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7/5/98: Selikoff Opposition 1970 -1973

Matt Swetonic memo to Solon, Hill & Knowiton (6/30/70) shows Selikoff at
conference clearly aware of Swetonic's role with top management at J-M,
surveillance and P.R. He comments on Cape's Dr. Smither preparing his
opposition in advance of the conference, challenging and questioning
Selikoff. Classifies "good Guys" and "bad Guys" (incl. Nicholson) on
Selikoff's staff.

Solon (10 pp.) memo on J-M group's (June 1973) trip to UK following
Selikoff's attack on the UK asbestos standard identifies Stuart Luxon,
Deputy Cheif Inspector of Factories as "the British government official who,
at the request of Sabourin and Swetonic, appeared as an expert witness at
the March 1972 OSHA hearings on the asbestos standard."

Selikoff talks in Toronto were heavily attended by industry, tape recorded
for error analysis, and at a medical presentation QAMA handed out
literature at the door. Jack Solon, who led this damage control effort for J-
M, said: "The man, Selikoff, is an excellent presenter; he is in constant
command of the situation and is convincing. If you'd like to hear how
convincing--I'll gladly let you have a set of tapes to listen to." (5/18/73)

VP Solon was on a first-name basis with Selikoff and lamented unfair CBC
press coverage (3/6/73).
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June 50, 1970

TO: V. Pa Raines

CC: ¥, J. Bolon, Jr.
Carl Thompson —- Hill & Knowlion

RE: POST-GRADUATY SULNTHAR O ABRBSGTCS DISHASK

Dr. Selikoff's Jnun~ 15.18 geminar con a%b@"+ns related disease wos designed
alnoot eavduben el L0 acGuaint physicians and othar Wiekly oo
with Lhe various tynes of asbestos related dinscase —- hou to lJCﬁill" ‘an,
how Lhey are cnused, and whal can be done to control L orly attended
the first two days of classroom sessions, and Lhe fleld *rto to Por;trchLon

ites in the llew York - Jlew Jersey area. I did not allend the final day
ession vhen control aspects were discussed.

v f-n—-r.. ©
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5

Fecause of the highly technical nature of Lhe seminar, o good deal of the
m&teri"] uag over ry head, so rather than attempt & blow by blew deseription
f the proceedinzs, I will merely list a fow observations that may be of

1ntcvc 31 or imrortonce.

le Pr. fnmith, of ¥eirleigh Dichinson, said in his procentation on thn first
duy thol his research with intra~plural injectinn: of hamsters indicates
a dose relationship with mesothelioma. He also sald that, 1ntor-trachehl
injections of chrvysotile produced no reaction until he added bonzo=prrrane
to the mizy »t which point many tumors in the lung developed. Dre Solikoff
commanted with repard to the mesothelions study that animal research is
well ond pgood, but that it would be unwarrented irbkerpolation to equate
huwar resyonse vith Lhe reaction of Do Smith's lunsters. Ur. Lelikoff was
cbriow:ly concerned that mome doctors in the audirnce mirht sl the idea
that mesothelioms in humans wus also deose related, a notien completely
at odds with Dr. Seliloff's ideas on the subjecte

2o Dr. Suzuki, on the bosis of Mis work with hamsters, deseriled three
pessible resnltc from the depositing of asbestos in the lung. They were:

as Lthe fiber could be digested by the cell

be o1t asbiestos hady conld he foimed

ce the Tiber (or Libril) conld kil Lhe hosit cell and be
releasnd to do mor~ damepe

Dro Sewuali sndd Lhnk point e’ explaing why asbenton dicenne nIorresses cven
aftoer exposre stops, It io of dvbterest thai mapry of the filvas or fibrils
deseribed by Suill o5 enveing damape were N sised partielos, Tt is also
interestimg, bub nol surprising, that Suzali weprlecied to wenlion that most
of the fTibur inhnded by ei rmiwal (or a lnunan) Lo pover deposioed in the
Jung, tul is brought up #nd out by the Lody's nechnuisms, T onoticed that Dr,
Selikoff rained no objection vhen Suzulid fraeely Lreensloted big findings with
homsters to hunan beinps, as he d5d with Dre. Swmith,.
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-,

e

-l

e Dre Selilkaif completeldy ropudiated lire Kicomiller's shin eaneer from asbearton,

fle said that he has exomined more Lhen 2,000 crbestos workers ind hes never
sean a case of akin cancer yet that he could cven theoretically asnociate with
asbestos exposure. Perhanps we should inform Candidate Otlinrer of bhis fact.
ho Selikoff =nid that althenrh he has found a strong relationshin with ciparetie
smoking and lung cancer arone his asbestos workers, there does not apprar to
be a similar relalionship with asbestosis..
Se Based on past experience, personal conversations, and listening {o them
speaky, I have arrived at a tentative "good ruy" vs "bad puy" listing for
many of Dr. Selikoff's zssociates at Mount Sinai. T should point out that
by "good guy' I wean a doector or techmician who approaches the problem of
asbestos and health with an open mind, and vho is more concerred with muricine
than thecatricz,

"Good Gu-" "Bad Guy" Don't know Yet
Harry Neoimann Ao Mo Langer Y. Swuki
Re Jo Schnitzer Jacob Churg
Duncan Holada Bill Hicholson

6. During one of Dr, Churg's presentations, someonc in the audience asked whot
1 ;] +

was the dirference between an asbestos body and a fervupginous body. Dr, Selikof!

answered the question in a thoroushly acceptable manner, going so far as Lo

admit, that thare ore othar fibers which can cause bodies in the Lway similar

4. . V.. . L A - aVa Crr e menVamoan = L PO, t. - - el . S md Vn esne Lnamaan Y LV

(1Y Laarvdn, o n, B SR PP P N L R N VRV ey ALACE R USSR EEA VA PL N l’\:r, 1.9, [R TN Y 3 trbdvr alls l‘J L A A YL N wi
term asbestoas body in all cases, becanse using: Lhe term ferruginous hody miaht
leave people with the impression that the body under discussion did not enntain
asbestos, and he would rather have people think that a non-asbestos-containing
body contained ashestos than the other way around,

-

7+ Dro. Selikoff said that, in his oninion, epidemiological. studies arc of
? k 1 )] 65
absolutely no importance whatever unless retired employees are included in
the cohort.

8. At the first day's luncheon, Rene Dubos pave a real Jeremiah-type talk on
the enviromment. As might be expected, he hlamed industry and povernment for
o5t of the preblems facing us, Dorine the quasction and ansunre porind, whinrh
Sclikoff ron, the subject was raised of having someone (fovernment? seientists?)
examine a1l new products for possible health hazavrds before they arc allowed
on the market. The idea was pretty well accepted that any new product should
be comsidered a hazard wntil proven othereine. At Lhis point, SelikofT anked
if "Patt Svetonie of Johns=linnville" was in Fhe audience. © replied in Hhe
affirmative, ind Selikoff said that he would be willing to talk to Lhe J-H
hoard ol directors on this subjeet anytime, T've been trying Lo fipure out
exnclly what he was driving at ever since.

9. I tiadhed vitl: Duncan Holaday for o consziderable while at the seminar. I pathered
[rom bisn cormentsz that he has very 1itble perconal or professional respect for
tharg and lanmond,

106 AL one ol Lhe coffee breaks, Sclikoff asked if 1 folt the precentaticon: had
given & brlenced view of the problems I teold him that I had hoped to hear
more on the tieps that industry and others are teking to reduce the hazard Lo
caploy-cne Me said tint that part of it would be covered on Lhe lnni day.

VT -



11. Attached Qs s eops of the list of reference maberinl fiven to each
participant ai Lhe ceminars You vill notice Lhal 99 par cenl of Lhe mediend
papers dneluded are of the type showing o sorions haward, Any neieal shady
shoving: Lhat Lhe problem is controliable was nol includeds Comviowsly enoush,
Dro Wright's poper dioon the lisl, @l4honsh L aciunl Maper vas net dnelwded
in the bateh of paxrs that I received. Someone in the sudience o itnd nhout
the Knox - Doll « M1l study. Selilolf diomiased 5t qnickly sayine that the
number of long-term employces studicd was nob sulfiecient to frive any relisbile
results. It was obvious that the conservative viewpoint re asbestos-health
was not going Lo pet a decent liearing at the seminor.

12, Dr. Smither of Cape Asbestos Mlayed the part of devil's advocate throughcut
the two days of the seminar that I attended. The questions he rsked and the
points he brought up were not too damuping to Selilkoff's ponition, hut they
did beldn kaep thinee in perspective and kent Selilo’f and the oller sprakers
on their toes, Reitue told me that Smither had told him thot he had actually
planned to do this at the seminar,

15 There is no question in my mind, after talking with a number of Lhe doctors
attending the seminar, that the sessions achicved their purpose, For whitever
reason they attended the seminar, they were nearly all scared to death of
asbestos when they left,

1%, The tour of construction sites was an copecially interesting conclusion to my
participation in the seminar. There were nine of us on the tour -~ llicholson,
Hoval: of the Asbestos Workers Union, a luwver Trom liount Sirai named Lottimer,
vack Forphact of I, Co R odlurres ol Hii i, Dre Lo Ae Pluulee of B,

Dr. C. G. Kramer of Dow Chemical, one person vwhose name I didn't pet, and rn,

Ve visited a school site in Staten Islund wiere we met Ted Brody of the
contractors associction. The conditions there were, frankly, a mess. Brody

said that it was as untypical o site as could have bren selected, !icholson

and MHovils said that it was actually a pretty clean job. Horres wos afraid to
stay very long on the site bocause he said he firmly believed that one fibor

is enoush to k3ill you. He was impossible to talk to. Ile had the worst possibhle
attituwie of anyone I met at the seminar, in fact probably the vorst aititude of
anyone 1've ever net anywhere, lorres told me that he is working on some
ergineering criteria for asbestos pollution control, and that he was schednled
to meet with llerh Levine to discuss spraying. Unfortunately, Dr. Plunmlce wacked
his head on a Lean ab the sehool nite and we lost a lot of +ime findine a
hospitnl on the islond where his wound could bhe attended to. By the time we

left the hozpital it was too late to meet with Levine, as was scheduled. ificholse
told Horres not to worry and suggested that he talk with the liew York Dnvironment.
Protection Adminintration people instead. The KPA, lUicholson snid, would nol ~ive
him A prejudiced viewpoint as Levine prolahly would hove, Horres thought that
that would be n good idea, Yhat happened after Lhat 1 camiot say,

