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Vista Chemical Company 15990 N. Barker's Landing Rd. 
Post Office Box 19029

Houston,Texas 77224 
Phone (713) 531-3200

*

June 7, 1985

Mr. C. P. Davis
Chief Engineer
Maintenance of Way
Illinois Central Gulf Railroad
233 North Michigan Avenue
Chicago, ILL 60601-5799

VIS1A

Dear Mr. Davis:

Vista Polymers Inc. is a major rail shipper of Polyvinyl 
Chloride (PVC), Vinyl Chloride Monomer (VCM), and Alcohol 
Compounds in and out of Aberdeen, MS. Currently, the ICG enjoys 
100% of this business which exceeded 3,600 carloads in 1984.

Over the past 10 months, there have been 8 derailments involving 
34 of our cars on the ICG trackage in and around Aberdeen.

A listing from our records is attached.

While the pending sale of trackage to the G&M may have impacted 
your maintenance program, our concern is that proper precaution 
be taken in regard to our shipments. We are particularly 
concerned about the frequency of derailments involving VCM 
(hazardous- classification UN1086) cars. Though I am not aware 
of any resulting serious leaks or spills yet, the conditions for 
a potentially serious incident seem to be present.

This letter formalizes Vista's previous requests to ICG to take 
the proper measures to ensure the safe and expeditious movement 
of our cars. This subject is also a major topic of our 
conversation with the G&M team and we intend to copy the 
appropriate people in that organization for informational 
purposes.

Very truly yours.

P. C. Gowan
Manager Transportation 
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cc: N. J. Andrews 
General Manager 
Safety/Technical Training 
Chicago, IL.

cc: A. E. Chance - Superintendent Engineering 
P. 0. Box 2600 
Jackson, MS 39207

cc: Ben Mitchell
Senior Account Manager 
Illinois Central Gulf Railroad 
6440 Hi11 croft Avenue 
Houston, TX 77081

cc: JF, JW, Aberdeen 
TGG, Houston

cc: GGD, PCG, CGW, JGF

PCG
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