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A Matiter of L

signs on grindiny machencs waming
operatees to wrar pwutective fuachs; big
signs on plmt walh canuonnet “Dont
Cambie \Wnh Sufely.” And somebow,
the <o Hewnsrhirs convey the dcaszos-
myE e T M Gt Al e JSanmeEn
mcdustry i« xfe omd probmbly pelting
safer. ‘tive Natwnal Sately Louncil 1 if
Bane 713 2haS MiniTiomne new ®vor M0 Wik
than in their s ait n taah, Lse
upns wight well read “Wanunz: Work.
g My Be Hasardous o Your Heubll”
Materwls and T we b

L£a ~nmd Maat

e L - R

ducer, Nader sayy, once warned g
y doctor that he woulkd be looking
anuthﬁ b if he published a repoxt
W PDunill.

AN gv!".. an AFLLIO «afety commit-
tan actimated e witch, e vl Sa-
Wtis Lot oniy hali Ahe sy e fris

et =2, t2 § milleen Jicuhiling

i

rewsuch firm wosking lor the 1
prrment ostimates that no fewer than

nane womplex and danperous;  salety
saanls to take sccond place to spxad of
producion; a kethal blend of carcim ness
aud cutephaes sy fesndl e 2 omithan iy

s and 11,000 deathis every year

indusirial accidents. Or, as former
Secrctary of Lalax George Shth? stoeldy

R: “Duming the pasi {our yuafs iand
Amenicans Lve been kiid wistas liay
work tlan in Viemam.”

Alnast sarely, Sholtz wnderstates tho
ease. The govcrmnent’s ouwn siatisties
show that the rale of umiustral acci-
dewts soared by 23 per cont botween
193> aeml 19G7, the latest vear for which
Eovrme howve hren compuicd But sancc
auly sivleen states satc with the
F goemment in heehing recurds,
the Lalue Department’s  fires  aro
bae~l on mwrtemnares Aled oul iy
smptomr themodine Amd i ull Us
buuncsmen, complun such nixs as
prcssdont LAY, Abcl of the United Stecl.
workers wmion, make boncst reports “If
a fcllow becaks his ler” Abel clurees,
“the comprany witl baug bint to work in =
txxi, give him a soft pb, reath pet ket
him at aroad, and not report the aco-
dont.” Cuausininer advaeate Halph Nader,
who is A'anin: a bool on indusinal

23 niilhon workers are nijured every yoar
—tvadve tunxs the ofidied fgusc—and
S0, (V0w e Joubled by ocougpe-
tiv:s o clinascs.

Cond Earth: Acevlent rates are high-
est lor pohs wmvelved with wesetiie o
sawrees from the varth. Mg, quarry-
ing, lopoing wnd o-wedl dnllnz all exact
2 heavy ol Wharmer shie mdustry, the
Bt LITmisc emale Vler 5y the motor
welicle, from the farm tractor to the
fork it truck an the factory. DBut the

reated mumber of job accidents result
pone [alls and £Llag objecte, sueh a¢ the
Yrage, 430-Lotlmt pipe at US. Stcel
Curmp.'s Gary wurks that clogged up with
Mg and casherl Lt wwnter, kitbag
Lhree nwn ami uijuiugg Geve

Apart from outright accidents, no one
hawi far mwe hoeer mane werlers have
bucn struck doam by sikent billars in tse
furm of ominne Ceeaall Lerniouns
BuoiCs 35 o 25001203 Cits jasiin e :
haie baeverme coimanplace ingredients
o the manulactunng rocess. Rocuuse of
Ue hugh custc of instaling safity equip-
ment, saall cosupanics wih old plants
Cucw a dirproportionate <kare nf thr dic.
alulithx o Mwldepon, NMch., for eam-
pb the Lakey Foundry Co. has only
1.000 cruyployues, but more than 330 auts
d.nunding  compensatxa  for  injurns
have bLeen Shd against the cnnpany.
The probicm: a tluck campet of sihea dast
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irows the send used in the castior process.
Inhaled over a Joug prriod of time, the
ke parudes came livree 8 premlorsan
1hat rrenciorme e emppkes rackod
by pvereie e of sughing,

