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Subject: Senate fails to advance methane CRA

By Ben Lefebvre
05/10/2017 10:33 AM EDT

Republicans may have seen their last chance to easily overturn an Obama-era regulation
disappear this morning after the Senate failed to advance legislation to repeal an Obama-era rule
on methane emissions.

Senators voted 49-51 against a procedural measure to take up the Congressional Review Act
resolution reversing the BLM regulation tightening limits on methane leaking from oil wells and
pipelines. This week is the last chance for Senate Republicans to block late Obama-era
regulations under special CRA rules that block CRA resolutions from being filibustered. Sens.
Susan Collins, John McCain and Lindsey Graham joined all Democrats in voting against the
motion.

Oil companies have fought to repeal the rule, arguing it would raise their cost of doing business.
Democrats and environmentalists have said the rule would increase the amount of methane sold
on federal lands, increasing royalty payments into federal coffers.

To view online:
https://www.politicopro.com/energy/whiteboard/2017/05/senate-advances-methane-cra-087513
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