
Wa sh in g t o n St a t e Appl e Co mmissio n

j . VV. H E BE R T .  YAKI MA 

VI CT O R  P .  LAR SE .  CASH ME RE  

W .  G.  M AR T I N .  WAP ATO 

D E S M O N D  S H E AR E R .  T lE TON

j .  m . w a d e . W e n a t c h e e

J .  W .  W E L CH .  J R . .  W E N ATCH E E

4€ * *
W E N A T C H E E  

• A ,  C H E L A N

O F F I C E R S :

W .  G .  M AR T I N .  Ch a i r m a n

J .  W .  W E L CH ,  J R . .  V i c e  CH AI RMAN 

H AR O L D  C O P P L E .  TREASURE R

E X - O F F I CI O  CO M M I S S I O N E R S :

S VE R R E  N .  O M D A H l
D I R E C T O R  O P  A G R I C U L T U R E

Wenatchee, Washington
June 1, 1949

W M .  H. S H AW

S U P E R V I S O R  O P  H O R T I C U L T U R E

H AR O L D  C O P P L E .  S e c r e t a r y. M a n a g e r

Dr. Robert A. Kehoe 
Ketter in g Laboratory 
Un iversity of Cin cin n ati 
Cin cin n at i, Ohio

Dear Dr. Kehoe:

I t  has been some time sin ce I  have had con tact with you. During t h is time I  
have resign ed from the Washington State Apple Commission n ear ly two years ago 
and more or  le ss r e t ir ed  to my sm all apple orchard where I  get  a lo t  o f r eal 
h ealth  and sa t isfac t io n  out of r a isin g not only apples but many fin e r oses, 
t u l ip s, e t c , During t h is per iod , however, I  have been more or le ss handling 
the spray residue m atters fo r  the in dustry which i s my reason  fo r  w r it in g you.

On May 6 Dr. Dunbar in  an address before the Nation al Agr icultu ral Chemical 
Associat ion  made the follow in g statemen t:

•’Set t in g of safe  to leran ces i s  a d i f f ic u l t  quest ion  due to many 
d iverse fac t o r s. For example, no accurate methods were availab le  
fo r  est im at in g r esid u al spray l e f t  on or absorbed by the food 
products,’ in formation  was lackin g as to whether residu es remained 
in  t ac t  or  whether weathering reduced or  in ten sified  the toxic 
e ffe c t  and whether they could be removed by washing or are ab­
sorbed and thus not removable. Un t il such data i s  availab le  hear­
in gs to  est ab lish  to leran ces are not p o ssib le .1'

The Food and Drug Admin istration  also  has stated  that  they fin d  no danger to 
pub lic h ealth  from residue of DDT or Parath ion  when used fo r  spraying of 
app les, as long as t h is i s  done 30 days p r ior  to  h arvest . Also, vie understand 
th ere are new in sect ic id es in  the process of being developed and tested  th at  
may be more e ffec t ive  fo r  spraying and le ss toxic than DDT and Parath ion .

In  view of th e above we would l ik e  to  see a hearing delayed u n t i l  a l l  informa­
t ion  possib le  e ffect in g the determining o f to leran ces of DDT and Parath ion  has 
been secured. Natu rally , we desire  a toleran ce th at i s  as l ib e r a l  as public 
h ealth  w il l ju st i fy  as we do not know how much our spraying programs might be 
changed. Also, i f  new in sect ic id es replace DDT and Parath ion , as was the case 
with Fluor in e, a hearing in  the near fu tu re would be expensive and unnecessary. 
You may be in te rested  in  knowing th at  the apple and pear in dustry, as fa r  as 
I  know, does not a t  the presen t time use any form of Fluorine or Arsenate of 
Lead.
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Gan you advise me what research  you are doing in  connection with DDT and 
Parath ion  and how long you est im ate i t  w il l  Be before you v a i l  have enough 
in form ation  availab le  so t h at  a h ear in g could be h eld , tak in g in to con sidera­
t ion  th at  no emergency e x ist s at  t h is time t o  public h ealth  from a residue 
stan dpoin t . I  am, o f course, fam iliar  with th e fa c t th at  you went to Germany 
and made a very complete study of in se c t ic id es and var ious ch em icals, and I  
believe you issu ed  a con fid en t ial repor t  along t h is l in e , which I  have not 
seen .

You w il l  be in te rested  in  knowing th at  the qu an t it ies of DDT and Parath ion  
th at  we are usin g here in  th e northwest are tremendous. ¥ ith  Parath ion  there 
e x ist s a r e a l danger in  i t s  preparat ion  and app licat ion . I  have held a good 
many m eetings, ana we have sen t out many b u lle t in s caution ing the growers
and those applying i t  to use every care possib le  in i t s  preparat ion  and ap p l i­
cat ion  and to follow  as near as p r act ica l the in st ru ct ion s on the packages 
from the m anufacturers. There has been some i l ln e sse s to qu ite a number of 
th ose prepar in g and applying t h is spray. A ll, however, have recovered without 
any apparen t last in g e ffe c t . I f  th ere i s  any in formation  in  t h is connection 
th at  I  can secure fo r  you th at  would be h elp fu l, I  would be glad  to  do i t .

I  would very much appreciate and enjoy hearing from you. With kind person al 
regards,

Sin cerely  yours,

C. E .  CHASE

CEC:h s
cc: Mr. Paul Stark  

Mr, Truman Mold 
Mr. J.  W. Hebert 
Mr. Fred Shanamen 
Hr. Martin  Foster  
Mr. R. H. Robinson
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