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- Our 23rd General Conven-
tion is.going to be the
“kickoff point of a thorough
fact-finding study of the
potential hazards members
of our Brotherhood face on
the job. “We know some-
thing of where the problems
- lie,” General President S.
Frank Raftery has said,
“but not until now have we
been able to assemble the
kind of scientific data we
v need to judge job hazards.
“I consider this a break-
i through day for our Brother-
- ‘ hood—a start on achieving
our longstanding job safety
. goals.” ' o

X Delégates t(i the 23rd- General
Convention in Los Angeles’ opening

in a major new facet ‘of our Broth-

test occupational diseases.

Under terms of a néw research
contract announced jointly by Gean-
eral President S. Frank Raftery
and the National Tnstitute of Occu-
pationa} Safety & Health (NIOSH),
2 mobile unit equipped with diag-
nostic and x-ray equipment will con.-
duct a thorough study of our Broth-
ethood’s members and €xposure to
toxic materials encountered in their
work careers.

‘The NTOSH contract for studying
Job hazards was awarded to the Mt.
Stnai School of Medicine, whose Dr.
Irving J. Selikoff.is the nation’s
foremost expert on environmental

2 THE JOURNAL/AUGUST

MaJorIBPAT Safety -Program -

Sept. 9 will be the first participants .

ethdod’s ongoing safety program to

Kick Off

medicine, It was arranged in coop-
eration with the* American Cancer
Society, . .. . PR

NIOSH is the research arm of the
Occupational Safety & Health Ad-
ministration (OSHA) which was cre-
ated by the- Iandmark 1970 safety
law. While OSHA is a U.S. Depart-
ment of Labor division, NIOSH s
part of the US. Department of
Health, Education & Welfare. -

“In a very real sense, the whole
history of our. Brotherhood is
wrapped up in this project to im-
prove the on-job safety of our mem-
bers,” President Raftery said in ap-
nouncing the program.. “To provide
protection in the workplace is the
reason our Brotherhood was found-
ed 87 years ago—and while that
protection includes wages, jurisdic-
tion and working conditions, noth-
ing can be more important than our
bealth and life jtself.” )

In expressing his determination
to make improved on-job safety a
top IBPAT priaxity for the years to
come, Raftery described the new
program 2as 2 major step in that dj-
rection—*and gne we have been
working on for a long, long time to
make possible.” ) :

When the new mobile unit is in- .
troduced at the convention in Los :

Angeles, it will first be painted by

members of the sign painters local )

there. .

Many. convention delegates have
already received questionnaires on
their health backgrounds to expedite
the work in Los Angeles, since all
delegates wishing to participate will
be processed outside the conven-
tion’s regular working hours of 9:30
am. to 4:30 p.m. '

Even with the mobile van’s ca-
pacity of 20 diagnoses per hour, it

. bility for safety and health

"be possible on the mobile unit ¢

will take some time to process i
of the delegates, :

All information will be ¢
confidential, with the members ¢:
ed receiving several regular me,
benefits in addition 10 . contrib:
to the better understanding of w4
ing conditions faced by our Brothd
hood’s members, it was emphasi;
by John Pecoraro, the IBPAT 3
islative Director who has respo

grams. :
Pecoraro said the tests that

stitute a thorough health screenigy
covering every phase of an in
vidual’s health record. Resuls
these tests will be passed back:
the member, he said, so’ that the
can be kept on record by the regul

will get a report from the tests

Meanwhile, ‘the member will
alerted to any condition which)
should bring to the attenti of B




ostressed

*ihe purposes of evaluating
dr surroundings of members
, particular at-
/ill be paid to those with
¢ more experience in their

because a primary goal
rogram is to detect exposure
.which

TSN

cxogemc substances,

he;’ convention - maugura] &
nwill be dxspatchcd to various
“Councils and Local Unions

hé direction of the General
\7 Board, with the Gcneral

in their areas.

he compxlanon of data
on over.an extended period
ith the original contract
> pro;ect calling for the first
uauon of .the program at the
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Y members of our Brotherhood
a new mobile unit -
ne will be jaunched on its testlng career.

After lt’s palated and prepared b
at the 23rd General Convention,
somewhat like tms -]
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