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SrarENERT DELIVERED BY HERBERT L. LEVIRE IN BEHALF OF THE SPRAYED
XrnErat Frogr Manvracrurers' Ass OCIATION, P,0. Box 427, WEsrrIELD,
¥.J. 0708, BEFORE THE COMMITTEE ON ENVIRONMENTAL P.rzou'cr.roy oF
Tur Couwerl or TuE Crry or NEw Yomr, Jarvary 27rn, 1971,

Ter MEMBZRS OF THE SPRAYZD l{iINERAL FIBER MANUFACTURERS' AssocrarIon,
WHO MAKE ASBESTOS CONTAINING MATERIALS USED T0 FIREPROOF L4RGE
BUILDINGS, APPRECIATE THE OPPORTUNITY TO BE HERE TODAY. WE HOPEK
PHAT THE COMMENTS WHICH YOU HAVE BEEN HEARING ABOUT ASBESTOS WILL
¥OT PREJWIICE YOUR OPINION AGAINST ASBESTOS. 1 SAY THIS, BECAUSE
I? HAS ALI®ADY BEEN ANNOUNCED FREQUENTLY AND FORCEFULLY THAT NEW
Yorx CI?Y 15 GOING TO BAN THE SPRAYING OF ALL MATERIALS CONTAINING
4SBESTO0S. WI HOPE THAT ASBESTOS WILL NOT BE CONVICTED WITHOUT 4N
APPROPRIAXE HEARING, AND WITHOUT ADEQUATE CONVINCING SCIENTIFIC
PROOF THaAY IT IS HARMFUL TO THE GENERAL PUBLIC,

¥ FIND W3 SCIENTIFIC EVIDENCE TO SUPPORT A BAN ON SPRAYED 4S5 BESTOS,
SUPPOSITIIN OR SPECULATION IS INSUFFICIENT REASON T0 LEGISLATE 4
PROVEN PRIDUCT OFF THE MARKET,

9F COURSE, THE HEALTH OF THE PUBLIC IS, AND RIGHTFULLY 80, THE
PRIME CONSIDERATION, WE APPRECIATE THE RESPONSIBILITY THAT THE
€rry Coumsrr anp Crry OFFICIALS HAVE, BUT WE URGE YOU NOT 70 BE
RUSHED IN0 4 POSITION THAT HAS NO SCIENTIFIC SUPPORT, AND WHICH
XICHT BE & DISSERVICE TO THE PUBLIC,

THRX SITUATION INVOLVING SPRAYED ASBESTOS HAS BECONE DISTORTED AND
ENOTIONAL. AS A RESULT, MEMBERS OF OUR ASSOCIATION ARE FACED WITH
PEE THREAX OF LOSING THEIR RIGHT TO MAKXXEZ AND SELL 4 LEGAL PRODUCT
WHOSZ VALIX FOR SOCIETY HAS BEEN PROVEN BEYOND QUXESTION THROUGH THE
CENTURIES,

Xrw Yorx %17Y RECENTLY INSTITUTED REGULATIONS GOVERNING THE SPRAYING
9F ASBESTSS CONTAINING MATERIALS, THESE REGULATIONS ARK BEING
FOLLOWED FJLLY AND CAREFULLY, AND THEY ARE ACCOMPLISHING THEIR
BURPOSE OF KEEPING ASBESTOS DUST FROM ENTERING THE AIR AT
SONSTRUCTION SITES. T0 PROPERLY PROVE THIS, FIKLD STUDIES HAVE
3XEN MADE IN OUR BEHALF BY THE ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCES LiBR 4TORY

47 Mounr Zrwuar HospPrraL, wHICH IS HEADED BY Dr. Irvine J, SeELIxOFF,
ONE OF THE MOST RENOWNED AUTHORITIES IN THE WORLD ON ASBESTOS AND
HZALTH, 8IS LABORATORY, STUDYING ASBESTOS AIR LEVELS IN THE
TICINITY EF SPRAYING OPERATIONS WHERE THE NEw Yorx CI?y REGULATIONS
@ERE BEXINS CAREFULLY FOLLOWED, WAS UNABLE TO DETECT ANY INCREASE IN
43BESTOS MIR LEVELS IN SURROUNDING AMBIENT AIR. IN OTHER WORDS,
IR, SELIKIFF STATES, ADEQUATE PRECAUTIONS CAN PROVIDE EFFECTIVE
TONTROL. .



