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An American Standard Implies a consensus of those substantially concerned with its 
•cope end provisions. The consensus principle eiletts to the initiation of work under the 
fncedure of the Amociatioa, to the mrthod of work to be followed, and to the final approval 
d the standard.

An American Standard ia intended aa a guide to aid the manufacturer, the eooaunaer, 
and the general public. The existence of aa American Standard doea not in any reaped pre- 
*de any party who has approved of the daadard from manufacturing, selling, or . using 
fswdudi, processes or procedures net conforming to the atandard.

An American Standard defines a product, process, or procedure with reference to one 
ae more of the following: nomenclature, composition, construction, dimensions, tolerances, 
safety, operating characteristics, performance, quality, rating, certification, testing, and the 
novice for which designed.

American Standard! ere mb/eet to periodic review. They are reaffirmed or revised to 
meet changing economic condition! and technological progrtit. l/terc of American Stondordt 
me cautioned to secure the latett editions.

Producers of goods made in conformity with an American Standard are encouraged to 
date ob their on responsibility in advertising, promotion material, or on tags or labels, 
dht the goods are produced in conformity with particular American Standards. The inclusion 
aa such advertising and promotion media, or on tags or labels, of information concerning 
fee characteristics covered by the standard to define ita scope is also encouraged.
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Foreword
(TV* r«r«*«id itMit part #f Aaariui SuatfiH Safitf Code for Head, Eft, tod lletpirttory I'rvicciiM, Ztl tfM.)

The first edition •! thb code «n completed in the fell of 1920 end ieeued early la 1921. Il 
wtt prepared with the cooperation of an advisory committee of 19 men who had been eel acted 
becauK of their lateral in and knowledge of the aobject and aa being typical repreeentatirea 
of the intereaU moat doecly concerned. The code waa developed from a eet of eafety atandarde 
originally prepared in cooperation between the War and Navy Department! and the National Burean 
of Standards

The aecond edition waa betted in 1922, after tcvbion by a eectiona! committee organised under 
the procedure! of the American Standards Association, and waa published aa National Bureau of 
Standards Handbook H2.

The acope of the 22 project waa enlarged to include respiratory protection because of the many 
processes where simultaneous protection of hugs and eye* waa needed, and a revision was pub­
lished in 1938 as National Bureau of Standard* Handbook H24.

In 1948 the sectional committee was reconvened and started work on a revision. A subcom­
mittee on eye protection was organised seder the direct supervision of the Netionel Bureau of Stand­
ards; a subcommittee on respiratory protection was organised under the supervision of the US Bureau 
of Mines; and a subcomittee on head protection waa organised under supervision of the Department of 
the Navy. All pans of the standard hid to be reviewed end brought up to date in order to include new 
materials and devices which bed keen developed since 1938, particularly the use of plastics for eye 
protection.

Suggestions for improvement gained in the urn of this eundtrd will be welcomed. They should 
be sent to the American Standards Association, Incorporated, 70 East Forty-fifth Street, New York 
17. N. Y.

The committee that developed this standard b ss follows:

Da Lzomaxd Omsk tunc, Chairman 

OrfiMisiiae Rtftnmtd

R. L Lure, Secretary 

Horn* aad Bauaett AfJimi*a

Anerkta Certmic Seamy....................................................... Jon* Parr. Rey-O-Vsc Ceapeey
J. East Dune**, Pittsburgh Plait Claw Cmayany (Alt) 

Americas Ceafartaca at Cettmasaial fadearial Hrs«a*»-..poaurr M. Stowe, gt Laris Health Ditiaia*
Amcncta r**8drymaa‘* Sacialy...............................................J. W, Yovrc, laivmalieaal Harvester Ceasaay
Americas Caa A maritime.........................................................Eowaao C Batman*. Public Service Electric aad Cat

Cempaiy
Americas ledatttUI Hygiene Aassdstim.............. ................H. It Scaatnu, ledeauial Hygle** Faaadadta

Amcricaa Satiety el Marbeelrel tegliias. 

Americas Sackty ef SeJaty Ceglaaaa.........

Aaericaa Weldlag Seckty...............................
AtteciaiaJ Cceara] Ceatrscwn at AaatWa...
Aiteciuiee e< Aacricaa laliwtt...................
Aweciaiiaa af Casaaliy aad Setvty Campaaie*.

