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In reply to your note, dated 22nd March, I have listed the

Bean £ibre gounts for the relevant locations in the 3
Division, 1lhere follows & ahort discussion of the nm{u’.“m

2hth Merch, 1967,

Ytacks or Unetacki cf s of asbe
l;f.uo" ng bags of asbestos tg fib:'.l per c.q.

Alite

Spray Fibre Drua Nixer Platforuas 12 = "
Spray Fibre Muchanicol Begging 11 " »
General Atmosphere [ [ "

1) Aacking and Unotacking
The sampling at points in the fidbre warehouse, whe
bags of crude nsbestos are handled, did not commence “nur:

May of last year, and since then the f
bc!n obtaineds- | ollowing counts have

13, 156, 34, 40, 20, 28, 62 and 17 fibres per ¢.¢..
These relatively high results are for all three commop t

of asbestos used (see note 5). Only one sample has m’ﬁi.n

whilst Crocidolite was being handled (Lo £/6.0.) and on that

occasion it was noted that rospirators_were worm by the
cperatives concerned. e .

2) Aldse/doray Fibre Flatforme and Mechanical Bagging

For detailed information of the dust levels at these

locations the dust survey repcrt phs,( which are attached)
trend i

shculd be consulted. nes indicate that there
has bean a steady deteriorstion in the conditions over the
past & years, except at the bagring units, where seversl
duet control ceasures have been Lnu'oducoé recently..

It will be slso noticed thet the results for the

Membrane Filter saoples (taken aince Jarmuary 1965) fluctuate

more than those for the fOttway' L,R.T.P, This is due
to the shorter sampling pericd necessary to ¢ollect a
tcountable' sample cn the sesbranes. .

3) Seneral Atmosphere

Yampling the general) envigament in the 3 Pibre
plant commences in ﬁmury 1966, Pare

The results are indicative

of the dust hazard that 'unprotactsd' personnel. are exposed
to and therefore they sre rather disturbing, especislly as
counts ae high as 9.3 and 1ll.4 have been obtained,

- Contbaess

A)

5)

Reapaich

There are no figuros for tris stape of manufacturs
where the bagged Sprasy Fibre matorials are handled, We
will investigate the pcesibility of a dust hasard, but it
is considered that the levels rare are low as the paper-
lined tags appear impervicus to duet,

' ) 1ad

As you are awers, ths dust jevale in cur factories
dezend upon many variabdles and, from the rosults of past
TeBeA, Poutine surveys, thore i{s s food indication that
Crocidclite 8 dustier than (hrysotile when processed on
textile machinery. liowever, in the Spray Fitre Divisicn
the level does not appear tc depend upcn the fibre to the
sane extent, but dogendl much sorc cn the sampling position,
the cpening of thc lcrry doors (hence climstic conditicns),
and seversl other factors, therefore the mmall nmumber of
results obtained to date on the platforms, and at the
bagping units, where L.5.) (Spray raterial containing
Crocidolite) is being manufsctured, are not appreciably
differont. As st tho T,B,A. factory locations st Hindley
Oreen, it ia intended 0 incroase the sempling rate on
machines processing Crocidclite,
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