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‘Monsanto, U.S. Cancer T esf Results ‘Not Very oy

By MARSHA MAROTTA “ It's just a question of whether " t" But the problem in this case s dlgegflllve ;mg ger;ltatl ':irgafns N hig to pr%:ar?af’ina! report. . .

Th faM ¢ you call the hlgher than expected rate a county statistics are available oniy ) € tederal siudy ltound higher € fina l'epﬂﬂ and PI'OPOSET fﬁl‘ ol omethmg, the com mi h
nary federai study Imkmg occupational "“We called it s;gmﬁcant and they deaths.” nary cancers than expected. It also tute’s director in Washmgton, D. G w]m- e wﬁg]e 'exercise muld he™ acacfem-
factors with high incidences of two didn't. But their results are not that di- He said further study could im:!ude found workers between 20 and 34 had  will decide whether to continue study:, G
types: of cancer among workers at the ferent from ours.” . both U.S. and Hampden County death four times the rate of heart disease as “We're rewriting the report,; ‘and’

Springfield chemical plant are ** not Monsanto submitted its report to rates but could not use some of each * people of the same age in the genera} proposing that the institute do an indes.

very different”” from the resulls of the the institute along with comments criti- ~Since N the  resulis could , population. i pth study of the:,(gge;twe 3;“-1 gertito=3

federal study, the doctor who headed Cizing the two-year study for ils use of misinterpreted. : “““ﬁl'y €ancers,” Spirtas sai N

the federal st{ld}? sando'?‘uesday “" " the national death rate rather than the The Monsanto study compared ' fu1'1‘,1;1;':*@.«,t:::ideml report recomments The next logieal step wouid B¢ to2g

p y to determine whether oc- 3ok o4 the 3
county rate which the company used, : Hampden County death rates with its : be blamed. for . OX 2t the work histories,of the worl

. While the Monsanto Co. report said Spirtas said. - workers who died between 1950 and cups;:mnai factors can S i:.ltm - ers who died to see if we.can link where

-1t did not find a statistically significant . _* 1976, concluding there was no statisti- ~'C, [Jgner cancer rates, Spirtas said,  yhey. yyorked with the tmof mncerz

wdifference between the number of The company did not agree with iy sionificant increase in any of jg "While the Monsanto report denies aty  they gied from,” he said; g2k tng the reports for the internatio-
‘ ‘deaths which occurred and those ex- our conclusions and was v?y criticafi of causes of death studied. - I:connectmn between the two. o " "He sald vinyl chioride, wh] “th ﬂlll\ before cnmpleung hls fina

pected for certain types.of caricer, Dr.. °“’d°”°'c° of using the U.5. rates,” he " 1Thq report did, however, find hlgh- . Spirtas and his team of doctors will  Plant stopped producing i 1975. ‘could J’E frie e -
;Robert Spirtas of the National, mstrtute sal er than expected deaths among work- use the Monsanto report and commenis  De part of thé cause of the higher'cai The. fede:ral study‘ was started af%e:

“for pecupatmnal Safety: and. Health - “ I county rates are stable and ers from digestive cancer, cardiovascu- .along with comments from the Intéerpa-. Cer rates, but pmpointinganygbﬁeﬁﬂ ,,igstudy initiated by warkérs at the

{said;the report found:& higher'than ex- based on fairly large numbers, they lar diseases and cancer of the genital , tional Union of Electrical Workers Might be diffieult since thy
I pecled death rate similar o the one the tend to be more desirable to use in organs. It recommended further study, which represents many of the comga- imakes s mary ﬂ“d chan
fjederPlremrg {ound ) ; ,studles like this, 'he said. of cancer of the respiratory system and ns" s 2, 008 employees and other dﬂctm:s Mietime, o

j #hoﬁvedfa higher than:expected
nce .of fancer amang,, nyk:hb
kerg it epli'rrt- Yl
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