Bauch aad Leah Optical Caapaay

CtecraJ Scrricta Adalaiairatiea...,
Grtaltt CetttrV laicreetleoal Asurtitiee ef Aactiee 
Indeuritl Mcdicel Aaaecialiea

W. E. McCoeeieu, The A F. Ceedrkb Caapaay (AU) 
Tateeoes F. Haven, Uattenhy el Pliisbergk 
Tnoaaa A. Watsu, J*. Aaartcaa Optical Ceapeay 
Cassias W. Wynan, Water* Electric Ceapeay, lac 
W. T. Scaocrs, AlliaChalaai Manriactariaa 
Caapaay (Alt)

Fassouat C Saaks, Ah Radietle* Caapaay, la* 
Aarau* L Scnans 
M. A CLavron, Seat hen Railway Syaaa 
Wuaub H. Pimci, Eapkyen liability Aamtaati 

U4
V. O. Bone, Th* Eapleyets Creep (AU)
Coaaon Tarsus 
L A Lota (AU)
Ion* F. Easy 
Eeviso hUasa
Cass Dtsnsnu Uelen Carbide Cerpentie* ,
L Houses Warrnty, Amcricai Tclepheae and 
Telegraph Ceapeay (Alt)
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Orpeaiaaatea Arptearattl Aerae aid IttilMii AfAiaiiaa
MioU Still Egaiputat AaeeeieUea....................................Daaatu. E. Aieur, Miaa Selety Arpliixn Caapnj

F. R. Dana, Ja, Daria EaerptMy Eewpaxal Cefepany, 
lac

CN. CatuaeaT, Aaaericaa Optical Ciafm 
S. C llaauiat. Ray-O-Vac Geatpeay 
A. F. Faaaun. Ueiid Sum Salcir Serriee Cmopeay 
V. P. Caianc, leleeiria] Salctj CfiipaiM Anaciaiiaa 
(Ab)

lairraatieaal Anadadea d ram—ialil Mar ftirlala.......Meant Kunua, New Yeti Suit DcpenaMai el Laber
Cjuk IL llaaata. New Jencr Putnacw el Label nl 
ladeetry (*>•)

let tret lieatl Aaeedetiee el Marhleleu.................................. V.C. Fuaa
ViuJaa Oawcaea (All) . _ .

Iiuiaadeael Bretbebeel el BeBemebwx baa Skip-
baDdcn, aal Kaizen el Aatrica...........................

Maiepelltaa Lite lannace Cenpaay.......................... .
Natieaal Aatedaika el Metaal Caaaaby Captain..

Naiieaal Berate el SuaMi...................... ................

Naiieaal Decstei Maaelaaeran Auerteiea
Natieaal Feaaby Areeeitllea...........................
Natieaal Salary Can ell......................... ............

Natieaal Setter far tte Prmadee el Watem,

Peaaerlnaia Drparftat el Laber aad lalaeiq, 
Tdcpbeac Craap...................................................

115. beat el Mian. Depanntat el tbe tea trier....

U5. Dcpertam d Laber, Sanaa el Later Staadarda.

US. Drpertracat d tbe Neap............................... .......

VS. Feet Ofce DrpanaMei...........................................
US. Peblie Health Senice............................................
Mcubw-ei-Urpe ..........................................................

,,|eaa V. Rtaaan 
,.J. Vnuaa Futau.
,.t C. Mama. Eeapleycn Mateala d Vacua 

J. C Srcmtirr (All)
..Kurt Steal 
L L lun (Ab)
E. K. Ktua (Ab)

.H. V. Srtacan, Vattiapbtaee Qectric Cerperaiiea 

.C.T. Sanaa*
..Cut L. Dam. Cersiap Claaa Verba 
L V. Hacnsr, Laabcmea'a Metaal Caaaalty 

Ceupeay (Ab)
..Uoaate Gemrauet, Caaaaiaaieaer el Air Pellutiea el 

tbe City el New Yeri 
Jaau L OYn (Ab)

.Taoaet A. Olana
' 'Cau S. Mian, Aaecricaa Triepheac a el Tclepaph
oSSW . Vtaaa. Vcaura Dearie Caupeey. Inc 

