
Maroh 1 3 , 1938

Dr, A, J, L*m za _
As s is t a n t  Med ica l d ir e c t o r  
?Js t ,,*o p o lit a n  L i fe  In su r sn oe  Co ,
Has Yo r k  w ity 
New York

Dear  Docto r  La n a a i-

I  am a fr a id  t h a t  t h e r e  is
ve r y  l i t t l e  T oan g iv e  you in  the way o f no* in fo r ­
m at ion  as t c  the In flu e n ce  o f le a d  p o is o n in g  on 
m o r t a l i t y , Tlofching t h a t  I  have on the s u b je c t  is  
n o r th  a n yth in g in a s t a t i s t i c a l  se n se  s in ce  I  h-«ve 
on ly my oan e xp e r ie n ce s  in the m a t t e r  o f c l i n i c a l  
ca s e s  to go on , '-;nd t h e s e , I  b e l ie v e , would be o f 
ve r y  l i t t l e  a s s is t a n ce  to  you . In  the cou r se  o f 
the p a s t  s e v e r a l ye a r s  I  have seen  s e v e r a l f a t a l  
oases o f le a d  p o is o n in g in  ch ild r e n  &3 th e  r s s u l t  
o f in g e s t in g  le a d  from t o y s , p la y  p e n s , and in  one 
in s t a n ce  con tam in a ted  fo o d , I  have  a ls o  seen  s e v e r al 
ca se s  o f f a t a l  e n ce p h a lop a th y in  co n n e ct io n  w it h  the 
m an u factu r e  o f w h ite  le a n , I  have a ls o  had d lr e o t  
know ledge o f slot or  seven  deaths from  a cu te  o r ga n ic  
le a d  p o is o n in g In  co n n e ct io n  w ith  the c le a n in g  o f 
s t o r a ge  tan ks  h e a v i ly  con tam in a ted  Tilth  t e t r a e t h y l 
le a d  o r  I t s  d ecom p os it ion  p r o d u ct s , I  can n o t  con­
ce iv e  o f t h e se  as h a v in g much s ig n i f ic a n c e  In  r e la tio n  
to th e  ge n e r a l q u e s t io n  o f m o r t a l i t y . My exp e~ ien ce 
le a d s  me to  b e lie v e  t h a t  fa t a l  le a d  p o is o n in g is  q uit e  
uncoaaon  and a s id e  fr o a  the In s t a n ce s  w hich I  h a r e  men­
t io n e d , I  b e lie v e  t h a t  fa t a l  oa ses  occu r  r a r e ly ; e xce p t  
In  co n n e ct io n  w ith  sh ip  b r e a k in g o r  c u t t in g  o p e r a t io n s  
in  w h ich  an o xya o e t e ls n e  b low to r ch  la  used on a  h e av i ly  
p a in t e d  s u r fa ce  un d er  co n d it io n s  in  w h ich  v e n t i la t io n  
Is  la c k in g , o r  ve r y  In a d e q u a t e ,

The on ly man I  know who h as 
s y s t e m a t ic a l ly  c o l le c t e d  data  on t h is  s u b je c t  Is  one 
o f my e o lle a gu e e  on the Com m it tee on Lead P o is o n in g 
In  th e  Se c t io n  o f In d u s t r ia l  Hygien e  o f the Am er ican  
P u b lic  He a lt h  As s o c ia t io n , I  have no d ou b t  you a r e  
fa m l l ls r  w ith  some o f Dr , Hoffm an*« p u b lic a t io n s  and 
I  b e l ie v e  he has th e  d a t e  on t h is  q u e s t io n  In  b e t t er  
sh ap e than  a lm os t  anyone e ls e  in  so fa r  as a v a i la b le  
s t e t l s t l e e  a r e  co n ce r n e d , I  p e r s o n a lly  doub t  t h e
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a ccu r a cy  o f th a  s t a t i s t i c «  and In  any case ray Im p r ess ion  
is  t h a t  th ey show l i t t l e  e v id e n ce  o f a s ig n i f ic a n c e o f 
le a d  p o iso n in g in  m o r t a li t y  t a b le s *

I f  I  oan b e  o f any a s s is t a n ce
to  you in  g e t t in g  'Dr . Hoffm an*« r e p o r t s , do n ot  h es i t a t e  
to l e t  rna *movr.

Sin ce r e ly  yo u r s .

RAKi l s KoSerE"' f.
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