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The growing

Axbestos is a wondrous mineral ˆ…ber
with the strength of steel the durability
of marble and insulating qualities with-
out equal But sabusos also seri-a seri-
ous and widespread health hazard

Health officials predict that within the

nex 50 years 400,000 people mostly
former workers will die of cancer be-

cause of their exposure to asbestos Now

the federal government has taken the

first step toward a ban on the substanes
and manufacturers and users alike are

scrambling to find substitutes

Despite extensive evidence of the ad-

verse health effects of asbestos especial-
ly among shipyard workers the federal

government until recently had taken

steps only to minimise occupational ax-

posures page 94H But the Environ-

mental Protection Agency citingits au-
thority ander the Toxic Substatices Con-

regulation

trel Art announced in October Its inten-

tion to study and regulate all aspects of

asbestos mining and milling to

the manufacture and sale of consumer

products While the EPA’s plans still are

in a preliminary stage officials
predict

that the term regulation will in-

clude a quota on importa and hand on all

nonessential uses

Plansfor a ban CPA officials also have

made it clear that they are handed

towarˆ‡a total ban on the material Our

ultimate goal is to displace asbestos to

displace it gradually but to do it saya

John P. Dekany the EPA’s deputy ausis

This administrator
for chemical control

This

is a signal to industry to make

range plans to phase out asbestos
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1 Ltd. The U.S. parent is working
closely for now with the EPA but

company officials warn that it

the agency’s actions are unrea
sonable they may test the Toxic

Substances Control Act in court

Many U.S. companies that

manufacture products containing
asbestos are worried too The

single largest use of sabestos is

in asbestos cement pipe The as-

bestes serves as a rainforcing
agent resulting in pipes that are

highly resistant to deterioration

when used in sewers and water

distribution systems Roofing

sheathing materials and vinyl
floor tiles after contain asbenzos

because in addition to its rein-

forcement qualities It is fire-

resistant The substanca’s hea

resistance also makes : imper-
tant to auto and truck manufac

opinion there is no substitute

for asbestos in heavy truck

brakes argues Edward J. Sydor

general manager of Kelsey-
Hayes Co.’s National Friction

EPA intends to target brake

with asbestos paper prod-
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major
way We will NACA estimates that about 10 of

are working
up with a materialto

additional strength We

bit
very hard to come

Charles
effors underbit of asbestossaysthis lust

industrial andcommercialflat roofs con-
tainasbestosBut the trade

market asbestosbe inengl
brakeBendix Corp.’s Friction Ma-

brakes there
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Brunhofer directorof
group notes
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]

claima Leonard C. Buckland director of that such use of asbestosis Indeclining
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