We also visited a boiler insulntion joh site in Jersey Citye Thinre was not really
very much to look at, because they were instolling wineral vwool mats instead of
asbestos during our tour. However, the svbjrct cian up of the union's responsibil
to aceepl work practices that would reduce dustse lovall defended the union in
such a poor manner that by the end of lunch practically everyone in the eroup wao
Tirnmly convinced that nmch of the disense amongs ils members wns the union's oun
favnlts Nr, Plumdee Lold me Lbat his eyes hed really heen opennde Lven Lattinae,
the ount Sinnd losuyer, blared Lhe union for wnch of the problam, Hichoaloon, wh
had been very rentrained during the entire tour, alro kept his mouth =Wt during
the lengthly and paated discussion of the vnion. Morres still thousht lie and
everyvone elae in Llie conntry was goins to die, but the rest of the tour rrouy
was on  our side alter the (our and apainst the uninn,
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In conclusion, the seminar was directed prirarily to a medical audience and
was, therefore, of little real interest from a miblic relations stoandypoint,

Dr. Selikoff was rather restrained during the seminar, probably becaunse of

the nature of his audience. Host of the attendees, however, were unquestionably
concernad and frightened hy the various presentations, and we should cxpeet
that they will convey this feeling to their various hespitals, companices ond
government agencicse Ve did gain some points on the tour of construction sitec,
but it is hard to say if any real good will. come from it..

Matt Swetonic
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REPORT ON RECENT PRESENTATION IN TORONTO BY DR. SELIKOFF

Dr. Irving J. Selikoff of Mount Sinai Hospital, New York,
made two presentations recently in Toronto.

First Presentation

On May 2nd at 8:00 P.M., at a meeting advertised as open to
the public, he addressed some 75 or so people on the subject,
"Health Hazards of Asbestos".

At this presentation, Dr. Selikoff used every slide I've ever
seen him use before, covering every subject designed to interest
and arouse a public audience -- the dangers of asbestos spray,
classroom molding compounds, filtered vaccines, talcum powder,
sugar filtered through asbestos, rice polished with tremolite -

containing talc, beer, liquor, gin filtered by asbestos-- and
on and on.

At the end, his plea was for cooperation between industry, labor,
government and medical researchers to solve the asbestos-health
problem.

In reply, I thought both Ivan Sabourin and Dr. Mike Pelnar did
an excellent job., Ivan pointed out the differences between the
health experience of asbestos mine and mill workers in Canadian
chrysotile mines versus the experience of Dr. Selikoff's groups
of insulation workers. He stressed Dr. McDonald's study. He
also brought out the effects of cigarette smoking which

Dr. Selikoff had not done in his presentation.
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Dr. Pelnar pointed out that Canadian mine and mill workers had
pure chrysotile exposure whereas the insulations workers had
been exposed to various types of asbestos -- a mixed exposure.

A union official from our Port Union Plant by the name of
Stewart, spoke headlines into the floor microphone, saying
that many employees of the J-M plant had died, many more would
die and that J-M officials were not cooperating by giving the
union adequate medical facts on the Port Union employees.
Stewart must have been interviewed later by the press, gave
them more untrue but juicy facts which they used. Again, a
case of the sensationalizing press.

Second Presentation

On May 3rd at 9:30 A.M., in a much more clincial atmosphere --
again in the Medical Science Building of the University of
Toronto, again sponsored by the Yorke-Toronto Tuberculosis

and Respiratory Disease Association and the University's
Department of Preventive Medicine -- Dr. Selikoff lectured a
mixed audience of pre-med students, a few general public types

and we from industry on the "Epidemiological Aspects of Asbestos
Exposure",

It was a presentation quite in contrast to that given the evening
before. It was not sensational in style and so was quite
convincing to those in the audience who, though serious about

the subject, were not very knowledgeable.

One fact -- of considerable import to the industry ~- came
through loud and clear. Dr. Selikoff is going to fight hard
on the chrysotile, crocidolite, amosite matter. He said guite
directly that until there is much more positive evidence that
chrysotile is less dangerous than crocidolite and amosite,

he is not going to "buy" it.

Marc Gosselin of AFD, at my request, taped both the Selikoff
presentations. We've made verbatim transcripts of his comments
on this matter (which he talked about at both presentations).
Dr. Wright is researching and analyzing these scripts with a
view to giving us refutations as they exist, so we can in turn
go to Selikoff and present the other side of the story.
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This is one of our key projects now because it is important
to us to refute him quickly and soundly whenever we feel he
is "off the reservation". ~The chrysotile matter is too

important to us and we intend to hit hard with every available
argument.

One or two other things -~ the QAMA group handed out at the door
of the meeting room --

1. Asbestos and Your Health (blue folder) =-- you
already have.

2. Lyon Report -- you have.
3. Press release on Lyon Report (attached).

4. Clipsfrom Globe and Mail with comments by
Dr. J. E. Cowle, (attached).

5. List of industry attendees.

I'm also attaching a copy of Paul Filteau's report on the two
Toronto presentations so you will have another point of view

besides mine as the only attendee from the U.S. Also, clips
of the meetings.

The -TB Association gave out several leaflets on penumoconiosis
plus a bibliography on Dr. Selikoff. Scanning it will give
you some idea of what a prolific publisher he is.

In summary, in contrast to the feelings expressed by some,
I believe the industry put up a valiant fight at the Toronto

presentation but that doesn't necessarily mean we were the
winners.

The man,Selikoff ,is an excellent presenter; he is in constant
command of the situation and he is convincing.

If you'’d like to hear how convincing -- I'll gladly let you
have a set of tapes to listen to.

I will keep you advised of developments on the chrysotile-
crocidolite-amosite argument front.

Meantime, if you have any questions, please call me.

Solon, Jr.
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QUEBEC ASBESTOS MINING ASSOCIATION

580 GRANDE-ALLEE EST — SUITE 3%0
e May 10th, 1973,

QUEBEC 4, QUE.
Telephone 529.8168

TO: Mr., Michael J. Messel
fir, R.S. Coleman
Mr. W.,W, Oughtred
Mr, M, Oorais
Mr, J.R.M., Hutchesaon
Mr, M. Prus

CC: Mr, I.C, Campbell
Mr, A.H., Bagenstose
All attendants

FROM: Paul-A. filteau

SUBJECT: Dr. Irving Selikoff, guest speaker befors the
York-Toronto TB and RD Associastion and the
Department of Preventive Medecine, University
of Toronto - May 2nd and 3rd, 1973.

At the Medical Sciences Bldg., University of Toronto, Dr. 1.J.
Selikoff delivered on May 2nd at B8:00 p.m. an address on the
"Health Hazards of Asbestos" and on the next day at 9:30 a.m,

a lecture on the "Epidemiological Aspects of Ashestos Exposure”,
There was an attendance of scme 80 to 90 people for the evening
session and a class of around 60 people for the morning lecture.
The names of the people related to the Canadian asbestos industry
who attended these meetings are shown on the attached list., Dr.
R.W. Morgan, Department of Preventive Medicine, University of

Toronto, acted as chairman.

As agreed at a special meeting of QAMA directors held on April 19
in Montreal, publicity material was distributed at the entrance
of the meeting rooms, courtesy of the Association. The package
included a copy of:

1. Asbestos and Your Health (blue folder);
2. Report and Recommendations of the Advisory
Committee following the Lyon Canference;



3. A press release on the major conclusions
of the above Advisory Committee;

4, A news clipping from the Globe and Mail of
April 30, 1973, in which DOr. J.E. Cowle
submits that press reports on diseeses
resulting from exposure to asbestos have
been exaggerated,

Everyone was given a set and some, as in the case of Uniop
representatives and University staff, asked for large numbers

of additional copies.

A) Health Hazards of Asbestos

In his usual self-confident, easy-going approach, Or. Selikoff,
8eemingly delivering a well rehearsed or oft-repeated talk,
first commented on the unique value of the mineral asbestos,
its increasing production since the Second World War and the
large consumption in the U.S5.A. Through a series of slides

he reviewed early occurences of asbestosis and lung cancer
in England, Scuth Africa, U.S5.A., etc.

Then flashing tables showing onset of exposure in various age
groups of U.S. asbestos insulation workers, workers of a textile
plamt in U.S.A, and an asbestos-cement plant, Or. Selikoff
insisted on the number 20 (years) since anset of exposure as

a significant figure for appearance of radiological abnormality.
It was startling to notice throughout the projecting of these
tables, however, that one table would refer to asbestos insu-
lation workers, the next to asbestos workers, this being
repeated several times for the same group of workers, possibly
intended to produce generalizing effect on the spectators by

omitting specific references.



This was followed by various specific examples showing the
bazardous nature of asbestos. Attention was thus subtly
drawn to the danger of using talcum powder, of eating sugar
strained through asbestos, rice and chewing gum coated with
talec, drugs, beer and liguor filtered through ashestos,
wearing coats made of asbestos material, using papier-maché
by children and asbestos paper in the cannon rendering by
an orchestra of the 1812 Overture, etc. etc. All these
instances to impress on the audience the pervasive nature
of asbestos and the generalized contamination of the public
at large, regardless of exposure.

Finally, Dr. Selikoff appealed to the collaboration of
Industry, Government and Medical Ressarch in an effort to
find a solution to the asbestos-health problem so that
"society, which needs asbestos, won't throw the baby out
with the bathwater", as he concluded.

