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SUBJECT: VQX

Talked with Dr. Torkleson of Dow whom 1 consider

the driving force in MCA program for toxicology of VCM.
- -

In his trip to Italv accompanied by a Dow patholo-
gist, he hnd hoped that they had mis-read slides; this
hope did not become the fact since Dow pathologist could not
disagree with any of the findings which have been reported.
The bope remains that exposure of food and litter to the gas
may be a contributing factor, but Dr. Torkleson thinks the
odds against this changing the result materially. [ie has
suggested that Italians investigate this angle but has no
way of knowing what they will do. Food was Bomething like
our Purina Chow but, of course, made from native oil, etc.
Percent fat in diet is not known.

Dowv Management is extremely worried about this -
;development ond one of theilr executives is about to contact
other producers (2ud presumably users) so thot the iandustry
(vith permission of the European group) can as a group take
all the data known to NIOSIl. They do not want to act
unilaterally.

- Dow uses nnd has advised nll of its customers to
use 50 ppm as TLV for VCM. 1t would like to get out of
stle nf VCM as merosol propellant but doesn't know quite
how to do it. Thinking behind this was not explored but
sunpect that fenr i8 of spot-lighting the health concern.
Dov no longer malkes PVC and there is less than 1 ppm VCM
in SARAN.

With respect to possible disclosures from European
VCM investigations, there is to be a European seminar on
carcinogenisise next month which Dr. Maltoni will attend. \Ke/
is not authorized to discuss his studies beiug conducted for
the European chemical group, but he is8 described ns an out-
going individunl, The work of Dr. Viola's associate at Rome
will be discussed at n symposium in the fnll of 1974. 1If
nothing develops before then, it may be expected that Maltont
work will have been comploted and the Industrial Biotest work
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far enough rlong to give some indications. Also, epidemib-
logical study bere will have been completed.

Since Solvay et Clie is a member of the group
supporting Dr. Maltoni and Dr. Viola is a comsultant to
Solvay et Cie, it would appear that Solvay et Cie ahould
have the best idea of what is happening.

Dr. Torkleson also said that he overheard a
conversation in which sputum tests with VCM workers were
suggested to have given positive indications in first test
and negntive results in second test. Relating this to
Dr. Duffield (ICl), Dr. Duffield stated that there were no
indications of sluffing off of tissue. -
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