company, a  Foundation member, 
ns th e  fo llow ing :

"With th e  a s s is ta n c e  o f I n d u s t r ia l  Hygiene Foundation o f America, wnich is  
i  in  th e  M ellon I n s t i t u t e  in  P it ts b u rg h , a  survey was conducted o f th e  Company's 
1 program fo r  em ployees. The purpose o f th i s  survey was t o  determ ine ways where 
Company's a lre ad y  comprehensive m edical program can be made more e f f e c t iv e ."

(E d i to r 's  Note: The Foundation is  now engaged in  fou r o th e r such s tu d ies  
d ea lin g  w ith  m edical a d m in is tra tio n , co s t and p ro ced u re .)

----  November lC, 17, l8 .....
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However, g rsa t care should "be taken  to  exclude th e  tuberculous in  s e le c t ­
ing persons to  rece iv e  aluminum th erap y . (4) I t  is  not believed th a t  a 
s c ie n t i f ic a l ly  co n tro lled  experiment in  industry  is  fe a s ib le  fo r the 
ev a lu a tio n  o f aluminum fo r the  prophylaxis o f s i l i c o s i s .  This follows 
from the unco n tro llab le  v a r ia b le s  inheren t in  th e  in d u s tr ia l  s i tu a t io n  and 
o th er fa c to rs  which have been d iscu ssed . For these  reasons, i t  appears 
improbable th a t  any re search  agency would consider i t  advisab le to  under­
take such a  p ro je c t except under sp e c ia l  conditions a lready  d iscu ssed , and 
which may not be a t ta in a b le .  (5) The McIntyre Research Foundation, as 
p re se n tly  organized , is  not equipped to  solve the  aluminum prophylaxis 
problem in  r e la t io n  to  s i l i c o s i s .  The steps considered necessary to  acconi' 
p l is h  th is  ob jec tive  are o u tlin e d . (6) Research should be continued with 
lab o ra to ry  animals w ith the ob ject of find ing  a more adequate b as is  fo r 
ap p lic a tio n  to  man. Such study is  now included in  the program of the 
Saranac Laboratory of the Trudeau Foundation. — A uthors' Summary

56 E ffec ts  o f E le c tr ic i ty  on the Human Body. W.B. Kouwenhoven.
In d . Med. lb ,  269 (Ju ly , 19^9).

The au thor d iscusses b r ie f ly  the  various e f fe c ts  o f e l e c t r i c i ty  on 
th e  body, including v a r ia tio n s  w ith the amount o f c u r re n t. The cu rren t 
values o f in te re s t  a re : ( l )  th resh o ld  o f fe e lin g , about 1 m illiam pere,
(2) le t-g o  cu rre n t, above which i t  is  d i f f i c u l t  to  l e t  go of a w ire, 
about 9 m illiam pères fo r men, 6 fo r women; (3) cu rren t producing v e n tr i­
cu la r  f i b r i l l a t i o n ,  0 .1  ampere; (U) cu rren t producing a block in  the n e r­
vous system, one ampere or more; and (5) the  counter shock c u r re n t. The 
la s t  th ree  r e s u l t  in  death i f  prolonged; otherw ise a r t i f i c i a l  re s p ira tio n  
may nave the v ic tim . These e f fe c ts  r e fe r  to  a lte rn a t in g  cu rren t o f com­
m ercial frequency. D irec t cu rren t is  much le ss  harm ful. The only e f fe c t  
o f high-frequency cu rren ts  is  h ea tin g .

67 Asbestos is  and Cancer o f the Lung. E d i to r ia l .
J.A.M.A. 140, 1219-1220 (Aug. 13, 19^9).

Records of E ng lish , American and German physicians and The Annual 
R eport of the  C hief In sp ec to r o f F ac to rie s  in  England fo r 19^7 show* th a t 
th e  occurrence o f cancer o f the  lung is  re la te d  to  pulmonary a sb e s to s is . 
This r e la t io n  is  supported by the  follow ing observations: ( l )  The incidence 
r a te  o f cancer o f the  lungs in  a sb e s to s is  p a tie n ts  is  10 to  15 times as 
h igh as among the  general p o p u la tio n .(2) The male-female r a t i o  is  more 
n ea rly  equal than  i t  is  fo r the  g en e ra l popu lation , which in d ica tes  th a t  
an environm ental and ev id en tly  occupational carcinogen tended to  equalize 
th e  incidence ra te  o f cancer o f the  lungs fo r both sexes. Recent ex p e ri­
m ental observations support th is  in te rp re ta t io n  o f c l in ic a l  evidence.

>68 Changes in  th e  Lungs Produced by N atural G rap h ite . H.E. Harding and 
G.B. O liv er. B r i t .  J .  Ind . Med. 6, 91“99 (A p ril, 19^9 )•>

A b r i e f  d e sc r ip tio n  is  given o f the  in d u s tr ia l  uses o f n a tu ra l  g ra p h ite , 
which is  a  c ry s ta ll in e  carbon mixed w ith up to  10# of free  s i l i c a  and with 
o ther m inera ls. The g re a te s t  d u st r i s k  occurs in  the  grind ing  o f n a tu ra l  
g rap h ite , fo r which evidence is  p resented to  show th a t  th is  can lead to


