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In t e r -Of f ic e  
Co r r e s po n d e n c e

Et h y l  Ga so l ine Co r po r a t io n

2 5  Br o a d w a y

N e w  Y o r k

Penns Gr ove , K .J . ,
Ap r i l 6 , 1 9  2 7 ,

Dr , So b e r t  Kehoe,
Co lle ge  of Me d icin e ,
Cin c in n a t i , Oh io .

Dear  Dr .Keh oe ,

I  would l ik e  to  b r in g  t o  you r  a t t e n t io n  a  cou p le  o f p o in t s  
t h a t  have been on my mind fo r  q u it e  sometime in  co n ju n ct io n  w ith  the 
w or k in g co n d it io n s  here a t  th e  t e t r a -e t h y l le a d  p lan t .

In  t h e  f i r s t  p la ce  I am very much d is s a t is f ie d  and somewhat 
d iscou r a ge d  over , th e  p r e se n t  la b o r a t o r y  f a c i l i t i e s. Of cou r se  you la ve  a 
ve r y  good co n ce p t io n  o f the s iz e  o f th e  p r e s e n t  co nt r o l la b o r a t o r y . Five  
men a r e  w or k in g in  t h is  sm a ll room doing w or k, w h ich  in  my m ind p r esen t  
a  g r e a t e r  p o t e n t ia l i t y  r e la t iv e  t o  h e a lt h  h aza r d s  th an  any o th e r  work on 
the w ho le  t e t r a -e t h y l le a d  a r e a . Uhe p r e se n t  f a c i l it i e s  a r e  w h o lly  in ­
a d e q u a te , th e  v e n t i la t in g  system i s  p oo r , t h e  p lum bing (d r a in s )  i s  a lm ost  . 
a f o l l y , and the co n ge s t io n  i s  s u r e ly  too  g r e a t . '

At  th e  p r e se n t  t im e , duPoits a r e  con te m p la t in g en lar gem en t  o f 
th e  p r e se n t  la b o r a t o r y  and  the in s t a l la t io n  o f p roper  v e n t i l la t io n  and 
p lu m b in g. From my in fo r m a t io n  on th e  im provem ents, e ve r y t h in g  i s  in  or d er  
and o f co r r e c t  d e s ign . But t h is  la b o r a t o r y  p r o je c t  has been  cr a w lin g a lo n g 
a t  eve r  so slow a p a ce . Perhaps some a ct io n  m igh t  acc e le r a t e  the p r e s e n t  
r a t e  t o  one whereby som eth ing m igh t  be  r e a liz e d  b e fo r e  the summer s e t s  in ;
I b e lie v e  you co u ld  h e lp  t h in gs  a lSr ag so am w r i t ing  you a cco r d in g ly .

Ono o th e r  m a t t e r , which I  t r u s t  you w i l l  take  a s  an u n o ff ic ia l  r ep or t  
i s  th e  gr e a t  in cr e a s e  in  the number of s t ip le s  found  in  m an 'working in  c e r t a in  
s e ct io n s  o f th e  t e t r a -e t h y l le a d  a r e a . Upon the p r esen t  in fo r m a t io n  se cu r e d , 
th er e  a r e  abou t  40 ca s e s  show ing s t ip p le s ; ap p r oxima te ly 20 ca s e s  a r e  from 
the Sm e lte r  and 20 from  those employed as m e ch a n ics, p ip e  f i t t e r s , e t c . I 
wonder i f  s t ip p le s  a r e  in d ic a t iv e  o f an y a larm  fo r  le a d  p o is o n in g ( e it h e r  
in o r ga n ic  or  o r ga n ic ) ? I f  n o t , a l l ' s  w e l l ; b u t  i f  st ip p le s  ca n  be co r r e c t ly  
t r a n s la t e d  in t o  p o t e n t ia l cases  o f le a d  p o is o n in g , shou ld  n o t  som eth ing be 
done? My im p r ess ion  is  t h a t  many her e  a t  the p la n t  pu t  no s ig n ific a n c e  in  
the p r esen ce  o f s t ip p le s . What do you t h in k ? -

As I  m en t ioned  in  t h e  fo r e g o in g  t h is  le t t e r  is  s im ply an  u n o ff ic ia l
r e p o r t  and sh ou ld  he con s id e r e d  in  t h is  l i g h t . . '
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