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MOCKERY OF
“COMPENSATION”
FOR ASBESTOS
WORKER

Dran Cosnape,—About IR months ago
alarmiug bews came to the ears of Turner
and Newall's operatives about the asbestos
industry. . , o o

The Home Office had made an extensive
inquiry into the trade and had found it in-
jnous to hoalth, in fact dangerous to such
a deprea that in rome instances it paisoned
the lunpgs, cavsing that deadly seourge,
tr-harculosis, . .

\ ity was the scheme of the Home Office.

Aushody emploved in tho affected arens of

the eard mill must be examined by lung

experts, and if found suflering mu-t at
once be compelled the leave the firm

Compensation under the Workmen's Com-
pensation Act would be granted, the maxi-
mum swm being 30s, per week. This com-
pensation to be based on 12 months’ previous
_wervice. , .

Now Turner and Newalls have been for
a considerable period on short-time, so that
the  workers  who  were unfortnnately
claswed ps unfit, but were stitl to be rm-
ployed in the industry, were treated in a

Cvery unfuir manner. Somao of them ind
only Leen working threo davs a fortnight,
others three days a week.

Hero ure fncts of the compensation scheme
pard to old worlters (e

One man with 26 vears’ fervico got 15s. n
week A6 vewrs 1850 a0 week, 13 years 225 a

't and 16 vears }0s. & week.

One womman who had worked for 36 years
was classed as fit only for light duties,

St wAe found work in another depart-
ment, hat her wage was dropped by Os. per
wrel,

Tt worker doses a timb he gets compenca
tion, but if he gets asbestos on the langs
he s wenalised, :

This ‘woman with 36 years’ sarvice is at
the moment it in bad with neurasthenia,
brought abont by worry and thinking she has
done anothor worker out of 8 joh.

Wowen have alse been compelled to leave
the firm: one receives 10a. n week.,  They
aree not allowed to receive National Health
or draw from the Labour " Exchange: one
workrr has  been  compelled to go to the
P A for ralief,

Not long ago one of the principal owners
of Turner's asbestos died and left £40,000
to form a nucleus of a pension fund. Now,
when the directors wero nsked about this
money, they say that it cannnt be used fo
compencation. — Yours  fraternally, A
Soreenkn,” Rochdale, ‘
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