The foundn-'s mir wwe terted m OIS
and found to ‘contain ten times the re-
omoxnded safe level of dust. Twenty
Lun kter the limits lnd been ut in

¥ but the air was abaut av dirty as
F Cuy F. Carudin

BB

ever. Laley presil.,

metresze 4y p -

e law .
oo ,'—u,\ 8. :ﬂ;:..'-ua‘-g) loas - R i
oore indimnant —explanation. Reeases the
Eusimem liubdov of o Nachissn fouiudn
in the cice of siliconn ix onh $12.5:),
plus medical and funcral oxpenses, Mo

says, it has Inen an NCEPeRSive
fo dixabl: ur kili a man . . . that it has not
been wrrthuduic 1o ck.:; up.”

1S B just omwe marmy erippling
and ‘h'"," i - A Tt oo
to madustry, lu e wsukstiug irade, esty
mates Dr. Inving ). Scllc’ of New York's
Mount Simai Schaol of Medicine, 8 per
cont of 2l the. \-;—.zlm will dic fne wa-

boiezsiz ean o Gl estmniny, wsny "-E

ch= ?f.-:slv;;:;. The discase was idouti-

Venal? And thee indifference to health
5 wadespreid adore than 160.G0my of
U matson’s ) rmihon textile-mill work.
ers have onlﬂn‘ e lv;-«mmn, or brown.
hmg discase, ficen in iy cotion Gust,
sccording 0 estunates mude by New
Jersey's Sen. Marmson \Willms, Vel an
OO 1w tie Ansrnun Toeanic Reportcr,
a widely read trade pubbcation, dis
misses t discase as “a thung thought
op by veual ducton who attesmkcd lag
r-‘: ILO meetiong in Africa, where in-
CTIOf 1300 arc Wunnd 10 be afliicted by
mew discases mnare supenor poupic dee

featod ago.”

Nowm:hs the disregard for safety
becn mare agrant thaa m the mmnmg
Angnet 17, 1970
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of caul, which bas been the most dun-
ferows occupation io the US. for year.
In fact, cval smisees hoee clamed the
apguring wil of 50K bves nnce the
Burcau of Mines began kecprmg revorde
in 1210, Lui eveu s, Congiess dd na
fet around to enactng the kst munee
safety law unul 1913,

3 It was mt until 1968 amd the
eapianm of Conwixdation teals mmne
at barmsnma, WL b ee =
Hiat Consr oy T
more  comswrhengive Mme-Sofctv Acd,
Witn the added chsclosure that  thow.
szuds o mEneTs Kol e mos e ey
£aves by preumacoisnase, ar black-lunz

iscase, (e now st st Uic Brd bopuats on
the kel cf coal dust peiuitied in vasder-
wound chymbers. But cfficc tive enfo: co.
ment of the 190% standusds Jus Juwsy
holbled by the fadure of the Niton Ad-
minidration 10 appoint 3 new Dircctar
of Miks Lo replams: Bemocrat John F.
O'Leary. Although appropriations for the
Burcau of AMires wore quadrupicd Lst
year 29 $13 anithan 10 hite wnne e in.
apuvians, Nader charged dast week that
HH AZENCY° WIS actually conductmg only
uncewiueenth at mary inspoctuons as
it gl"li last )wﬁy d .
gencrally enimpresdve ustria
-lﬂymwd‘nlhcu.s.hulgmd
many cauvses, none of thoin refectmg
much credit on thnes gevpeasible, Urion
1a0 ohien are wilhwe in barier
safety for a wage hile. Esaplovirs tend
to try to coax a btk nosc bic from
wom-out and ummaic machinery. State
safr v standards are tan nften Aniiqrated
el inniiactne 20d tlown are's ——cl.
Wupectors to enforce (he oues on the
bool.«. indeed, four states have no safety
muapeetors at all, and the Burcau of Labor
Staustacs estumates that of the 1,524 gate
apoctons i the enlire comtry, only 577
are avalabh for gencrul safety isespees
Gon—a tlurd of the pumicr of fsh auxl
fame warnlens in the US.
While the record is certainly better
than » wae 50 years ago, 1t is clearly not
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The Most Dangerous Jobs

