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Fihh rafbrenGQStq'gbhba ¥ letber Ao, ne of 22d aay'cn the sabject of

{traaaportatAQn of. nthyi fiuid en ehips under .existing conditiane, we have just
Coreceived & mesorandum from. Abauan, dated 21‘
’{j?cﬁy disturbing infsrmation.x~ g

wannﬁ wnich avnbains the fOIIOWlﬂb

Eiﬁs?uf the vnaaal ﬁJahn &rwstrcng carriea lﬁ?ﬁ drums of *tnyl Fluid stowed
in the holds. On srrivel &t destivation two smply drums were discovered,
Hos.D-6741 and D812, Absdean stuate that these drums had the appesrance of
having been punctured by some sharp instrument exerting gresat preasure on the
drun sides and demsge would &ppear 1o heve been due to camleasness prior to or

- during loading.

- SECORDLY At the date of thelr memorandum, numely 21st June, isbaden were unlouding
- the vessel "W.i.luckenbuch®, which carried 3000 drums of {iulé in the holds. In

the first 1000 drums discharged, 6 lewnkers and one empty drum were encountered
in hatch Ho.l, znd one empty drum in hatch HO.7, and thers were evident signs
that other empty or demoged drums still remcined in both holds. The § drums re-
ferred Lo sbove are F2L73 F1823 Fz043 F992 F2807 Fla30 P2403 F2178.
F2U54.

Abaden state that in their opinlon dawage wes due 1o & combination of
heavy weosiher &and very poor stowage, On opening up the lower Hold in hateh ’
Ho.l, they observel seversl copen Spaces between drums snd several drums in the
top layer had fallen over. UHorking furtherdosn the Hold they found mo atiempt
had been msde Lo stes lsvel right up to the ship's sides, the resull that those
drums on the ocuter edge were abovae the level of the inner drums making it extremclg
cifficult and dangercus to discharge the carge in its demaged condition.

Abusdan conclude by stating that receat arrivals of Ethyl fluid have left ;
much to be desired as regavds gensral stowage and in view of the number of empty =néd o
lesking drums discharged, it has now beccme the praatice for theam .to pxpnctnéaangt-~ i
to each CEIgd. ' IR ‘ - ;_“. ! e

Ye rsgard the positicn as seriuus 1n view of difficulty of a&equ
cisening up epillage and decontanminating the hold, also-by reasom:iof. tha:pos
11l-effects to smen unloading these vessels. We beliove thal Absdan take al

nosglble precautions in & 0ra&56¢ with our exiﬁiing z@gnlatioaaﬁinduhaxa AR

N 71Q9%A4



:ztressad the impartanee of t.his in a. wble «ent. therﬁ toduy._ ¥#e have requested
- ‘the Petrolews Division to bring this mttar to the attention of QB P R
Raghington, end suggest that they discuss with you with a view t,a axraz:ging
if g% all possible that.somcone exgex‘iene&d 4n’" the handiing. mﬁ stan%a of =

B - Ethyl finid drums be present ab the losding of ‘each vessel, Bo: &S to reduce..

o~ to'a minim the gosvibxht of. tmuhlea aimihr w tmse aa.raady sxparenced

G’-alu rsquast mat yau pass copy oi tms c&bl.e to Kehee and 3.et e Smoaf
&b your earliest convenlence wiat if say steps you ere sble to take from
‘your end, end eny suggestions you might have for eaditionel praa&uﬁians -
‘that might be taken atb dwtmat.wn.
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