Comments from the Floor
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Without diminishing Or. Selikoff's expertise, I, Sabourin
pointed out emphatically that a distinction must be made
between the experience of the asbestos insulation workers

in U.5.A. and the asbestos mine and mill workers in Canada

and that some of Dr., Selikoff's claims in his U.S. research
studies are not justified by medical data published in Canada.
Moreover, improvement of in-plant dust control, it was empha-
sized, was initiated and pursued for more than 35 years.

Dr. Pelrnar submitted that the Canadian asbestos exposure was
to pure chrysotile, whereas insulation workers had been

exposed to a mixture of various types of asbestos.

A union official, named Stewart, referred in sensational
overtones to, what he claimed, a lack of cooperation on the
part of the employer at the Port Union plant.



Dr. J.E, Cowle simply asked Dr. Selikoff to confirm his
position suggesting that people do not incur asbestosis unless
occupationally exposed, and that lung cancer occurs mare often
in people with asbestosis. Or. Selikoff generally agreed.

Epidemiological Aspects of Asbestos Exposure

In a classroom atmosphere, Dr. Selikaff delivered a technical
lecture with a professorial touch, again making an abundant
use of slides.

Referring to the approach and method in conducting an
epidemiological study, Dr. Selikoff insisted repeatedly on
three essential conditions, namely:

a) adequacy of sample (large cohort of workers);

b) locating and examining all members, if possible;

c) assessing all circumstances, such as onset and
duration of exposure, detailed occupational
history, smoking habits, etc,

This was somewhat in contrast with his own approach in his
remarks of the previous evening, when, from random and coften
rationalized examples and circumstances, he repeatedly drew
broad inferences and speculative predictions regarding persons
having been occupationally exposed to asbestos as well as
regards exposure to minute amounts of asbestos in community

air as a hazard to the gerneral public.

Again by means of a series (slide presentation) of tables,
X-ray changes and views of lung sectians, DOr. Selikoff pointed
out and concluded that radiological evidence of asbestosis

and lung cancer appeared frequently in individuals examined
more than 20 years from onset of exposure and less frequently

in individuals after less than 20 years of expasure. He also



showed very vividly the multiplicative effect of asbestos
exposure and cigarette smoking, pointing out that no case of
lung cancer had been found among the non-smoking asbestos

insulation workers.

Or., Selikoff's lecture took most of the time allotted for

the session, which left only a few minutes for technical (sic)
questions to be posed. DOr, Selikoff, we were told, had to
catch a plare shortly after his talk.

On the whole, it would seem that Or. Selikoff came out on top,
but that the position and the differing experience of the
Canadian asbestos industry were Clearly asserted and possibly
with a mitigating effect on some of Or. Selikoff's allegations.
Obviously the ideal confrontation would be with a qualified

medical person with equal speaking ability and willing ta
present the industry point of view.

.

Paul-A, Filteau.
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THE CANADIAN ASBESTOS INDUSTRY
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Death 1:'te_vp

Hazards of asbestos

cited by N.Y. doctor

By JOAN HOLLOBON
A medical lecture on health

hazards of asbestos  irned?

into an impassioned debale
last hight belween the New
vork doctor giving the talk.
defenders of the Canadian as-

bestos industry and a Toronto
union man.

Dr. Yrving J. Selikofl said
that industrial exposure 10 As-
bestos greatly increases ihe
death rate 15 of 20 vears
later. Studies of former work-
ers dying prematurely. have
shown between sevent an
times the usual rate of deaths
from ling cancer: three or
four times ihe expected rate
of deaths from cancer of the
slomach and intestines: 3
much greater likelihood of
death from a rare tumor of
the lining of the chest and ab-
domen called mesothelioma
and a highrate of death from
asbestosis. which is not seen
among non-industrial workers.

In some Cases. individuals
worked only a few weeks in
an asbestos plant. sometimes
during the second World War.
only 10 quccumb 20 or more
years later. he told a meeling
sponsored jointly by the Uni-
versity of Toronto Preventive
Medicine Department and the
Yark-Taronto Tuberculosis and

Respiralory Disease Associ-
ation.

Dr. Selikoff said lung can-
cor is found only in ashestos
workers wha also smoke. He

eriticized construction meh-
ods which allow asbestns dust
tn escape, producing hazards
for all other workers on a
site, as well as contaminatin
ihe general public. He said al
samples  nf New York air
show ashestos particles now.
Fibres have been detected in
the lungs of every indjvidual
autopsied  during
year at Mount Sinal School of
Medicine, New York. where
he is a professor of communl:
ity medicine.

He said no one knows if this
slight exposure of the general
public will pose hazards in 1§
or 20 years. He pleaded with
industry 10 aceept responsibil-
jty, so that “gociety, which
needs asbestos. wnn't, throw
the baby out with the bathwe-
ter.
. lvan Sabourin,
counsel for Johns Manville
Corporation of Canada. made
an  impassioned response,
claiming that the ashestos
mining industry tor over 30

years has sought top medical
and engineering experts 1o

protect mining and industrial

the past

—

workers.
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Johns-Manville Corporation

Oreonwood Plaza
Denver, Colorado 80217

F.J. Solon, Jr.
Vice President
Environmental Affalrs

March 16, 1973

CONFIDENTIAL

Prof. Irving J. Selikoff, M.D.
Mount Sinai School of Medicine
The City University of New York
5th Avenue and 100th Street

New York, New York 10029

Dear Irving:

Here are the three CBC radio broadcast transcripts I
mentioned on the phone Saturday.

You tried to be circumspect most certainly - but not
they! No delineation of the one million figure, for

example, giving the breakdown you gave in your Washington
testimony.

And the business of "doesn't pay to get up in the morning
anymore!" Wow!! as I said in the marginal note.

So many times it isn't what we say but what they do with
what we say - what they interject. But this is the
technique with the media today - use the interviewee all
you can to make your point. Get him to ad 1lib - then add
to or twist. 1It's a shame, isn't it?

So be it - but I thought you should have these transcripts -
and so should our confidential friend, Ivan.

I am pleased with our recent exchanges - and I hope you
are, too.

incerely,

s

cc-Ivan Sabourin
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So tae engineer has ta study
the problem very thorov iy, and
has to be prepared to ¢ “eck and
make alterations it r cessary
until the required Ccrtrol is
Bchieved. This is where we are
fortunate in haying around the
Groun many engineers «ho have
spent most of their working life
with esbestos and hnow a great
dez! about its peculiariies,

One ingenious way of festing
whether dust control equipmant
15« Controt is by using a light
beam. This produces the same
sort of efiect as 2 sunbeam
shining through a window show-
ing uo dust in a house—but of
course f shows up all dust,
whether 1 i ashestos os nol.
Qur dust momitors can tell by
samphng if the equpment is
successiul in reduging the dust
level, but they cannot tell why, i
itis not.

OBSERVATION

By usingthelight beam (known
as the Tyndall heam), however,
the enginger can observe the
otherwise invisible fine dst and
see where it is escaping from the
equ:pment,

In the past, althowgh our

engineers made & great contri-
bution to dust contral, they hag
fo rely on visual judgement—on
the ehmination of visible dust—
they did not have the two
invaluable guides of dygt
measurement and Tyndall beam,
These techniques, devloped
and applied duting the las! tan
years, have been of enormous
dssislance in  concentrating
atlention 1o the vital points of
control,

Of course, however ingenigus
and eflective is the desipn of the
equipmenl, 1t will be uselpss
unless it is used properly and
maintained &t peak performance.
Regular weekly inspection i
laid down in the Regulations, as
well as a very thorough annual
inspection by a suitably qualihied
enginger,  but  installations
should be watched constantly
by those who work with them ang
the slightest leak or other defect
must be reported immediately,
It seems too elementary to say,
bul experignce shows that it is
necessaty, that no machine
should be swilched on belgre
the extraction system is working,
and, of course, the extraction
should be the last thing to
switth off when closing down.

Persona

Only as a last resorl, when
means of sufficiently reducing
the dust leve! have not been
found passible, should the use
of tespiralors be aceepted as the
means of protection. Thero are,
of course, some operalians,
such a5 maintenance ol the dust
extrattion fitters, where {hig is
Unaveidable, and the Group's
practice is to label these as
"Protected Areas". No ong muyst
enter such areas unless they are
weantng the prescribed respirator
and protective clolhing, Everyone
who has to do such work,
however infrequently g may
be, must be property trained in
the use of the equipment, and
the equipment must be issyed
1o him exclusively for his awn
personal use. The equipment
must also be carelully storeg
when not in use—nof left lying
gbout in the work place—and
must be properly and regularly
cleaned and serviced,

Cape has always provided
respurators 1o the patiern cur-
fently appraved by the Factory
Inspectorate. There are some
occucalions where, under {he
1931 Reguiations and the new
ones, 1t is required that these
should be seppied and worn
But it has alwa,s pean Compan,
pohcy 1o mabe them atog myal-
able 1o anyone who wishes to
wear this adddiona! personp!
protection, even in gperations

where dust etraction s provideg
and the weaning o' respitatars
18 nol considered necessary
under the Regulations for pro.
tection. This, it must be admil.
fed, somelimes leads to con.
lusion as to when respiralors
are necessaty and when not,
The rule is, nowadays, quite

clear—they MUST be worn in

rotection and hygiene

Respiralon mus! be egularly cleaned and
Allan reassombles a (espitator at Germiston

been used i varying Gegrees
over Ihe yoars.

