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o 1 anm nit&ug to you at this time
to acquaint you with the fact that wo have had sevoral
rather unfarcnnate inoidents in connoction with the .
cleaning of tanka used for mixing and storing leaded
gesoline, these incidents having recently culminated
in thres Patal poisonings among a group of seven wWorke
men who clesned a storage tank (which hed also been used
for mixing) without any precautionary measures, The
circumstences comnected with this situation Justify a
very thoroughegoing investigation of this problem end
we are undertaking such an investigation which will
probabdbly teke several months to complete. In the meane
time I am not in position to make recommendations which
80 beyond those whioh we have already made with relation
to this procedure, It 1s quite apparent that the methods
we have used in this eountry to pur our presauntionary
measures into effect have been inadequata, I have a
distinet feeling that there may be inadeguacies also
outslide of this country, and it gives me somo anxiety
to think that incidents of this sort may ocour in
oonnection with the oleaning of storage tanks 4n any
part of the world, It seems quite ce:rtain that we
shiall have t0 seot up some mechanism for taking this
activity under cur own supervision, Ve are in the process
of setting up s mechanism for this purpose in this country.
At present I do not conaider 1t sdvissble to try to extend
such a mechanism beyond our own province and I shall not
make any recommendations on the subject until we have
oomplete Informstion as to the character and magnitude
of the vhole problem, As an illustration of what I mean,
lot me point out that all thes cases of polsoning in this
field have occourred in connection with tanks which have
been used for mixing and which may, therefore, have cone
talned concentrated Fluld in the sludge at the hottom of
the tenk, as well as cryabauina decormposition products
of tetrasthyl lead. -On the basis of the occurrence of cases
we might assume that the danger is confined to tanks that
have bsen used for mixing as distinguished from tanks that
have been used solely for the storage of finished lesded
gasolines I am by no means certaln that this conclusion
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- 18 jJustified and unbil I &u cortalin, I shall not wish to
make any rsocmmendations of widesprend application, On

the other hand I considsr it advisable,; snd I have so
reoommended to Bevan, that we take such steps as are
feasible to remind the distributors of leaded gasoline
abroad of the necessity of taking &t lesat those precauntions
which have proevicusly been recommended by us. I think you
wlll see abt once that this whole pruidem may be a very serious
one, and I should appresinte 1t very mueh, therefore, if you
would discuss the matter with Bevan and that you come to an
agreemeont as to the immediate steps which may be required
in reminding the distributors of lended gasviine ol the
dangers which may be present in this activity.

- From time to bime I shail Peap you
informed oun the pr'o"x'ess of our obszervaticng on this
sub joet here, snd when I am in position %o do su, I chall
make general roowmmmendabions as to what may be done o
nore adequoately elininats this hazerd, '

lcehle haa brought back news Lrom you
but it has been some time since we havo had an epportunity
valk aboutl varicus quostions which have srisen. I should
bc very grateful to you if you would érop mo & line from
time to Gimo, letting mo know of anything of importance
vhich may come to your atisniion.

With kindest personcl regards,

Very truly yocurs,

RiKsia : Hobert A. Kenoe, iLels
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