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Maeting with METI lapan 7/06/2023 10:30-11:45

Participants

Japanese representatives: Manufacturing Industries
Bureau, Ministry of Ecanamy, Trade and Industry lapen;

I - ce. PR & Industrial Palicy, Mission of Jzpan ta the EU

DG GROW:. Kristin Schreiber, Director Chemicals, Food and Reta'i;_

-xplnined that the !apanese Chemical Substances Control Law is jointly managed hy
METI [@hemical Management Palicy Division), Enviranmental ard Health Ministries.
Twa main agenda paints were discussed.

1. Chemical Warking Group of the EU-lapan Industrial Policy Dialogue
xplained that the Chair af the Cnemical Management Pallicy Divisian wil' attend an
QOECD chemical meeting in Paric in Fehruary 2024 and asked GROW whether it wouvld he possihle

ta arganise the 7" meeting of Chemical WG of Ell-l1apan Industrial Palicy Nialngue in Fehruary as
well.

Next steps.:

GROW ta check with the international unit when the next palicy dialogue is plarned and if there is
flexibility on the date.

2. EU proposed restriction on PFAS
Ms Schraiher explained the praress af the PFAS restriction and expressed appreciatian far the
caaperatian with lagan. She nated that it will ba important ta consider uses where alternatives
are nat availahle for critical applications. COM will base its proposal an the ECHA apinions, but can
also deviate fram the recammendatians of the Cammittees if well justified.

resented 2 paper ar. METI views on the EU PFAS restriction prapased hy fve
d orities. This paper was also submitted during the ECHA consultatian.

ighlighted the importarce of 3 ballenced appraach for PFAS. The main message is
that Japaﬁoes not support the chosen group approach far PFAS: PFAS should not he seen as a
single graup, and the differaent rick profiles shauld be assessed separatew. It is nat reasanable te
treat PFAS as a single group as praperties of each PFAS chemical are different. Their suggested
approach is to han higher risk PFAS and implement RMMs far lawer risk PFAS. Fluarapalymers
skould he considered palymers of law cancern.



xplained the process of the restriction, highlighting the PFAS restriction is now
assessed by ECHA Committees, and COM is an observer at this stage.

-Iarified the Japanese action on PFAS: they have implemented the Stockholm
Convention on PFOA and PFOS, but they do not have additional bans on manufacturing of other
PFAS substances. The Japanese Ministry of Environment is monitoring which PFAS are found in
water wells and is working on RMMs, while NGOs in Japan are targeting the use of PFAS in
firefighting foams.

Generally, the Japanese approaci for other risky chemicals is a voluntary approach asking industry
to reduce production and emissions, but if emissions do not decease, then a mandatory approach
is introduced.

_also noted that many products containing PFAS are exported from Japan to the EU,
and the Japanese industry is calling for METI to raise the issue to WTO.

Next steps:
Two possible opportunities to follow-up in person discussions on chemicals:

1. Ms Schreiber mission to Jacan in October 2023 (TBC);
2. Meeting in February 2024.