Lagging work was not covered
by the Asbestos Ingustry Regu.
laons of 1931, nedher were
laggets included in the hst of
people who were fequired 1g be
reqularly medically examined by
the Pneymotemosis Medical
Panel. Eflorts by the Company
fo areange medica! examinations
{or men working an tagging
contracls were frustrated by the
fuct thal laggers move trom one
employer fo another, secording

fot regular medicaf examinaton,
but th's only tepresented part of
the tatal number of |aggers
employed all over the Errsh
'sies

High Standards

The nature of lagging work
makes it impossible in most
situations to comtrol dust by
venlilziion, $o the emphasis here
must be on persong! protection,
high standards of cleanfiness
and the avoidance of work

he shinn ™ s

thecked; John Gaughan looks on while George

than nol contains geheras
Stet rules have been ¢raun
U6 1o ensure the greaest
possidle ava oance of dug’ in
such work by, for example,
thoreughly wetting the ols 3p.
ping before and during siromin
operations. Soread of gus: to

ather areas can be avpider by -

enclosing the work 11 polyth sne
sheeling, regular cleaning with
vaguum lzaners gnd procerly
controlled disposal of stricied
material, Men engaged in this
type of work must be equipped

i) Hidm bk i LA




Thesr twe pletures give

A good sxample of the way in which & “Tyndail”
boaminuned bo ehock the afactivenees of u dust extraction system, The
DIcturs on the top Iaft shows & claud of dust coming from a board upd.
ing machine, This Pi¢ture was takon when Ihe dust #xhaust was switchag
ot The athar picture shows what happens with the qust extraction
olant working Propetty—the conlrol is complaty and no dust is allowad
to sscaps. Thase Picturas, taken ot Germiston, ane of our factories, ware
used by dhe Feclory Innpoctorale to illustrate their publication “Cantyel
ol Atbestos Dygt”,

1t shauld be palntad out that the
it i& neconsary Lo take
iv asbexios,

boam shows up and smpliflas all dugt:
dust samples I ardat to measura how much of if

Fioiecien arey .

Hygiene

Avvidance of gys| by en-
gineening methoos 13 tha fust
and 3 most imparant siep, but
much of the benehit can be |og
unless 3 high standarg of
Cleanfiness is also attaineq, |y
i$ not always easy 1o preserv a
chaical appearance in a work.
shop, but waste matenals ang
accumulation are potential gus)
harards, especially il the pecar
Sional spring clean i§ carrieq out
with an enthusiastically handied
broom. Regular and frequent
cleaning up is the answer and,

of course, using  vagyum
cleaners or what the Ashestos
Regulations cali “other dustless
methods”,

Regularity, loo, is the key-word
in collection ang femoval of
working waste and any malerials
likely fo produce dust, Dusty
waste must be collected |p
containers which prevent dyst
escaping and removed fegularly
for disposal under properly
controlled conditions.

Above one of he posters rami

nding Groyp employees {o use
vacuum ¢leaners,

Laggers -
thermal insylation and
control of dust

The organization of momloring
working almospheres, and of
dust control by engineering
ingenuity which has bee des-
cribed in these articles i fefaled
chiefly 10 factories. There is gne
section of the Group's activies
where the problems of control
are somewhat cifterent, Thig s
in the lnsulation Contracting
side, raditionally known g
“lagging".

For many years the most
popular lagging materials ware,
tither completely or in part,
made from asbestos, ang all
fhree types—amosite, crocide-

lite (blug) ang chrysatie—have

VM Comiac, 40 tal in ine
Course of years, g man may have
boen amployed by 4 |t ol
diflerent companies in varioyg
pants of the country, Wharp
there was any degreo of contip-
uity (for example at the oty Cape
factory at Barking whare 4
group of laggers baseq on the
factoty carried out work in the
London and Fastern Counties),
rheCompanywasabletoarrange

lagging and this, mare giten

-“.1

oways, as0eneecony
Watariais for ingiation g only
uted (o spacia) ang pacubyy
Huatons—Rockgl ang Calerom
Sillcateare non-asbesios Graup
products wiich are agw nen,
usedin the ()X,

Nevertheless thorma: 3L g
tion coniracting wory GRS
invalves, from time 10 time, ing
Stpping o removal of old

BT
'd‘,‘_.

R

9 serg.

Regular Madical
check.upsg

The M09ty of iags
detween 935 gng
employers shil mabes i
10 orgamize medical syp
23 effectiveiy a5 has pe
1 factories, byt eflorts o
made in consyllanon
Trade Unions concer
overcome thege giffeL
it 5 hopad that befot
arrangements can oa m
feguiar medical coeci.,
all men whg may, in tne
of their work, be Invaiveq
use of ashastgs,

e ————

Lel: A Cape develop
for preventing spread pf
for lagging work. Suci
provided by 4 pump so
the movement of air s
the polythens enclosun
that any dust createq ins.
does notescape.

—

In the futupe .

The monilaring reports prge
duced for ach factory, and the
periadic sampling visit paid- by
Ken Hey and John Jaryis from
Group Environmental Services
show that steady and consistent
Progress in the taduction of gust
lovels has begn mainlained
since the systam of 1egular
feporting was introguced.

This does not mean, howgver,
that our sflons can be relaxed,
Although there is 4 standard
set by the Factory Inspeciorate

for a sale leve] of dust, our aim
is 10 reduce aghestos dustin qur

Mactories ta the [owest possible

level.

Constant vigitance is neces.
Sa1Y 10 ensure that improye.
ments are kept up and not
whittled away by neglect of
squipment through bag main-
tenance o carelegs use, by lack
of attention to foed house.
keaping, by fack of Irdining and
information. Tha warsy enemy
of good angd consistent stan.
dards, however, is complacency,

Toe fact that much exce
Fro5'ess has bees made ;
el delude ug nto tinking
"2 wark of dyst control has :
Ceoieted, o will aver
Cimpiete. Mew ang
~ihods of working will
conually sought, Contie
roaarch will give ug by
armation about the i
éicestos, and indeed o
~z'enals, can have pn the -
<31, 30 that the measures
1ane can be better girecteq
even mora pffaetiye



pecial

EVERYONE whe works
for this company wil)
know of the hazard to
his heaith that can he
caused by exposure {g
asbestos  dust, yg.
happily,inspiteofallthe
efforts * of doctors,
scientists,  anginggrs
and others who haye
striven to prevent it,
there are still those who

dgveIOp symptoms of {

tisease, often many
years after exposyre.
Recentlypublicityhas
been given in the press
and on television tg the

number of cages arising ¢

from employment ¢
Acre Mili in Hebden
Bridge, Yorkshire,

I want {o $3y ho
deeply I regret thattherq
should be a single Case,
But Lontrary 1o the ime
Pression given in thege
reporls the company

as for many years been
deeply concemned, and
has taken extensive pre.

WIS continually being

suppl

on medical ang enging-
ering research.

One might wa| ask
why continue fo use

ashestos if the slightast
risk remains, This diffi-
cult question applies to
many other hazardoys
substances used g in
dustry.Theanswermust
lie ity the degrae of risk,
the value of the product
0 humanity, and the
possibility of using suit.
able alternatives,

those considera.
tions receive constant
and earnest thought by
hemanagementofyour
company and regarch
info the ysp of non
ashestos Substitutes

carried ouf,

Nevertheless for fire
fesisting materialg fo,
Use on land and seq,
which haye demons.
strably  saved Mmany
lives, "and for brakg,

NINAS. th $abn burm .

DRRICHARD GAZE - Cape Director ang ientl
tion aboyt asbestasis and wha
factarlag (hat use agbestos,

Those of yau who, fike myself,
have worked in o been closely
associaled with Cage's factories
for many years, are welt awara
of the consideranie progress
that has been mags in improving
WOrking conditions since the
time of the last war There was of
Course great pressure for pro-
duction during the war years,
followsd by n equally busy
period  with pey processes
being sa? up and  general
reorganisation in the lactories,
Much heavy ventilalign 8quip-
ment had atrssr haro T

Ay atwr

shesto

e

S.

MORE RESEARCH
NECESSARY

Perhaps the freatest step
lorward was maga during the
1950’5, Recognising the need 1
acquire mora  sgignyific ang
madical knowledgeoﬂhecauses
and prevention of asheslosis,
the managemants of the maip
ashestos COMpanies In the K
(Turner and Newall, 88 4 Group
and Cape) decided 1o sharg a|)
their knowledge of thy question

&nd jointly 1y underlaks an
extensive  programme ot

Sister

Thomas Seymaur
tasts his lung cape-
city by breathing in
1o the lyng funetion
machine, while §is.
ter Gasson notes the
| Measurement mad,
, by the indicate on
. the chart,

introduces tw Pages of intorma.
the heaith of workers in (he

As Dogtor Smither explains
alsawhere in this section, the
eflect ol improvement n works
ing conditions has ot been
immediately apparent because
of the 1ong perog thay tlapses
betore SYmploms of ashestosis
develop, For this reasan, know-
ledga hag been hard to come by
and itis only in very recen years
that scisntis|s and doctors haya
besn able Properly to meagyra
the very tina fibres in the air ang
10 Make « more Precisa assece,

" factories, These

been with Cape for over twen
fise years ang has extans,
Personal expenence of agpet
manufacture. He js also Chg.
man of the Enviromenty) Conyr
Committeq of the Ashestog
Research Coungyl,

HOW IT AFFECTS you
You will wang 0 know ju
'8 being done g achip,

safe working conditions in ¢,

four pages ¢
Cape News ha,e been set asigd.
0 tell you this. Mr Cros

describes how salety limits hav,
been arriveq a1 N how they ar
aoplied. In angther article, 0:
Smithar {Cape's medical o,
sultant, who js 5 widely regog
fised authority on the medical
Spects) explars |p Simple
terms, exactly what the heaith
fisks 2t and whas js behing the
medical examirations 1 whicn
2l workers are subjected.