» woent yeary, US IRty e poby
have actoaity growm mere danperous
Lames L on we of
It pCr aihon hewrs worked w e
gt 134k mdonisies, corapded by we
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oo emenigh, Nor is it up to the standard
o Bauiy Cwopcan comuitriex, wlcre b
3270 3 2 Matker of natica.] ool . A
Brtish fuclory worler 3¢ ouly onc-third
as hlch to be disabled as his US. coun-
terpart. Caly onc out of crvery 12 (W)
Suedilh wewlrve ie | L B SN W S,
thaw Jalf the US. mate—nd the Swedich
t rate hat not pone up since 1933
Net Gainc By careful plamning, a few
US. munpanics have st enmazble ree
ords. Throush 8 total -pzaeh to <afen,
chenueal ory opcvated
for 45 m.llan Fosdemlrmery wiidaout amzie
dreabbnz pinre A Hes RO Camenis i doms
Brm «ent 590,00 stnnging a safcly net
around the haw of » 50-story efiice
buildine and (ovad the invrument raid
off in faster praducuon.
LI - . .

vohed  Reutinely, deadly e
is slupped about the mtnl?:nml g
ing o phyvvt Fuoes of the comanon

fertihzer, ann\ drous MM are oo
thal, as shoun by the desth of cght
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BUSINESS AND FINANCE

resiients of Crete, Ncb., wlaem two tank
cars amwmnpg Y stoB were deraiked
there bt year. Becaine sp many of these
hamank invhe tramportation—and be-
crae rathinad acoxdcuts increased by an
alarming 66 per eent between 1963
1968—pressure latehv has focused on m-
proving the stadank of the mation's
enmibling rail metwork. Last week, the
House approved and sent to conference
committee a bill gnng the Depart-
wment of Transportation brood powers to
set pew standurds for the shipment of
erardous

carpoes.

Me Hiding Places But Congress has
yet to come to gnps with a stringeut,
effiective nutomal mdustrial safety act
The tune may be at hand: st lomg last,

3 th hes are bemomewy o
clarww for protection. Says an official
of the Umited Aute \Vorkers: “The men
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Eleevroler's Delorcan and the Vega 2300; A Beet

have ahandoned the fallmg-object syn-
Awrena that iked to assume 3 guy could
protect honsel. Now tlry sec thare are
a Jot of envrronmental siluations that
ean't be hindled bv sicty gogsies and
hard-toe chnee Arul they arc up  aams”
Teliig Mo g b Newee Al
ministration hae sent up a Inll that woukd
delegatc the power to cstalilish and en-
force new safetv repnlations to a fe-
man Presidoutiul paicl. But Congress i
diviled trtmreen this merture and a
House bill that would give the Secrotary
of Labor the duect anthiiity to order
panses to el fe job prac-
tires. Or . vized hbor and the vocal re-
formscrs, wnlxling Nader, support the
Ilouwse verson, while the Chowher of
Commcrre amd tie Natwsial Assanmiani
O AlattnwdiuiCes DISL UIE AGERIIINva-
tion. Bevawse of thus inpasse, the pros-
pect for pomage of either bill s rated
slsn. Dut any extended seems
sure 0 tmute Prolcst among
who see tic decluy as a plun matter of
hie and death. “ln a2 mation decply con-
cerned with h and

rex,” s3ys Ceurpe Shuhz, :n:h I‘-m:

img b 3 matier for dastress
66

pext month, has
than its pnney
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