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STATE STUDY AIDS 1 
HEALTH OF 300,000

Miss Miller Reports on 31/ 2 
Years of Fighting Silicosis 
and Other Dust Diseases

SHE URGES LARGER STAFF

While Progress Has Been 
Made, Many Other Industrial 

Hazards Exist, She Says

T he h ea lth  o f n ea rly  300,000 w ork­
er* In  dangerous tra d e s  in  N ew  
Y ork  S ta te  is b e tte r  sa feguarded  
th a n  i t  w as th re e  an d  a  h a lf  years 
ago a s  a  re su lt of th e  in d u s tria l 
hygiene p ro g ram  in s titu ted  b y  th e  
S ta te  L abo r D ep artm en t on  Ju ly  1, 
1936, M iss F rie d a  S. M iller, S ta te  
In d u s tria l C om m issioner, rep o rted  
yesterday  to  th e  L eg isla tu re , w hich 
ap p rop ria ted  $50,000 a  y e a r  fo r  five 
y ea rs  to  th e  L abor D ep artm en t to  
fig h t silicosis an d  o th e r d u st dis­
eases an d  com bat in d u s tria l poisons.

T hree an d  a  h a lf y ea rs  of experi­
ence, especially on th e  D elaw are 
aqueduct p ro jec t, have  ta u g h t m eth­
ods o f p reventing , though  no t of 
curing , silicosis in  rock  drilling, 
M iss M iller repo rted . P ro g ress  also 
w as m ade in  con tro lling  o ther dust 
diseases.

“ B u t we have only sc ra tched  the  
su rface  in  detec ting  an d  controlling 
o th e r occupational haza rd s ,”  she 
w arned , “h azard s genera ted  w ith  
th e  speed of invention, w ith  th e  
sam e m ass m a rk e t a s  technological 
change itself. The developm ent of 
new industries, new  chem icals, new  
processes b rings in  th e ir  w ake a  
daily tr a in  of new  poisons and  new 
uses fo r old ones.”

Miss M iller concluded w tih  the  
hope th a t  th e  leg isla to rs would 
“w eigh the  need fo r con tinu ing  and  
increasing  th e  techn ica l personnel 
w hich alone can  g u aran tee  indus­
tr ia l hea lth  in  th e  w orld of tom or­
row .”

P hysicians of th e  D ivision of In ­
dustria l H ygiene of the  L abor De­
partm en t, th e  rep o rt said, have con­
ducted 37,850 m edical exam inations 
of w orkers, and  m ade 17,229 chem ­
ical analyses o f a ir , rock  and  
hum an  tissues. E ng ineers of the  
division have exam ined 4,808 plans 
fo r ven tila ting  system s, involving 
23,446 m achines an d  39,317 w orkers.

A n in d u s tria l code to  p ro tec t 
w orkers engaged in  rock  drilling  
a lready  is in  effect, w hile those for 
foundries, stone-cu tting  an d  stone­
crush ing  a re  p repared  and  will be 
announced soon. A w idespread  edu­
cational cam paign also h as been 
ca rried  on am ong em ployers, w ork­
ers, physicians and  in d u stria l engi­
neers.

The ro ck  d rilling  code h as “ stood 
u p ”  un d er a  “ searing  te s t” in  the 
d riv ing  of th e  85-mile D elaw are 
aqueduct th ro u g h  the  heav iest sil­
ica-bearing rock  th e re  is. Six thou ­
sand w orkers th e re  h ad  to  be p ro ­
tected  n o t only ag a in s t silicosis and  
fa lling  rock  b u t ag a in s t fog  and  
poisonous gases.

The b iggest job of in d u stria l 
hygiene te s tin g  ever u n d ertak en  in 
the  U nited S ta tes  w as done by  th e  
L abor D epartm en t on th e  D elaw are 
w a te r tunnel, th e  re p o r t declared.

A continuous s tream  of w ate r 
lays silica d u st a s  th e  d rilling  p ro ­
ceeds. v en tila ting  fans suck  o u t the  
dust-laden air, o ther fan s expel 
poisonous gases a fte r  a  dynam it­
ing, an d  w a te r s tream s over thé  
b lasted  rock. W orkers a re  kep t ou t 
of th e  dynam ited  head ing  fo r fif­
teen  m inutes to th ree  hours.

P ro p e r m easures can  “ unques­
tionab ly  p reven t silicosis,”  th e  re­
p o rt asserted , add ing  th a t  w hether 
funds and  personnel should be con­
tinued  for th e  w ork  “becom es a  
question  of public policy.” 

T housands of w orkers in foundries 
and  o ther p lan ts  exposed to  g ra in  
dust, wood dust, asbestos, b rick , 
fe ldspar, fu r , wool, pum ice, rock  
wool, sla te , clay, w h iting , hem atite , 
sa lt, g a rn e t and  em ery  have  been 
X -rayed.

In  addition , 1,452 w orkers ex­
posed to  d u st con ta in ing  m ercury , 
aniline and  wood dyes, m o th  repel­
lents, scouring  pow der, g ra in , fer­
tilizers and  p lastics have been ex­
am ined and  m ore th a n  3,000 special 
te s ts  m ade. P ro p er v en tila tion  h a s  
pro tected  23,000 w orkers since Ju ly  
1, 1936.
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