You will see hat new and
Muck more rigorgys standards
have “een introduceq ang are
erlorced by law, The ar we
breang in the lactorigs 15 tested
feguay and close  medica)
Suter'sion of 2 workers who
Cor2 o contast with asbestos
€ont= s,

Teze is shill more 1o be done
but ah the esulls of many
years ol seientifie fesearch
betind us, the eapents believe
that '



baen belleveq 'at the
time,

Natices advising them
of the risks (a 18quired
by law), have been oy.
hibited in Work-places
and large symg have
heen spent gq dust gy,
haust equipment, othay
safety Precautions, ang

Gontr

Following areportin 153 by two
members of the Factgry Inspac.
torate, Merewsther ind Pric,
the Asbestog Industry Regula-
lions 1931 yerg formulated,
hese were designeg o protect
workers in (e asbestos togla
industry, matress making gnd
the openng, Preparation ang
mixing of ashestos fibeas.

In 1969, new regulations werg
introduced which Wwere nat onfy
mare comprehensivg in their
1anQ8, bul weye designed for tha
protection of peaple working
with ashestos, wherever and
however thig bccureed, if harm.
ul quantifies of dust werg likely
to be proguceq, Furthermore,
these regulations wete syppos-
led by tachaical garg which, for
the first tme, 13, down specific
St2ndards for dygy levels which
were believeq 1o ensure safg
working congitiang.

THE LESSONS o
THE PAST

It vas first realized in the
Barly 1950's that the 1931 Regy.
lations hag not resulted in the

-.r‘—-...-—_-."-u—...._“. —e—— g1y nmrw

VHyone sxposed {o it
must take the precay.
ONS recommandeg,
hese arp pot compli.
cated or difficult for em.
ployees, hutthey do caly
for cara,
If the precautions are

observed, | sinceraly

believe that the risk fo | ¥

health is very small in.
deed and no greater than
the ordinary hazards of
everyday Jife.

R. H. DENT

slimination of dsbestosis, For
the first tima cagay were diad.
nosed among Wwotkers whogg
only expasure 1 asbestos dust
had been sines the 1831 Regula.
Bens had been applied. Thig
Could anly mgap that 1he protse.
tion aflargeq by these Regula.
fions was inadequate,

RESEARCH
Co-operation and consuita.
tion on an informal basig bg.
tween  the major  ashestos
companies in the | led 19 3
more formal plan tg pool infor.
Mation and organize fesearch by
the formation i 1957 of the
Asbestosis Researeh Council
orking closely with such
non-industry Organizations g
the Pneumoconiosts Raseargh
Unit ang thy Factory Inspactor.
e and with research projacts
larmed out 1 Various ceniyey of
scientific Study (Cambyridge,
Reading, Manchester, Leeds),
many avenues of enquiry were
Pursued. Atfirst, the outcome of
fesearch wag disappoinlmq—the
Mmore we loarnt ghe mofe we

by Regulation

e Managers ang
talking of the conditions ay they
had been in the early thirties
(whn they firgt hecame awyra
of the danger o health assqci.
ated with breathing 2sbesios
dust), 83709 how mych Mings
had impraveq 45 5 resull of the
extensive ingfalqnon of venyy-
ld!iunequ'pmentm the iaclones,
Uch had indeed heen dorg ang

1 Much damage 14 health avarteq

but hag present day knowledge
been Available, more exlensive
Precautions woulg Centainly have
been taken ang wilh Mndsight,
8 now hnow Ihy| these werg
necessary,

fealized we npeded o know.
h8 unanswereq questions myl.
titied. How dpes asbestosis
happen? Hoy do asbasios
fibreg cause fibrosig? Why does
working it asbestos only
affect some people, while otharg
WOrking in the §ame  place
remain unaffecpaq? Daes )
asbestos fibra havg the same
ellect? What s g dshestys
ibre, anyhow)

How ¢an gne recognise 3
dangeraus Jove| of dust-hoy
and what shou)g we maasure?

Many of thege were bling
alleys, but more réliablginforma.
tion began g émerge as to how
ind whare the Cause of thy
disease might accur, After o
Aumber of eports,  surveys,
Provisional codes of practice,
ete. the British Occupationa
Hygione Soclety considereq
therg was enough evidence 1o
racommend a hygieng Standard
for use with aspagios dust. From
this has been dovised {he
standard for a gafe working
level which (he Factory Inspeg.
torate has adopted when pply-

nginears

L e VT adpects

+

o I3 suoje logether wiin
0gineering and other Questions
asx0ciated with tavironmanty)
cantrol. In anothe aticle, Alay
Cross descrineg this research
much of which is today being
caified out at thy National Coal
Boara's Researh Foundation
in Edinburgh,

ing the Asbestos Regulationg
1969, The stangarg i3 based gn

the averaga dyst level measuraq -

OVer & normal perigq of wark,
Where the averaga is ags thap
2 fibres per cybie tenfimetra ny
further action i3 considereq
facessary. I the loyy is highar
than 12 fibreg Per ¢c, than fy)|
persongl protaction, including
the use of respirators, myst by
used, 1t concentrations gecy,
Breater than 4n fibreg par ¢,
then a mara sophisticatay ‘ype
o! respirator syeh 28 2 posisive
Pressure or air Jing tespirator
i$ tequired, Where average dug!

9 but It Iy gyqn More impor.

fant 1o ‘smpure et the agt
inowledge available iy ¢qryiag
through to working condifiong
on the shop flagr, With this in
mind, Capa sef g 2 Groyp

Envitonmenta Services Depart.
ment jn danuary 1968 ang
appainted Mr Ajg Cross to be

Mr Cross has

In charge of this,

2and 19
then the contraf
methods  whih the Factory
Inspector requires depends gn
& combination of the 1ima during
which the candition oceyrs ang
the axtent by which it sxeoeds
&fibres per cc. ,

Apart trom Providing a means
of measuting the dtmosphere 1
dacide when controls  werg
sufficiently effective, the big
difference between fhe 1931,
Asbestos Industry Regulatins
and the rew Asbestos Regula.

Continyeq qyprjont.

dopartmanty| Suptrvisor o

e personnel depar
Should you wigh 1o discy
medical quastion in cnne
with Your wors, then mal
A2p0intment l sea yaur fa:
dezror.

L hape you wll read 11
aticles ang thay you will
them helpfu/,

R. GAZE

LEFT:

Some equipment for the cq
frol of dyst js very elanorat,
This pictyra (below righ
Wwhich tormeg 1ne coverof g
Cape Magazine Seven yeq,
390, shows 2 ngwly installe,
Multiple duet for 18Mavy| ¢

- dustfrom a saw at Aere Mij)

Amore up-to-dafe installatiq,
it saen in the photograph
#owing 4 sander at Uxbridge
fitted with 5 very elaborate
but effective, anangement of

txhaust duefs which remgye
the dyst Sanded off th,
Goarg,

surface of jhe




Conbaued from previous page

bons was (hat evéry person
whatever fheir job or wharever
ey worked was cavereq by
thesa safety requiramants, |f
asbesios dust could be prasent
n harmiul quanttes then the
Regulatigng applied.

Thera was, therelara, litte, f
ARy, opportumty igr any cMtegory
of workers to slp thtough the
net. The definition of aspastos
dust provides the meang gf
deciding, by scienthe meagyty-
ment,  whether controls e
effective,

Itis not an exzggeranon 10 $ay
that this  revolulignizaq the
approach 1o the comtrol of
&sbestos dust in the warking
emnronment—the effect of which
itis confidently expected will be
seen in the course of the next 10
years to have virtually eliminated
asbestosis from the ligt of
industnal hazards.

Will the 1959 Regula-
tions be any more
eflective than werg the
1931 Regulations ?

One of tha biggest problems
that medical and environmentay
researchers have to conteng
with in dealing with some types
of industrial o otcupational
hazards is the length of tima it
lakes in most ¢ases for |he
eflect to become apparent,
Ideaily, as has been requently
demanded by people cancerned
lor the protectian of workers, all
malenials, especially ey
preducts, should he carefully
eramined 1o by surg thyy they
have 1o harmiul eRects tilher
for those who work with them or
for those who use them, Untor-
lunately, there Seems to be pg
short cul lo determining with
complete certinty whelher any
tew caterial containg such a

In the Group

CR WALTER SMiTHER has
bean the Group Medical Adyigar
Since 1335 He is aiso Megical
Consultant 1o the Asbestosis
Research Counci, 2 membe of
the Reseaich Committes (.
gether with O¢ Alan Hodgson,
and s an expert gn asbestos-
related disease of internatinay
repute, As well as hig responsi-
bilities for the Group as 3 whole,
he looks after the people who
work in the area around Londogn

=piimanly Uxbndge ang Way.
ford.

For the other Capg lactories
where asbestos-containing pro-
duets are manutactured, facal
drangemants are made for
medical examination of people
employed (hers. Each lactory is
visited separalely by a Jocal
doctor who has a tharough
understanding of the heylth
problems associated with inha.
lation of ashestos dyst, Facilities

CCLandCUBP

Unbridge

Tolpits Dr, W. J, Smither

Harefield

C.C.L. Chadwell Heath

Bowburn  Dr R, . Hill. (North of England Incustrial
Health Centrs)

Germiston DrW. J. Weech

CIL Stirling ~ DrD, A, White

3.4P. Hendham Vale Dy |, McPherson

1.0, Brislington

DrG. A, Mills

EMAS

ASBESTOS AND YOU

Empoyment Megicyl Advisory Sarycq
Dapartmant o Emanpyment

aynarct ow, Chupitow Fiace, Landgn w)

M4l

dra providad at the factory for the
docter 1o carty oul medical
Bxaminatiens and consuitation
and lor maintenance of medical
records. Usually the doclgy g
helped by a nyres who, mpart
from thiy aspect of her wok,
dasls with tha day to day firsl aid
treatments whieh may occur,
Anyone who Is snxigus ahout
the effect his work may have on
his heaith should ag ty se9 hig
works Medical Officer, I case
dnyane should be in doubt whe
this is, we have included &
refrence fist below. You can
find out when your own factory
doctor is available through your
perseanel departiment,

———— Hamy Iod mlng

~ has hig breathing zon

ur""ﬂ‘ - mw . '
Asbestolyx

@ tested for cleanness by Basil Fos
who with Jan Pasco does mos of the dust

Uxbridge, Tolpits and Harefielq,

' s 22
board into the muiti-d

maniloring

Medical supervision of

Asbestosis is 4 kind of scarting
and thickening of the tisgyes of
the lung. Although this hind of
scarring, callag “librosis" can
occur in many other diseageg i9 0ot able to usp 4l the prolac-
not connected with industry, the - five breathing  aquipment
main concarn of tha aspasios provided, or who already has
industry is to prevent oy S0me degree of disabylty afiect.
workerslrombecomingdisablad ing his chest. gr breathing
due o inhaling tog mych funclions, That is why first
asbestos dyst, mplayment is conditianai upon
“passing the doctor”, who wiil
Use physical examination, lung
function tasts and Xeray reports
to assist his decisign,

This initial axaminating farmn

The thickening of lung tissye
affacts tha Wy the lung works,
so1hatusuﬁmrfromashestosis
£annol braaths 5o efficiently and
his lungs cannot take un it gha

ashestos woplag

appreciation of the who.
hearted ¢o-ageratian F
recz.ved from every man whe
Ihava aghed to gartic:oate in i,
U onant research).

