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W F I F T H  A V E N U E  AND I OOTH Í T Í E E T . N E W  YORK,  N Y, 10059

MOUNT SINAI SCHOOL OF MEDICINE
0/  The City University of Ntu> York

Dtparlmriii 0/  Coi«m*i*li)f Mediant March 26, 1976

Miss Marian Burros 
The Washington Post 
1150 15th Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20071
Dear Miss Burros *
I was astonished by your article in The Washington Post on March 26, 
1976, astonished because of the inaccurate stance of the story, and the 
sly selections used in its preparation. These gave the impression that 
there was disagreement on my part and on the part of our Laboratory with 
the position of Dr. Thomas C. Chalmers.

This can only be characterized as a deliberate distortion, not a very 
difficult task, I presume, on the part of a skilled writer able to make 
use of omissions. Thus, I specifically stated that 1 was in agreement 
with Dr. Chalmers, that I thought his statement was carefully and accu­
rately written. I repeated this to you, so that there be no misunder­
standing. Nowhere in your story is this mentioned. And one would be 
hard put to believe that this is an inadvertent omission. Certainly, 
the omission serves to provide a "newsworthy1' picture of a conflict 
among scientists, when there is no such disagreement.

A further example of skilled slanting is the use of the phrase "Selikoff 
acknowledged that the cosmetic industry has "gone ahead quietly and 
improved the talc..." I didn't "acknowledge," with its connotation of 
reluctance. Rather, I stated that the cosmetic industry was to be 
"congratulated" on having improved its product and that credit should be 
given where due. But this, too, didn't fit your perspective.

We could go on; for example, you questioned me on scientific problems 
such as differences in Mount Sinai versus FDA techniques, safe levels 
for asbestos, etc. In the story you place my remarks after your mis­
statement about my disagreeing with Dr. Chalmers' comments, leaving the 
impression that he may have said something to the contrary. He didn't - 
he didn’t mention these subjects.
You obviously are a clever writer. It's unfortunate that your skills 
could not have been put to * better use.

Sincerely yours

IJS-.jlr
cc: Managing Editor, Washington Post 

Dr. Thomas C. Chalmers 
Dr. David Pomrinse
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«tndooccole proiiertl«, to 
EM-f y»«?» sttbetitH, wsá. thus 
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Í-"- hm0aa£B Depto «¡f. ato*» 

weafaML MMteta« <att tt»  «*> 
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• Omtimm, stídi. , / ,

•© - f  ■ £&* mir baby pcntder 
t*st«d b a t «1# reported to. 
«•ww- iwbwta«---»|»w«Bted 
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&£ a * « to s  íi»  talcaiB jwwé-* ei-J," ¡

Researehm to the Dept] 
'■ v t Itoviranmentai Medicine;
■ have taken exception to seine j 

J»rt* of C haises' ¡rtadement

a » ® « «  asb rtas .bekw a .eertab 1«wi h« said, . -- Settlroff aba tosfe «xoep- .̂;tk>0 to tí» tnsuod
lt$f M l ■aM ^r.-Pedlfttete 
D ipt that; busby tato- is  safa- ■ad useftd. He saMi "t thisk 
they wat fiw  to regret it,**

Dr. Haraoe ILHofef, *alr- 
nuur of toe department Is a 
mesiber of the- board of di­
rector» of Jotumcu &■ Joim~ 
soais- iBstitate for Pediatric 

• Sendee; lb #  ixmrd idvtes* 
îatmaon Jdhucsan o s dis­

bursement o f Its funds for j 
pediatric research. Member» * 
of th* board receivo m  re» j 
muneratian. Hades declined j 
to discuss Ms department's ; 
statement on. th« safely  of .! 
baby talc. , -  i:
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