“la

SR ASSOUATION RECENTLY ISSUED 4 CODE OF PRACTICES FOR SPRAYING,
?4IS CODE CONTAINS PROVISIONS MORE STRINGENT THAN T5: CcIrr's
IECGULAPINS. WE HAVE DISTRIBUTED COPIES OF THE CODE THROUGHOUT THE
*OUNTRY MWD ARE URGING MUNICIPAL OFFICIALS EVERYWHERE T0 ENAC? IZTS

JFROVISION INTO LAW,

&r DAVE ©ONE FURTHER IN OUR DESIRE TO HELP MAINT4AIN IN Negw YoRx rHE
YLEANEST 4IR POSSIBLE, WE HAVE SUGGESTED 70 THE New Yorx Crry

¥ 1LpING COMMISSIONER THAT A SPECIAL INSPECTOR BE EMPLOYED TO CHECX
X4ILY ON SPRAY FIREPROOFING WORK GOING ON IN THE CITY., JTHE INSPECTOR
SOULD ACTALLY BX HIRED BY THE BUILDING 'S OWNER OR AGENT, BUT WOULD

Sf RESPONIBLE ONLY T0 THX Bvirpinc CoMMIssIOoNER, THE INSPECTOR
ITOULD BEA QUALIFIED PERSON WORKING FOR AN INDEPENDENT, CERTIFIED
=STING B INSPECTION AGENCY APPROVED BY THE CI?Y BuILDING DEPARTMERT.
48 ALSO EMPE RECOMMENDED THAT SPECIAL INSPECTION PROCEDURES BE
NCLUDED IN THE CITY'S BUILDING CODEK,

Xr MAIN-QUESTION IS WHETHER AIRBORNE ASBESTOS IS A HEALTH RISK T0
SMEX GENEBML PUBLIC., MaNY SCIENTISTS HAVE BEEN STUDYING THIS AND HAVE
IPORTED ZINDINGS INDICATING THAT NO SUCH HAZARD XEXISTS. '

-3, SELIKIFF RECENTLY WROTE: "WHILE THERE IS AT PRESENT NO EVIDENCY

I COMMUMITY RISK FROM ASBESTOS FIBRES N THX AMBIENT AIR, I? IS ONLY
EUDENT, ESPECIALLY WITH OUR CONCERN FOR REDUCING GIENERAL AIR
MMLLUTION, THAT JOB-GENERATED DUSTS AND FIBRES BX PREVENTED FR?M
RIFTING INTO THE COMMUNITY AIR, "

B Has ruzrsrr coMMENTED: 'ApuErENCE 10 NEw York CITY'S REGULATIONS
IR THE ABLICATION OF INSULATING MATERIALS THAT CONTAIN ASBESTOS WILL
BYTVENT AIBESTOS DUST FROM ENTERING THE AMBIENT AIR., THESEX REGULAT=-
PINS WILL 4LS0 KEEP ALL OTHER INSULATING DUSTS FROM CONTAMINATING THE
Q@rY'S 4Xz AND WILL ALLOW THE INSULATING AND FIREPROOFING OF

BILDINGS T0 PROCEED IN SAFETY. "

Zx, Grorca W, Wpnrear oF CLEVELAND, ANOTHER NOTED AUTHORITY WHO HAS
ZBXN STUDMNG ASBESTOS AND HEALTH SINCE 1948, Has wrrTrzx: "TrRE RISK
¥ THX GERRAL PUBLIC POSED BY THE MOSTLY INTERNMITTENT EXPOSURK TO
TF LOW CHICEINTRATIONS OF ASBESTOS LIKELY TO BX PRESENT IN THE
MIBIENT AR HAS BEEN EXACGERATED BEZYOND THE LINITS IMPOSED BY. T'HE
EXOWKR Ficwm, "