TUere s a linal advantage
Tiotal suparision which
K25 obyigus. Men are given tf
Lopartunity, under conditions .
siniet medical con!idemiality, :

lﬂ. ” -r\-l‘ A ALY
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Standards
recommended

Ironically, the past record of
occupational health darage to
people working with asbestos
may have fesulted in it Deing one
of the safer materials to use
since there is such a weight of
informanon avadable from past
activines, exposures and the
effects on health, that organiza-
fions like the Briush Qccupa-
tional Hygiene Society have felt
confident in recommending a
standard by which the eflective-
ness of safety measures can be
judged. It takes time, unfortu-
nately, for such measures to be
reflected in an improved health
record. The survey which the
Emplojment Medical Advisory
Service o the Department of
Health has put in hand with the
heip of {he medical avisets to
the member companies of the
Asbestosis Researeh Council,
will provide a more precise
tecord of the effects and controls
than has ever been available in
the past, and thal is almost
without parattel in the history of
occupabonal  health,  Some
people are already expressing
concern that some of the
matenals which have been
recommended for use instead of
asbestos may, themselves, ins
volve some hazards which wil
not become evident until many
more years have passed

Past record

(r the hght of all fhis the
Company's policy in dealing
with 15 particular probiem con-
gists of a number of related
steps.

{1 {hose ases were d person's
capacily is impaired as @ direct
resalt of his past employment in
2 sitvation where the dust level
has not been sufticiently con-
wrolled, the Company accepts its
guly to provide every assistance
in essonng 1hat he or she

TRE WP g i o OUOuT 1 1bmd e OwEd 400 Uil woy o WILl 1oty ud?

raducrd 10 § o TR
Haw nsbestos atfects th body

fabestos bees an be inhaled. and may be gepovited 1n the Jungs Qnly fibres of very
<mallsize - tao Ml 10 be seen with the naked eye = an gel inld the lungs Foweve!,
where there 1§ 3 visitie Cloud 0f Gust. contaumag largar libres, @ can be rapectud thit
invinile, possily et hul, hores may 3150 be presint.

n the orginary wily smalt amounts ot a3hestos fitweg w i Ch reach INe lungs are saaled
lt 1n fuch o way that they are a0 fonge! hatmlyl, Howsver o naitan o [iarov
Guil 1§ ExCEat aR0 protungd, damage my Koue The wungs re 1hen iadiveding
arnng pro(ess which prevents the proper uptake al v egen, cdubing bieethlentness
Toes candiion s KN gy a0soss The (YOCHS o 1 gradual one and alfech peaple
only #lier nuiny years in wolk VOl ing Buestos.

Peapie alfected by asBedtots run 3 yedter ik of contracting lung ¢ancer than the
genenal public We now know tha! ths (ACreased figk s naae wor = lar worde - By
figueetie smoking Workers 0 1 mustry would b weil advised 10 reguce smuking
of CogatetTes 10 & Mimmuim, oF $10p $moh ing altogithet

|n sOme Doupie INe Gules Loverng of the tung (the plewral 15 involved by 3 3Carhing
process. whilt Ihe lung tsell mdy be rtiecied This seems to taust 1o disabelily,
Howmver, 11 & Small propottion 6} (xople J tare tumour, known 2 mesothelioma, may
develop on the outer surface of the lung 11 seems that crociaohite (blue asoesios),
Itam & patticular mumng area, 1§ most froguently involved when this tumour develaps
Bloe asbestas 1s 10 10092 in HOrma! use in this countty, but 453011t entountersd i

gelagqing and demobtion work.

The above leaflet has been

teceives . whatever  financial
penefil or compensalion may be

available,
Every practical measure must

be faken to ensure that Group

produced by the Department
of Employment for issue to
all people whose work is sube
ject to the Asbestos Regular
tions 1968, (Page § only s

employees are not exposed
foday to environmental condic
tions at thair work which might
in the light of present knowledge
impait their heaith, To this end a
combination ol medical super-
vision, measurement of the
working enviranment and regu-
lar checking of the working
anrangements and equipment is
carried out as & matter of firm
routine and every effort is made
to ensure that all employees who
work with asbestos are informed
of the nature of the diseases
associated with asbestos against
which these pratection controls
have been developed.

(n he follawing seclions some
of the people invalved with this
work explain how these varous
steps for the protection of Cape
envplayees are organized,

shown),

A, A. Cross
Group Environmental

Consultant

CORILCLs. Thitu 15 cvasbll b
beliove that the early signs of
gshestosis can he detected by
X-ray and lung funchon tests,
olten before any symploms have
occurred.

Many years ago the doclors
who lirst stodied the cases of
asbestosis occurring in this
cauntry beligved that only those
workers in particularly dusly
jobs, catled "scheduled occu-
palions” were al fisk. Such
workers were legally required (0
undergo medical examinations
al stated intervals periormed by
agroup of government appointed
doclors who were expert in
various forms of industrial dust
diseases, called pneumace-
niosis. Unhappy experience has
faught that workers outside
these scheduled occupations
could also be at risk, and for
many years Cape has exiended
medical supervision {ar beyond
the legal requirements.

The objects of medical super-
vision are three-lold. The first
is to avoid tha employment of any
worker who for physical reasans

"N 3

signs of any lung impbirment,
Sophistlcated modern ests have
been available in the pas! few
years 1o assist the doctor in his
diagonosis. With their co-opera-
lion men ¢an be removed early

from any iurther fisk, and their:

progress observed,

Long-term supervision
The long-letm observation
of our workers is the third
object of medical supervision.
There are many unanswered
questicns about the natural
history of asbestosis; besides
the research programme men-
tioned elsewhere in this section,
the major companies in the
industry ol this country have
worked closely with the Depart-
ment of Employment to st up
and start a survey of our workers’
health from the time they join u$
forthe rest of their lives, Changes
of sccupation and environmental
measurements will be compared
with records of iliness, smoking
habits, medical examination and
X-ray results. (On a personal
note | must tecord here my own

Y
hY

)

'sphere i

to measure the general atmo.

our  Uxbridge

factory.

giscuss  problems  connected
with their wark ar for that matier,
any other preblems. In refurn
{he doctor ¢an emphasize the
absolutely deflinde benefits of
giung up Cigarelte smohing.

Scientific proof

Scientists have proved beyond
doub that cigarettes are particy-
larly dangerous for asbestos
workers, and that non-smoking

RBERIRRERRE SR 2 asbesios workers are no more

likely to sufler from tung cancer,
the most dreaded complicaton
of severe asheltosis, than the
general poputation.

W. J. SMITHER

LEFT:

George Birkett {on IeM) re
cords defails of the operation
being carried out at Hendham
Vale by Andrew McTaggen
wha is wearing 2 Casels
personal dust sampler. The
sampling head can be seen on
Andrew's shoulder,




Checking to see
if the air
is clean

At every factory in the group
where 2sbestos s being used
whether it be in the manufaclure
ol asheslos cement sheets or in
brake linings, there will ba
found, as panl of the seieabfic
team, SOMEONH OF S0me leam
regulatly measuring the purity of
the atmosphere in which people
are workng, Samples of the ait
are tahen in all parts of the
factory and on il operalions on
which people are engaged where
thete 15 a possibility of asbestos
dust being found,

The method which is used
tioth for collecting samples and
for finding oul whether of how
much asbeslos dust may be in
e dif is the same 3§ that which
is now used by the Factory
tnspectors when they visit a
factory. The instruments and
apoaratus employed and the
method of collecting samples
and counting the fibres are the
resull of many years of expefi-
ment and study and companson
of tesults by the expes, The
Asnestosis Research Councit
pizyed a leading partin this work
which is 50 highly regarded that
tne International Labeur Crgeni-
zetion has recommended to 119
member States that the system,
as descnbed in the ARC's
Technical Note, should be
zacpled 2s the stanoard metho?
for measurement throughout the
word. It has already Dbeen
tdopted by most European
countries, in the United States
and Ganada end elsewhere.

