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Study Ties Cancer,to Industrial Hazards

From 21 to 38 percent of all
cancer cases in
States may be traced to toxic
agents and industrial poisons
that workers are exposed to on
the job a new and expensive
government study concludes.

The grim findings were in-
cluded in a report disclosed by
Sec. Joseph A. Califano of the
Department of Health, Educa-
tion & Welfare at the AFL-CIO’s
National Conference on Occu-
pational Safety and Health.

Quoting from the report, Cali-
fano said that at least 20 percent
of cancer incidence may be
work-related, but he stressed

the United’

percent in order to be conserva-
tive.”

The study refutes previous
estimates often cited by industry
groups in opposing stronger ex-
posure standards that only 1.to 5
percent of all cancer could be
attributed to occupational fac-
tors. The government epidemiol-
ogists concluded that these esti-
mates “had not been scientifical-
ly documented.”

. The report points out that most

‘Most cancers resulting
from ... carcinogens will
occur late in life.’

‘At least 20 percent of
cancer incidence may be
work-related.’

that even that estimate is prob-
ably too low.

A draft summary of the study
by HEW’s National Cancer Insti-
tute and the National Institute of
Environmental Health Sciences
exploring the link between can-
cer and exposure to occupation-
al carcinogens states:

“The total excess incidence
would be from 21 to 38 percent.
We choose to use the figure 20
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cancers resulting from exposure -

to carcinogens will occur late
in life and that many studies
detect only a smali fraction of
early-developing cancers.

While noting that there may be
no-single cause of cancer, the
study found that asbestos will
lead to the deaths of many
workers. ’

“Past exposure to asbestos is
expected to result in over 2 mil-
lion premature cancer deaths in
the next three decades,” the re-

" port said, adding that it would

account for about 17 percent of
cancers detected annually dur-
ing those years.

The researchers pointed out
that 6.5 million to 8.5 million
workers had been exposed to
significant levels of asbestos
dust since the 1940s and that
many of the 4 million who
encountered heavy exposures
would die of lung cancer, meso-
thelioma or gastrointestinal can-
cers.

“The total fraction of heavily
exXposed workers likely to die of
these cancers is probably be-
tween 35-44 percent,” the report
said. ’

The report also cited the high
risk ratios for various .cancers

count in our calculations Wi

linked to worker exposure
arsenic, benzene, coke oven g
products, chromium, iron oxig
nickel and petroleum distilla
Although exposure has bg
reduced for some industrial ¢
cinogens in recent years, }
report pointed out that there 3
still many unregulated canc;
causing substances in Ameries
workplaces.
In commenting on the find
of the new government st
Califano stressed the need
focus health and safety effo;
on prevention. He noted the
eral government will spend §
billion on health care this ¥
but less than $2 billion on
vention of diseases.

Califano said that an efiec
prevention program in the w'or(
place makes both medical 4
economic sense. He painted
that millions of workdays are
to occupational injuries and
ease, adding that $11 billion
paid in workers’ compensat
claims in 1976 alone. i

‘Past exposure to asbe
tos is expected to r
in over 2 million pre
‘ ture deaths in the ne
three decades.’

against occupational health A
safety measures focus on cos!
he said. “It is myopic to ar
that programs to protect wo
are inflationary if we do

those programs buy: sal€
health and often greater p
ductivity.” ’

programs to protect wo! :
ers are inflationary.’
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