B, Turopas Vav DELLEN, AUTHOR OF 4 NATIONALLY SYNDICATED MEDICAL
CXLUMN, HS JUST WRITTEN ONX ON ASBESTOS DUST. HE SAID ONLY MINUTK
AYOUNTS OF ASBESTOS DUST ARKE INVOLVED IN COMMUNITY AIR POLLUTION AND
INDICATED THERE IS -NO HEALTH HAZARD TO THE PUBLIC, THOUGH PEOPLE MAY
EWIALE ASHSTOS FIBRES, HE SAID, “20 OUR XNOWLEDGE, THESE BODIES DO
®E HLRNM, - .
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I¥ 4pD1?I0X TO SPONSORING STUDIXES DURING SPRAYING OPERATIONS, OUR
ASSICIATION ALSO HAS HAD RESEARCH DONK INSIDE 4 BUILDING WHERE THE
PLEYUM AREZA BETWEEN THE SUSPENDED CEILING AND THE FIREPROOFING
MATIRIAL WAS USED FOR CIRCULATION OF RETURN AIR. THESE PLENUNS,
TH®REFORE, 4RE LINED WITH ASBESTOS CONTAINING MATERI4L. THIS WoRK,
DOME BY A LELDING TESTING ORGANIZATION, PRODUCKED SIGNIFICANT FINDINGS.
THR CONCENTELTIONS OF ASBESTOS FIBRES AND TOTAL PARTICULATE MATTER
RAMGED FROM 1,2 70 2.7 FIBRES PER LITER, UONTRAST THESZ FIGURES WITH
THE THRESHOID LIMIT VALUE O0F 5,000 -- I Rrprur, 5,000 ~~ FIBRES PXR
LI™R SET BY THE ANMERICAN CONFXRENCE OF GOVERNMENTAL INDUSTRIALL
HYcmEn1srsS, *HIS LATTER LIMIT BEING FOR OCCUPATIONAL -EXPOSURE.,

ALST, -OTHER RESEARCH SPONSORKD BY THE ASSOCIATION FAILED T0 DETECT ANY
ASEESTOS FIMES OF RESPIRABLE SIZE IN THE WORK ENVIRONMENT OF THE NEW
Feomuar Burioine 1w NEkwarx, N.J., OR IN THE MAIN ROTUNDA OF THE TRANS
Wopxp AIRLINES ?EZRMINAL AT J,F, XEnwEDY AIRPOR?T, Nxw YoRx, uND BOTE or
WBI®I WERKE TREATED WITH ASBESTOS CONTAINING MATERIALS.

FREZX IS 4 GREAT ANOUNT OF SCIENTIFIC LITERATURE AVAILABLE ON ASBRSTOS.
Vf_ﬂ?’t SUMMIRIZED SOME OF IT AND HOPK YOU WILL TAKXE TINE TO READ 7.
Iz = IMPORTANY AND PERTINENT, Wr wouLD BE BAPPY TO PROVIDE YOU WITH
FULL COPIEZS oF THE REPORTS AND OTHER MATERIAL FRON WHICH THIS SUMMARY
WAS ZXRIVED, .

SCIBNTIFIC FINDINGS SHOW THAT AIRBORNE ASBESTOS IS NOT 4 HAZARD TO
THEZ 2UYBLIC. XK HOPF THIS COMMITTEE WILL CONSIDER THESX FINDINGS, AND
THE $XSTIMONY AT THIS HEARING, AND CONCLUDE THAT BANNING SPRAYED
ASBEFI0OS IS BNNECESSARY AND WOULD NOT SERVE ANY USXFUL PURPOSE
WHAT¥OEVER, WE URGE YOU TO CONSIDER THAT THE CITY'S REGULATIONS 4REK
BEINE FOLLOWED AND THAT OUR INDUSTRY IS HELPING MAINTAIN 4 CLEAN 4IR
ENVIXONMENT BEGARDING ITS PRODUCT,



