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The growing

Adteatos i a wondtous mineral Sber
wizr. the atrengzh of steal, the durability
o marble, and insulating qualities with-
ou? equal. But aabumios else poses a seri-
ous xnd widespresd health haxasd.
Health officials predict chat within the
nexs 50 years, 400,000 people. mostly
former workers. will die of canoar be-
cause of theie exposure 1o asdestod. Now
the federal governmant has taken the
fir3. glep tonard 1 ban on the subgtance,
and manufacturers and usery aitks are
scrambling w find substizotee.

Deapite extensive evidence of the sd.
varse haalth effects of asbegtos, especiale
Iy among shipyard workers, the fedaral
government until racently had takeo
steps only to minimise occupational ax.
posures {page 9¢H). But the Eaviron.
maental Protection Agency. citing les au-
thotity under the Toxiz Substances Cons

feguialon.

trol Act. annaunced th Ocsober its inane
tivn 16 study and ragulaze all sapasts of
asdeswi— from miaing and milling 2
the manulacture and sale of coneumer
producss. While the £#4's plans still are
in a preliminary stage, oficiala i
that tie nesr-term regulstion will in.
clude 3 quota on Imporia and hang on all
“nancasential” uses.
Plans tor ¢ Ban, £P4 officials siso haw
tmade i clear that they sre hesded
toward a ol ban on the matevial. “QOur
uitimase goal is w0 displace asbestos. @
dispises it gradually, but v do It saya
John P Dekany, the £ra’s deputy asais-
#\;Jdmininuwr for chemieal qontral.
is iz & signal w0 induatry w0 make
long-range plans o phase out ssbeston
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§ Lw The v, parent is working
closaly for now with the gea, but
company officials warn the: ¥
the agency's acticas are unret-
saongbie, thay may sast the Togic
Substances Coatrel Act in eourt.
Many U.S. compaunies that
manufscture produsts sontaining
ashestos are worried, too. The
single largest uee of aabemtos is
in asbestos coment pipe. The 2s-
beatas serves s & muinforcing
agent, regulting In pipes that are
highly resistant w dewrioration
when used in gewery and water
disteibution systems. Roofing,
sheatbing materials, and viny!
floor tiles aften contain asbestos
becautse, in additica to s eein.
foroamuant qualities. it ia fire-
registant. The substanca's hest
rasistance slso makes |3 imper-
Tant £o 3utd and truck manufac-
* tuprers for bruke linings. “In my
opinion. there it no substiuee™
for asbesws in heavy-dury truck
brakes. wryues Edward J. Sydor,
genaral mesuger of Kelasy-
Hayes Co.'s Nazional Friction
A {ntands to targer brake
with sabeytos paper prod-
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