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Memorandum to Dr. VJillard Machie -

Dear Bill:

I am attaching hereto copy of letter which I have written 
Barry regarding a condition existing at 3.0.Indiana - Gasper,

I do not know whether or not this condition has been 
previously studied, or whether the results found by the  local chemist indicate 
a definite hazard. I realize that a petroleum chemist has not had the exnerience 
in lead determination that your lab has and the results found  may be far from 
accurate although believe that it does indicate a hazard may exist in the 
material which is found between the laps in the sheets.

’.Yhile the tank is erect the cleaning can be practica lly 
oerfect but nothing can be done to the lap until the tank  is dismantled. In 
the dismantling the worker is on a scaffold and the rivets  are "busted" from 
the inside with an air driven "rivet buster". Under these conditions th e 
workers face is not more than 18" to 24" from the work. As this wor k is done 
by an outside contractor at a specified price, time is the main fa ctor.
Therefor I am afraid we will have quite a job on our hands to have these 
v/orkers follow out recommended practices for an unclea n tank.

I would appreciate your comments on this matter and if 
you- desire to visit the job I can arrange to hold up the disma ntling until 
you arrive.

Kindest personal regards,

Very  truly yours,

HE 0022688
N22641



-oh. 19, ,1 A

Hr. Harry Kuhe 

Doar Harry:

• Standard Oil Co, of Indiana at Casper again started
ixo  cleaning of ranks I’os, 97 and 93, which are of 95,000 barrels canaoity, 
preparatory to dismantling same,

Ike last two tanks which v/nro cleaned for dismantling 
■ at this refinery ' to re iu the spring and wo war -t  vury fortunate in having 
muddy river water which carried a high percentage o f solids, and, in fact 
••«as equivalent to a wot sandblast, Tith this method all shoots  were clean 
to the point of absolutely no deposit rannining.

dha work on bne two present tanka was soartod in Jan, 
of this year out had to La discontinued because of dressi ng conditions, :he 
than decided to wait until spring when \vs would aga in V:&ve"a muddy rivar. As 
the contractor is about ready for these tanks the ma nagement docidod they could 
not wait until spring so have started tils va;ok. *

(Tho following data was obtained from the management conf identially since their 
recent instructions are to release no data '.without consent o f thoir Chicago 
Office. I therefor would appreciate it if in did not pet buck  to 3.0.Indiana 

at Chicago that we have obtained thi 3 data.)

fhe Chemist at unis refinery obtained soroa rust from 
the side sheets and analyzed sarno for lead. His findings wore neg ative although 
samples taken from the lap in the side sheets showed between • C o C and lead.
Chase figures are total lead and*attempt was made to difforo ntiat 3 between 
organic and inorganic* for tho benefit of our Hodioal Copt. I mi~ ht mention that 
two door shoots were r anovod iron each tank prior to ente ring for cleaning and 
it‘ was’from those sheets that the sample was obtained from unde r the lap of the 3 ]

I have reviewed Or. Ha.ohls’s report and can find no mantioi  
of this condition and would thore for aporeciato his comments on sane. As these doc 
shoots have boon off and weathered for about two months, I do not believe sam ples 
from same would be representative at present. If our b.-edic„l >»pt. so desires I cs 
have another sheet removed and obLain a sample from sane for further analysis.

Theso tanks are of riveted construction and the lapping 
of sheets are caulked from the outside which will permit soopa go between sheets 
from the inside.

I ara forwarding a copy of this letter direct to Or 
since they oxpaot to dismantle one of these tanks c omodino next week.

K£r 0022689 N22641.01
5̂Tv/?

:rprly  yours,

choc


