November 20, 1934

DI‘. Re Ho Sayeré
Bureaun of iiines

Dept+ of Conmerce
Viashington, D, C.

Dear Dr. Spgyerss

I have just finished going over our cases
of' complalnts and I have extracted from those which have
not been reported to you such information as would seem
to be of use to you eliminating various types of corrcse-
vondence which represent either expressions of opinion or
extraneous matters. I am having all of this material covledh
and it wlll be sent along to you as soon as we can get it
inished., T am afraid you wlll find rmuch of it aqulte
fragmentary and, from a certalin point of view, unsatisfactory.
I have followed the policy of carefully investigating only
such cases as would seem to Justify the effort. I have not
wasted time on what seemed inconsequential. You perhaps
realize that I have to fight for free time, and 1 do not
waste any more than I csn help. I trust you will not regard
th's as an apolégy for the fragmentary informations I do
not regard it as such, but nerely as a statement of poing
of vliew., I feel quite certain that you will agree with
me that there is very 1ittle "soapn" in the material at hand
to Justify detalled investigatione On the other hand, Iif
there 13 any apecific informatlion which you wish, I shell
be glad to try to ohtaln it for you, and moreover, 1f you
feel that you would recommend somewhat more detalled infor-
mation than 1s being given in some Instances, I wish you
would speak Trankly.

All this, of course, 1is conditloned upon your
reaction when you exanmine the materiasl which I shall supply
you some days later. For the present, I am sending you a
sumnmary of the cases as I have classifled them so that you
can see at a glance the general type of thing with which
we have dealt. I have no doubt your experience coincides
with the information which I am supplylng you 1in thils table,
namely, that most of the cases are covered under the generanl
heading of gasoline burns, recurrent dermetitis with in some
instances sensitivity phenomena, and parasitic infestations
of the skin following exvosure to gasoli:re. I have lumped these
under one heading as "Skin Lesions", One or two cases of
farunculoslis are also in this group. Neurolosical lesions
include the three cases of peripheral nephritis which are
alresdy in your file, and all other neurologlcal lesions

[ B od Pn PR T YT Y TR Y o ¥



Dr. R. Re. Sayers

pernicious anemia, and certain other localized central
nervous system lesions. Under "General Illness™ are listed
a number of conditlons which do not lend bhemselves readily
to any other type of classification, Under "Gasoline
Intoxication (Ingeation)" are listed all cases that have come
to our attention in which patients have swallowed gasoline or
haye gotten it in thelr mouths from siphoning or otherwise,
"Intoxication ".4s probably a.badly chosen word. Under
"Gasoline Intoxication (Inhalation) are listed some cases of
acute illness with one or two deaths dlrectly due to the Sl
i1nhalation of gasoline vapors in high concentration, e

sonme - time whon you have time to drop me a note
I should be interested in knowing something of the number -
of complainbs.which you have received., Some of them may well .- -
be duplicatesa of mine, but I imagine thatmost of t hem are not. SR
It would be interesting to know whether or not they are,j
as a check on .the adequacy of the reporting which we hoth °
receive. From the inconsequential type of some of the ¢ Olttes
plaints,: one might assume that the reporting of injuries
has been very eoffective. On the other hand, my experienoe=
with such matters leads me to be skeptiical. When one '
considersa the: fact which we have frequently observed, thab
complaints. tend to come with frequency from a new area of
distribution only to fall off very nearly to gero at a ot
later date, one may be justified 1n d ubting the effectiveneas_H»
of the reportiag of. cases. Do :

18 you have any difficulkies with this problem =
I hcpe you will not hesibace ba let me know about them. '

w1th kindest paraonal regards,‘

| tSineerely yours,

mK:zs . Tobert K. Kehos; H.Ds~
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