(Ab)
•S. 1. Pataca
Ltanaaa B. Btacu (Att)

.Sanaoe V. Hoatta 
Vnuaa C. Catma (Ab)

•H. L Meratwt - 
L V. Vuma (Ab)

.EawaaeB. Unary

.DoaaLt J. Bnaiecaaa

.Saauu. Rtataaw. Obit Sum Uakanin
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American Standard Safety Code for

Head, Eye, and Respiratory Protection

i

1. Purpose and Scope
1.1 ParpoM. The purpose ol ihU Mtdird Is lo 
provide reasonable sad adequate Mens, wops, end 
methods for the proper selection end sole see of 
heed, face, seek, aye, end respiratory protectitro 
equipment.

1J Scope. This standard shsB apply to all oper- 
atioas or processes, exclading those relaiing to (1) 
communicable air-borne diseases, or (2) x-rays, 
gamma rays, and high-energy ptrtieaUte redietions 
tech as alpha, beta, or neutron rays.

2. Exception*
Variations from the requirements of this standard 

may be granted by the administrative agency only 
when fa ie demonstrated to the sitisfeetion of the 
administrative agency that equivalent protection is 
afforded.

S. Definitions
5.1 General Information

3.1.1 Where the word "approved" la used with 
qualification, fa refers to approval by the adminis­
trative agency having jurisdiction over the specific 
requirement

3.1.2 lu this standard, the ate of the word 
“shall" Indicates a mandatary requirement. The 
word "should" Indicates a rocommendstion.

3.2 Specific Definition*. At used in this standard, 
the following words shall have the indicated defini­
tions, and all other wards shall have meaning 
according to their onnunan mage.

Abretlve-BlatUng Rtipiroteri Sac Respirator.
dsreiofi A anapsnilon of fine, solid, or liquid 

particles la air as dost, fume, mist, amoks, or fog.
Alr-Une Retplrmiart Sea Respirator.
Alr-Regulailng Fafsci An adjustable valve be­

tween the air-eupply tine and the breathing tuba of 
an alr-linc respirator or an abrasive-blasting respi­
rator whereby the Sow of air la the facepiece, helmet, 
cr hoed may be regulated.

dir-Supply Darker A hand- or motor-operated 
blower for the hose mask or a source ef respirable

compressed air far the air-line respirator and for 
the abrasive-blasting respirator.

Atr-Supply first! A hose to eoodact respirable 
air from the air-eupply device to that portion of o 
eupplied-air respirator carried an the wearer's person.

Auxiliary Magnifier nr Enlargert A tingle lens 
or a pair cf lenses joined together'in a suitable 
manner to ha inserted into the window in a welding 
helmet or hand shield to magnify or enlarge the 
aree of the point of operation.

Breathing Tubet A flexible tube through which 
air nr oxygen flows to the facepiece of a respirator.

Bridge Sis* i The distance between lenses on the 
nose side of each eye, expressed fat millimeters.

Canltteri A detachable container filled with 
granular materials that remove gtses or. vapors from 
the air that is drawn through the unit; fa may also 
contain mechanical fillers to remove dust, mist, and 
smoke particles.

Cartridge! A small canister.
Cartridge-Type Respirator! See Respirator.
Cnniomfisanlt A harmful material that la foreign 

to the normal atmosphere.
Cater Platei A removable pane el colorless glass, 

p)astic<oaled glees, or plastic that covert the filter - 
plate and protects fa from damage.

Crown Strapfe) t At applied la protective hats 
and caps, h is that part cf the suspension that 
supports the shell in proper petition on the wearer's 
head and acts at a ehoek absorber when the shell 
ft subjected to impact; at applied to helmets and 
fact shields, fa is that part of the suspension that 
supports the device fat proper position In front ef 
the wearer’s fact.

Demand Rnplratort Set Respirator.
Detachable Coupling! A devict by meant of 

which the wearer ef an afr-lbw respirator may 
qulckly detach the eir-tupply line from that part 
of the respirator worn on the person.

Dltlnfeellant The act or process of destroying 
organisms that cause diteaet.

Ditpenold: A colloids! er finely divided substance.
Dusti Finely divided solid particles generated by 

processing (including handling, crushing, grinding, 
er pulverising) materials such as rdek, ore, metal, 
cost, wood, and grain.
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