PERGONAL
SAMPLES

The most imporiant checks

measured period of time (usually
10 minutes) and then the sample
Is remavad for examination. The
foreign bodies—there are plenty
of these in any eir we hraathe—
ae collected in the sampling
head on a small disc of filter
paper. The fiest thing the
sampler has to go is to “fix” the
impusities on fo the disc so that
they ¢an be examined under 8
mictoscope. When the “mem-

)

iy

brane”, whith i§ what we cail the
eircular disc, has been "fixed"il
is examined under a microscope
equipped by @ form of hghting
which shows up the asbeslos
fibres and enables them o be
counted. There is no guesswork
in this method of sampling, The
person carrying out the sample
and measurement is able to see
any asbestos fibtes which are
¢ollected and to distinguish

S nT
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provided with dust extraction or
other control in order 10 heep
the duct down 10 a sae level. I
areas where series of tests have
shown inat the protess 15 such
thal under no circumstances.
will the dust level, exceed this'
itis only necessary to confirm at
longer intervais thatthis situation
is unchanged. Aftention is there-
after contenlrated on areas in
which it has been found that dust
control in some form is neces-
sary, Samples ol the air 1n these:
areas or these opefahions are
laken every month far repont 1o
the local Works Management
and in addition to the Group
Medical Adviser and Group
Environmental Consultant. In
addition, 2 visit is paid at least
twice a year by a member of the
Group Environmental Services
1o take samples independently
of the local monitaring stalf.
This enables us to ensure (hat
the methods of sampling are
consistent throughout the Group
and are also consistent wilh
other gxpert dust manitors in (he
industry and in the Factory
Inspeciorate,

The people responsible for
dust semples and caiculating the

A cammfnan fitms the asbestos bag opening machine al
Tolpits for the Asbestos Research Council film on dust conlrol
~"Asbestos at Work",

Protection
from pigk

When the dust sampiers find
situalions whete tnere 15 dust
above the hygene Stangarg,
then the enginec!s move 1o
There are vanous metnods of
reducing the dust which may e
tried. First and fundamental 1s
to see whether it s possible to
¢hange the process so that dust
cannot be oroduced, of at least
thal it is less dust produting. A
sunple exemple is by welting—
wet processes procuce little, if
ey, dust. When ths is not

sigal o oAl

man-raaghng is a good way ¢!
&0iding persona’ contact ano
exposure, An exarple of th ¢ is
e terngver 8t Germiston,
Boeras have 1o be turned at the
end of the sanding and cuting
ing. Onginally this was doae by
hand, Now it is dong mechani-
cally and she turnover device is
complately enclosed.

Encicsure itself is very effec:
tive but complete enclosure is
olten impossible. Partial enclo-
sure together wit~ dust extrac-

'
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sengton. The perposs of such
songies o 10 A0 ot e cloosly
1% gosnble Ihe condition ol the
ur wich the pergen engaged in
the wart aCtvally Dreatnes, To do
this 4 samping head 18 3
syl Qium-hhe DDECE, 43 POSie
lioned 48 near as posside 1o
the aose and mouth of tne
person baing tested. This, by
medns of a small pump, sucks in
airin much the same way 2s ond
inhales aif (a the normal process
of breathing. Air is taken in for a

- e ]

Mry Audrey Barlow s wearing
a face mask respirator while
recording dust levels when
Len Thomas changes the
dust collection bag on a dust
filtar af Trist Draper's works
af Brislinglan.

thase from any other kind of dus|
of which thera are often very
many which may or may ot have
their own partcular  harmbul
effects, if thera are any asbestos
fibres in the sample, then these
are counted according lo the
system which the expers have
worked out. From this count
¢an be determined whether the
operation is so controlled that
the number of fibres is within
the sale level or whether the
numhber of fibres exceeds this.
if the count indicates that the
level is toa high, improvements
in the control must he devised.
if it i5 not found possible so to
improve the method of work or
the method of dust extraction or
whalever other method of con-
trol has been fried, then it is
necessary for the person doing
the work to be provided wilh
personal protection consisting
ot a suilable form of respiator
and protective clothing which
prevents asbestos dust being
collegted on the person’s own
clothing.

KEEPING A
CONSTANT CHECK

The pattern of monitoring
which has been worked out in
order to ensure that all potential
danger areas are kept under
walch is as follows. First ol all 2
sutvey has been carried out in
al} factories to find qut which
areas or operations need to be

amounl of asbestos dusl in
those samples are all experien.
ced and knowledgeable not only
inthe methads of dust sampling,
but in identifying that part of the
work most Jikely to produce
dusly conditions. The aim is to
measure the worst condilians or
most dusi producing condition
likely to occur in any pracess or
during the cycie of processes on
any machine. The records of the
measurements  are  carefully
walched both by the focal
management and by the Group
Consultant and should any
situation appear to be higher
than that pereitied under the
Asbestos Requlations thea an
immediale explanation and in-
vestigation is called for.

As a result of this continuous
and painslaking study, dust
levels in all the factaries have
been steadily dropping, and few
now exceed the recommended
standard.

GUIDANCE FOR THE
ENGINEERS

As alteady mentioned, the
persans throughout the Group
who are engaged in monitoring
are experienced and well trained
in the techniques of sampling
and measurement, but in addi-
fion they ase also by naw know-
fedgeable about the precautions
and control measures which
should be taken, and they racord
any observations of inadequacy

LEFT:

Dr lan Pasco of Uxbridge takas a sample of the air whera John
Uzzell is working (above, left), He likes (o wear a mask, even
though the almasphere was found to be properly contralied.
In the accompanying picture, hiy mate, Pat Dotan, who doesn't
wear a mask, is wearing sampling equipment on his [eft
shoulder so thatthe air he is breathing can be tested.

vironmental Services, checks
the almosphere  around
Dennis Winwright, working
on the pad sander at Ux.
brldge.

or Incorrect working of control
systems or any other lactors
which are liable to interfere with
the effectiveness of the protec-
tive measures. Another com-
mendable  contribution  they
make is to check, by taking
samples, whether any changes
in machinery or the dust extrac-
fion equipment are resvlting in
the improvements anticipated.
This is a most valuable feature
which was not avaitable in the
past. In former days we had to
tely on the appearante of
visiblg dost. Il an aperation was
sgen to be dusty, dust extraction
aquipment would be designed
and apptied to tha operation and
if no dust was then visible the
gontrol was assumed fo be
satisfactory.  Nowadays, the
guesswork hag been eliminated.

ling dust (of any kind) and is
indeed a firm requrement of the
Asbestos  Requlations 1969
wherever ashestos dust s
emitted in  Quantities which
“might be harmfui to the heallh
of emplayed persans”.

[tis in the design ol such dust
extrachion equipment that the
ingenuity and experience of our
engineers is put 10 the lest
Extraction equipment, to be
successful, has ta reckan wih
the special charactenstics of the
matenal it has to handie
Asbestos dust is different from
most other dusts in which
ventilzhon experts ate expen-
enced; most dusts consist of
patticles, nhereas asbestos dust
consists of tiny fibves, They tend
10 “heat” in the air, whereas
particles fall more rapidly.
Furthi-more, when they are
tofiecisd in ducts or cyclones,
their fwrous form tend lo make
{hem reiect and clog unless the
shape and air speeds of the
systers are "spol on”.

Continued overleaf:
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You will be interested I'm sure in reading the attached
letter from Dr. Hilton Lewinsohn and Stephen Holmes of
Turner & Newall to Dr. Irving Selikoff, calling his
attention to misleading statements he made, using
Lewinsohn~Holmes material, at a presentation in Boston
in late May.

For background, this letter is a direct result of our
recent trip to England (see trip report attached).

Dr. George Wright critiqued and commented on the various
drafts leading up to this final Version.
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I call your attention to the first two paragraphs
especially. The transcript came from Ed Fenner and
Bill Reitze's tapes made at the cenference which we
forwarded to Dr. Lewinsohn and then followed with our
visit to the British group to personally convey the
request of George Wright and ourselves that a Strong
letter of dissent be sent to Selikoff.

The second paragraph has statements as strong as any
I've seen from professionals to professionals.,

Note also that copies of the letter were sent to

Dr. Marcus Key, Assistant Surgeon General and Director
of NIOSH, and to the heads of AIHA and ACGIH, the two
organizations who sponsored the Boston meeting at which
Dr. Selikoff spoke.

ATA/NA will forward copies of the letter to Secretary of
Labor Peter Brennan and Assistant Secretary in charge of
OSHA John Stender.

All this by way of letting important people in government
and the professions know the kind of misleading acts
Dr. Selikoff continues to commit.

This is the kind of positive aggressive approach we
intend to take on our environmental affairs problems.

Enc. (2)
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FILE MEMORANDUM

REPORT OF TRIP TO UNITED KINGDOM
June 23 - July 1, 1973

Subject trip was made in company with Ivan Sabourin, our
Canadian legal-environmental counsel; -John H. Marsh of
Raybestos~Manhattan in his capacity as President of the
Asbestos Information Association/North America; and
Matthew M. Swetonic, Executive Secretary of the AIA/NA.

Purpose of the trip related almost entirely to the
reopening of the OSHA Asbestos Standard in the U.S. We
wanted to meet with members of the British medical group,
with British government officials and British asbestos
industry personnel to review the situation and prepare
in advance for what we believe will be quite a rigorous
confrontation at the public hearings on the asbestos
standard which are coming up in the near future.

Following are brief comments on the meetings we held in the
course of our stay in the United Kingdom.

1. Meeting (June 25, 1973) with Dr. Hilton Lewinsohn and
Stephen liolmes of Turner brothers Asbestos; Alex Cross
of Cape Asbestos; Michael Howe and Wilfred loward of
Turner & Newall,

For background -- Dr. Lewinsohn had issued some pre-
liminary figures on a re-study he is making of workers
at the Rochdale,. England plant of TBA. Dr. Selikoff

had put these figures into a graph which he presented

at the Annual Meeting of the American Industrial Hygiene
Association in Boston last May. Selikoff said these new
figures changed the entire picture on asbestos standards
and that the present OSHA standard places "U.S. asbestos
workers at serious risk of irreversible, often fatal
disease and in my (Selikoff's) opinion, it should
immediately be reconsidered.”

We had forwarded to Dr. Lewinsohn a few days prior to our
meeting, a verbatim transcript of Dr. Selikoff's pre-
sentation at Boston with a copy of the slide he had used
there which he said had been made from Dr. Lewinsohn's
data.
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We reviewed this at our meeting and handed out to
attendees a copy of Dr. George Wright's memo to me on
. the Lewinsohn-Selikoff matter.

