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Marsh 18, 1938

Dr, A, J, Lanza _

Asglstant 'edical Llirecior
}atmopolitan Life Insursnoce Co.
Nax York Jity

New York

Dear Doctor lanzaie

I am afrald that therc is
very 1ittle T ocan zlve 7ou 'n the way of non infore
mation aaz tc the 1:fluence of 1sad poliioning on
rmortality, MNothing that I hzve on the subject 1s
worth anything in a statlatlcal sense since I h:ve
only my own sxporiences ln the matter ol cllulcal
cases %o 20 on, und thase, I ballave, aould ve of
very 1little asalstsnce to you, 1In the course of
the past several years T have sgen several fatal
cases of lead polscnliug lu ohliliren a3z the rosumlt
of ingesting lead from toyas, play pens, and in <ne
instance contam!nated food, I have also seen several
cases of fatal anoophnlopathz in eonnection with the
manufascture of ahite lead, have also had direct
knowledge of six or seven deaths from acute organie
1sad poisoning {n connection with the clesning of
storare tanks heavily contaminated wlth tetrasthyl
leadl or its dscomoosition prouoctas, I can not cche
ceive of these as ‘having much signifl:cance in relaticn
to the general gusstlon of mortallty, My expe-ience
leads me to belleve that fatal lead polsoning 1s quite
uncormon and aside from the irstances which I have mene
tioned, I belleve that fatal cases occur rarely: except
in comnestion with ship breaking or cutting operations
in which an oxyacetelene bdlowtorsh i{s used on a heavily
painted surface under conditiona In which vent!lation
is lacking, or very inadegugte,

The only man I know who has
systematically coliected data on this sudbjest 12 one
of my colleagues on the Committee on Lead Polsoning
in the Section of Industrial dyglene of the American
Pudlic Health Association, I have no doubt you are
familisr with some of Dr, Hoffmants pudblications and
I believe he has the data on this gquestion in better
shape than slmost anyone else in 30 far as avallabdle
statistics are conecerned, I persona’ly doudbt the
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acocuracy of the astatistiecs and in any case my !mpression
is that they show 1little evidence of a significance of
lead poisoning in mortality tables.

If I cen be of any asslstance
ta vyou in gatting Tr, Folfman's reports, 40 not hesitate
to 1et me lmuw,

Sincerely yours,

RAK:1s Kobert 1. ReLoe, W.D.
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