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is.sugge:sted that thick frozen sections be used because asbestosis bodies may easily be
nnssec.1 in thin sections.? Fibrosis of the pleura with adhesions to surrounding struc-
tures is commonplace in asbestosis. The asbestosis bodies produce alterations in the
per}phery of the lung whereby these bodies gain entrance to the pleural tissues via the
pernpbex"al lyx}lphatics in the lung. Because of the occurrence of mesothelioma in
a§50c1at1011 with asbestosis, it is likely that substances in asbestos fibers are spe-
cifically carcinogenic. It is unlikely that other inhaled carcinogens would gain access
to the pleura and produce carcinoma in tissue previously rencc.iered less resistant by
the a§bestos‘. A case of asbestosis in which the individual had both bronchogenic and
gastric carcinomas and in which the latter tumor contained refractile granules lends
support to this concept of the specific carcinogenicity of the asbestos fibers.
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