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My dea l A irs. T purte llo t: ■ . .. : . . ■  (  ̂ . . ; ■

i a ttach  h e re to  a  r ev ised  l is t  of. r e fe r en ce s  in  com p lian ce with your note o f 
M arch 11. Z should ap p rec ia te  i t  i f  you would b r ing the fo llow ing  com m ents 
on the r e fe r en ce s  to the a tten tion  o f D r s . C ec il and L oeb , s in ce  th ey  a re 
en tit led  to som e doubts a s  to why I did not inc lude cer ta in  r e fe r en ce s  to the 
therapy o f lead  po ison ing w ith edatham il in m y  o r igin a l l i s t .

I b e l ie v e  the a r t ic le  by v C h iso lm  and H a r r iso n  to b e  fa r  the b est d isc u ss io n 
of the c l in ic a l a sp ec ts  of the m a tte r , and so  I include i t  w ithout h es ita t io n .
I would h ave done so , on m y own in it ia t iv e , but for  the fa c t that th is a r t ic le  
le a v e s  ce r ta in  a sp ec ts  o f the m ech a n ism , as w e ll a s som e o f th e fa c ts  (w ith 
p a r t icu la r  re fe ren ce  to the a n a ly t ica l data) in su f fic ien t ly  exp lo red . N um erous 
oth er  a r t ic le s  d ea l w ith  ce r ta in  item s of a n a ly t ical in fo rm ation  a s  though they 
w ere  su ff ic ien t in  th e m se lv e s , and g lo ss  o v e r  the cl in ic a l o b se rv a t io n s, o r 
m ake unw arranted assu m p tion s about th em , fo rg e tt in g,o r  perhaps not ra?U zing, 
that m o st o f the c a se s  o f in d u str ia l lead  po ison ing, of the type that a re  not 
se r io u s ly  d isa b l in g ,c le a r  up sp on tan eou sly  and so m e tim es  w ith aston ish in g 
rap id ity , when exp osu re i s  te rm in a ted . In sh o r t, I ve ry  m uch d isap p rove o f 
the la rg e  portion  of the e a r ly  crop  o f p u b lica tion s (e sse n t ia l ly  u n cr it ica l c a se 
rep o r ts) on th is sub jec t fo r  a  num ber o f both sc ie nt i f ic  and p ra c t ica l r ea so n s , 
and m any o f the m o re  r ecen t ones a r e  l i t t le  b e t te r . The ground is  co v e red , as 
w ell as i t  w ill be un til a  co m p reh en siv e , sy s te m a t ic  p h y sio lo g ic  (m etab o lic ) 
exam ination  o f th is sub jec t has b een  m ad e, b y  the one r e fe r en ce .

C onseq uen tly , I would u se  th is  r e fe r e n c e , and then , p erh ap s, inc lude the 
a r t ic le  by F o rem an  e t a l ,  which I have l is te d  fo r  con s id era t io n , fo r  the rea so n 
that it  poin ts out one of the dan gers a sso c ia te d  w ith th e uncon tro lled  and 
in d isc r im in a te  u se  o f th is agen t. T h is , I th ink, d esp ite  the in frequ en cy  o f 
d if f icu lty , ju s t i f ie s  so m e a tten tion . ,

A  se r io u s  abu se i s  being  p erp etra ted  by ce r ta in  p h ysic ian s in  the u se  o f 
edath am il by  m outh a s  a p rop h y lactic  p roced u re in  su b stitu tion  fo r  app rppr ia te  
m e a su r es  o f in d u str ia l h y g ien e . I have spbken of this e lsew h e re  and, th ere fo re
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have om itted  d isc u ss io n  and re feren ce ,. H ow ever , b eca u se  Belknap has 
reported  ce r ta in  a ttem p ts of th is  typ e, ca ll in g  th em  " e m e rg e n c ie s , " and 
apparen tly  not raco^n irh ip  that h is  ...uts, as pub lished , speak? len d er  to 
m any d octo rs than does h is  lip  se r v ic e  to good in d ustr ia l h yg ien e, 1 have 
been  loathe to inc lude h is  c l in ica l a r t ic le  am ong the r e fe r e n c e s , I reg re t 
the n e c e ss ity  of sn eak ing :o f a  p e rso n a lity , but I cannot ign o re  the s ig n if ica n ce 
of an in flu en ce o f th is type.

U nfortunately, th ere  a re  s c o r e s  o f r e fe r e n c e s  o f a  so r t , and the ch o ice  am ong 
them  is  d if f icu lt  to  make* I th ink, in  th is s itu a tio n  it  is  n e c e ssa r y  to p rov ide
e ith er  a v e r y  e x te n s iv e  l is t  o r  a v e ry  sm a ll  and n on -co n tro v e rs ia l one.

C o rd ia lly  y o u rs,

R obert A . K ehoe, M , U.
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