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In co-ocperation with our colleagues at the Department of Agriculture.and Pisheries

fcr Scotland, we have since 196¢ monitored the distritution of orgarochlorine

res.duss in marine orgenisas, inoluding £i:a and shellfish taken for human consumptions
Froz. this investigation it has deocome evident that polychlorinmted-biphenyls ars
widely distriduted in marine organisnws including fish and sbellfish.

As s remul$ of the discovery of high concenirations of PGB's in dead guillemots in
the north Iziak Sea, Vhe prograzme of monitoring oarried.mut by ihe two departmente
keas deen intensified. The ourrent programie inaludes the examinasion of herring
and sprats (which fom the madm food of these birds) from s nusber of >laces around
the United Kingdom. These investigaticns could be assisted by further knowledge of
uow hese substances reach tha sea, and are takes wp Ly fish.

I undprstand thst a large preportion oI the PCB's commercially used in this cowntry
are mnufactured or compoundsd by Monsanto. X would thexefore be glad of ey

asz. atanoe, whick your company oculd give, oa the possible routes by which these
aubssances may be entering the ses, eitner during sanufsoture or through teir use
% .adustry. Our samplisg programme could be considerably reduced i? you ocould
ani.sate the areas or estuaries of ma o prodaction or use by industry.

¢:1d be giad Jcr ary further .nforz.iioca relating to the movemen: of themateria.s in
niTL AL environsant, wALSh LAY AV a Lealt . on our investications.

Yours faithfully

=

P ¢ Wood
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