We suggested that Dr. Lewinsohn and Steve Holmes, who
had worked with Dr. John Knox of TBA in the original
study of Rochdale workers, prepare a joint letter to
Dr. Selikoff on this matter., This they readily agreed
to do. Matter of fact, their first draft was handed
to us two days later for review and forwarding to
George Wright for comment before final drafting and
mailing to Selikoff.

The British group are more than unhappy about this
action by Selikoff. The present Dritish Asbestos
Regulations are based largely on the original studies
at the Rochdale plant of TBA. Selikoff's misuse of
Lewinsohn's preliminary figures places the British
regulations, the British Occupational Hygiene Society
and H.M, Factory Inspectorate in an extremely poor
light.

The British intend to take this matter right down to
the wire -- matter of fact, David Hills, Managing
Director of TBA, had a personal hand in drafting some
of the most direct statements in the letter to Selikoff.
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2. Meeting (June 26, 1973) with Drs. David Muir and

John Davis, Institute of Occupational Mediclne,
Edinburgh, Scotland.

We reviewed the Lewinsohn-Selikoff matter. Muir and
Davis were glad to be informed and particularly pleased
that a letter was being written directly to Selikoff.
They drove us to their cexperimental farm on the outskirts
of Edinburgh to see the animal experimental work they

are carrying on, initially with amosite fiber, under
sponsorship of the Asbestosis Research Council.
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3. Dinner Meeting (June 27, 1973) with Dr. J. Corbett
McDonald.

‘We reviewed the Lewinsohn-Selikoff matter with

Dr. McDonald who is on sabbatical leave from McGill
University, Montreal. He was in full accord with our
strategy and thought the idea of a strong letter to
Selikoff from Lewinsohn-Holmes was excecllent.

As a matter of information, Dr. McDonald's sabbatical
involves international work on population growth,
reguiring extensive trawel.

Even though on sabbatical, he still directs the work of
his group at McGill. So, John Marsh told him of the
pure chrysotile exposure at the R/M Stratford plant,
asked if Corbett's McGill group, led by his wife,
Allison, might tackle the study. He sparked to the
idea and a meeting was arranged the week of July 8
between R/M and the McGill group to explore
possibilities of such an epidemiological study.
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4.

Communications Meeting (June 27, 1973) between
Asbestos Information Committee of U.K. (Howe, Cross,
Howard, Wright) and Asbestos Information Association/
North America (Marsh, Swetonic, Solon, Sabourin).

We reviewed the Lewinsohn-Holmes draft of a letter to
Selikoff and immediately dispatched a copy to George
Wright for his review and comment.

AIC is increasing its budget next fiscal year from
50,000 to 80,000 pounds (130,000 to $208,000 approxi-
mately). They plan to spend 26,000 pounds ($68,000)
for ads in their national dailies and in specialized
publications on fire protection.

We had a preliminary discussion about a tri-partite
conference of AIC, AIA/NA and QAMA sometime in the
future.

The AIC is producing a new movie - "Asbestos At Work",
which will be issued under the name of the Asbestosis
Research Council.

We learned from Alex Cross that Stuart Luxon's job
had changed with H. M, Factory Inspectorate. Formerly
Director of Industrial Hygiene Service, he is now

Deputy Chief Inspector -- a lateral and slightly
upward move,

Dr. Walter Smither of Cape Asbestos who joined us for
lunch, said he had received an invitation from

Dr. Selikoff to become a member of the Steering
Committee for a New York Academy of Sciences-sponsored
meeting on the Biological Effects of Asbestos to be
held October 7-11, 1974. Dr. Smither has mixed emotions
about holding such a meeting only a year after the Lyon
Meeting on the same subject. I suggested that Selikoff
is calling this new meeting because he was unhappy
about the Lyon Meeting not going his way. The group
agreed this was probably so.
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5. Meeting (June 27, 1973) with Stuart G. Luxon,

Deputy Chief Inspector, H.M. Factory Inspectorate
(his wife, Mrs. Maitliand Luxon), Sabourin, Marsh,
Swetonic, Solon.

Luxon was the British government official who, at
the request of Sabourin and Swetonic, appeared as

an expert witness at the March 1972 OSHA Hearings
on the Asbestos Standard.

At this dinner meeting, Luxon told-me his recent
promotion had been brolight about largely by Great
Britain's entry into the Common Market, and gives

him international responsibility for Safety and
Health for the U.K.

Luxon believes that he would still be the one
British official to come to the U.S. public
hearings on asbestos standard reopening should the
testimony of H. M. Factory Inspectorate be needed.

He believes we in the U.S. should be actively
seeking negative evidence to show why it is not

necessary to go below 2 fibers per cc in our asbestos
standard.

He dwelt at some length on the study being carried
out by his Government of the entire British asbestos
industry (10,000 workers) to determine if their
goal-standard of two fibers is sufficient. Though
they may get indications in the meantime, the final
determination from the study is at least 20 years
away.

When Luxon learned from John Marsh that the Raybestos-
Manhattan 50-year old plant in Stratford, Connecticut
was a pure chrysotile exposure except for the past

9 or 10 years -- and that the Bendix brake lining
plant at Troy, New York was also pure chrysotile
exposure, he urged us to "get the show on the road"

as soon as possible and begin crash studies of workers
at these two locations.

Luxon suggested, to set Selikoff back somewhat and to
take the pressure off the asbestos industry, that J-M
call the members of the industry together, set a time
limit and say that by such-and-such date (long before
the July 7, 1976 deadline), J-M will announce that all
its plants are at the 2 fibers per cc standard or that
workers are provided good protection at those locations
we're still working on, lle believes the press will be
interested in such a story.
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Luxon says it's tooc bad we don't have a better
dialogue with high labor union officials as they
do in the U.K. 1In his work, he said, he has
found his off-the~record dialogue with both

industry and organized labor has been of inestimable
value.

To get the total rationale behind the BOHS recommenda-

tion that the British asbestos standard not be changed
at this time, Luxon suggested we write:

Dr. Dereck Turner, Secy.

British Occupational Hygiene Society
BP Research Center

Sunbury-on-Thames

Londen, England

and ask for documentation.

He said that H.M. Factory Inspectorate was taking the
recommendation of the BOHS and was not reopening the
British Asbestos Standard at this time.

Luxon said if we wanted him to come over for the up-
coming OSHA Hearings, it would have to be done
through:

John Garcia
Labour Attache
British Embassy
Washington, D.C.
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6. Meeting (June 28, 1973) with Alex Cross {(Cape) and

* Wilfred Howard (T & N) representing both AIC and
Asbestosis Research Council {with Solon, Sabourin,
Swetonic).

Purpose of this meeting was to review the various
ways in which the British group might help us at

the time of the OSHA Hearings on Asbestos Standard
Re-0Opening.

We reviewed the OSHA procedures on standard setting,
told them we understood there would be no new
criteria package on asbestos in connection with the
reopening of the standard.

We said it would be a minimum of seven months yntil
public hearing; that the new 15 man Advisory Committee
could take 9 months to deliver its report to the
Secretary of Labor; that meetings of the Advisory
Committee would be public as far as listening was
concerned but that participaticn in the Advisory
Committee hearings was by invitation only.

Cross and Howard suggested that since the BOHS was
instrumental in influencing H.M.Factory Inspectorate
not to reopen the British Asbestos Standard at this
time, it might be helpful to arrange for three

pecple, all members of the Asbestos Subcommittee of
BOHS :

Dr. Hilton Lewinsohn
- Stephen Holmes
G. Berry (Statistician on Dr. Gilson's staff)

to appear before the Advisory Committee and present
the rationale for their not changing the present
British Standard of two fibers.

They also recommended that Dr. John Gilson was by
far the most eminent medical scientist in the U.K.
on asbestos and would be the best one to appear at
the final OSHA public hearings should that be
necessary.
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7. Meeting (June 29, 1973) with Dr. John Gilson and
" Dr. J, Chris Wagner at the MRC Pneumoconeosis
Research Unit, Penarth, Wales (Sabourin, Solon,
Marsh, Swetonic).

We reviewed the Lewinsohn-Selikoff matter and stressed
the fact that we looked on Selikoff's action as an
attack on the Rritish Asbestos Standard and on the
reputation of H.M. Factory Inspectorate and the BOHS
in the setting of proper standards to protect their
workers. Dr. Gilson agreed it appeared to be so.

He said he was glad to be informed of these matters
but had no interest in the medico-political area.
He prefers to devote his time to pure medical
research.

We talked about the reopening of the OSHA Asbestos
Standard and again he stressed that he had no interest
in the medico-scientific. However, I got the feeling
that in light of his warm regard for George Wright,
should Dr. Gilson be needed to testify in the upcoming
OSHA Hearings and should his health permit it, he would
react favorably to a request directly from Dr. Wright.

At the end of the meeting, Dr. Gilson asked that his
secretary make a xerox of the following Lewinsohn-
Selikoff material -

~ Transcript of Selikoff's presentation at the
AIHA Meeting at Boston.

- Copy of the slide material used by Dr. Selikoff
at Boston,

- Copy of the article by Dr. Lewinsohn from which
Dr. Selikoff claims to have taken the information
he presented at Boston.

~ Copy of Dr. George Wright's memo to me, commenting
on the Lewinsohn-Selikoff matter.

He did not ask to xerox the Lewinsohn-Holmes letter
draft to Selikoff because he said Mr. Berry had brought

a copy back with him from Rochdale that morning and was
giving it to Dr. Gilson.

Dr. Gilson was in full aareement with our strategy in
the Lewinsohn-Selikoff matter.
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In closing this report, let me say that this entire
trip, at my request, was planned by Ivan Sabourin. He
did an outstanding job. We were able to spend time
with everyone we had designated as important to a

discussion of this subject of reopening the OSHA asbestos
standard. .

F. J. Solon, Jr.



